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OBORGB R. 



WHEREAS Uewtejiafit C^ncrtt $k 
John Mordautit was appplo^ed by %>$ 
Commander in C3iie£ of our Forces fent pn an 
Expedition to the Coaflt pf Frame^ and rccpived 
Orders and Inftru^jon^ relative thereto ft-om 
y^^ under our Roy^l Sign Manual, and alio by 
one of our principal Sccretariep of State: 
And whereas the fajd Lieutenant General i$ 
now in Arreft by pur Command^ iox difobey- 
ing pur faid Orders and Inftrui£iipijs, which 
Charge we have tho^bt fit fhould be inquired 
inta by a General fi)Uft Martial ; Our Will 
and Plea&re is, that a Geneml Court Martial 
be forthwith held UP0» this Oocafion, which is 
to confift of our righ^ Trufty and welj be^ 
Joved "garnet Lord fyra^wlyy Lieutenant Gtne>^ 
ral of pur Forces, whom we do appoint to bp 
Pr€;(ident thereof » aad of our right Trufty an4 
well beloved Charles Lofd Cadogan^ pur trufty 
and well beloved John Guife^ Richard On/k^y 
JEIenry Vulteney^ Sir Chirks Ho'wardj Knight of 
the Bath, John Huike^ our right tnufty and wjbU 
beloved Counfellor John Lord De Lawarr^ our 
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tnifly and wcU beloved ^amei CbolmondeUy^ Lieu- 
-tenant Generals ; our trufty and well, beloved 
Maurice Bocland^ our right trufty and well bi|- 
lovedCoufin William Earl of PanmurCy our 
trufty and well beloved Kem^ com- 

monly called Earl of Ancram^ our right trufty 
and well beloved Coufins William Eail of ffor- 
ringtoriy and George Earl of Jlbermar\e. our . . i 
trufty and well beloved B^nry Holmesy ^xan-^ i 

der Duryy John Mofiyriy Edward Carr^ Major "^ \ 
Generals of our Forces; our trufty and well be- 
loved Colonels William King/ley ^ Alexander Du^ 
roure^ and Bennet Noel; all of whom, or the 
faid Prefidcnt together with any Twelve, or 
more, of the faid other Officers, may confti- 
tute the faid General Court Martial : And you 
•are to order the Provoft Martial General, or 
his Deputy, to give Notice to the faid Prefi- 
dent and Officers, and all others whom it may 
concern, when and where the faid Court Mar- 
tial is to be held, and to fummon fuch Wit- 
nefles, as fhall be able to give Teftimony in 
this Matter; the faid Provoft Martial General 
and his Deputy being hereby directed to obey 
^our Orders, and give Attendance, where it 
lall be requifite : And we do further autho- 
rize and empower the faid Court Martial to 
hear and examine all fuch Matters and In- 
formations as fliall be brought before them^. 
touching the Charge aforefaid, and proceed 
in the Tryal of the faid Lieutenant General 

Sir. 
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Sir yoim Mordauftt^ and in giving of Sen* 
terice according to the Rules of Military DiA 
' cipline ; which faid Sentence you are to return 
to our Secretary at War, to be laid before 
us for our Coniideralion. And, for fo doing, 
this (hall be, as well to you, as to the faid Court 
Martial, and all others concerned, a fufEdent 
Warrant Given at our Court at St James'z 
this Third Day of December 17 $7^ "^ *^c Thir- 
ty Firft Year of our Reign. 

By his Majesty's Command^ 

HOLDERNESSE, 



To our Tnifly and well beloved 
Tbpmas J^wgan^ £(q; Judge 
Advocate General of our For* | 

ces, orhisDeputy, 
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At « GENERAL COURT MARTI AU^ 

I19I4 in the Cguncii Ch^ixibsy at Whitehall 
QA Wtdw^yi the h*U% an4 ^qi^tjiiitted ,l>3r 
^veral Adjpunimenta ta ^uefday. the 2^th 
December 1757, by virtue df life Ma|efty"s 
fpecial Warrant, bearing Date t)ic 3d Day 
li" the fame Month. 

LiBtJT. Gew . j[amis Lord TSriRAv^if, fVcfi^t. 
Xhar.l£s Lord Cadooak^i 
John Gui^b, 
£ 'RicflARb Onslow, 



Oi 



n 



Henry Pulteney, 
Sir Charles Howard^ 



fcj John Huskg, 



o 

O 



John Lord Delawarr, 
James Cholmonpeley. 

'Mavr^P? Qoc|.ANi>9 

William Eaul of AnpraMs 
William Earl or HarrinqtoK) 
G^pRop Earl qf hJ.WH^^h^% 
Hbkry Hqj^mis, 
Alexander Pmry, 
John MoisTYN* 
^Edward Carr. 

Colonel William Kingsley, 
Colonel Alexander D^rour?, 
Colonel Bennet Noel. 
Cha. Gould Depvty Judge Advocate General. 

TH E Members being met, and duly fworn^ 
(the Judge Advocate being alfo fworn, and 
profecuting in his Majefty's Name,) 

A 4 LlIU;* 
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Lieutenant General Sir John Mordaunt 
came Priibner before the Court, and the following 
Charge was exhibited againft him, viz. ^^ That he 
*^ being appointed by the King Commander in Chief 
«• of his Majeftjr's Porces, fent on an Expedition to 
*« the Coaft or France^ and having received Orders 
«* and Inftruftions relative thereto from his Majefty, 
•* under his Royal Sign Manual, and alfo by one of 
f * hi? principal Secretaries of State, hath difobeyed 
•* his Majefty's laid Orders and Inftru£l:ions/' — ;— _ 

An Entrx in a Book of Mr. Secretary Pitfs Office 
being proved upon Oath by Roberi fVood^ Efqp ap- 
pointing the faid Lieutenant General Sir John Mor- 
daunt General and Commander in Chief of all and 
lingular his Majcfty's Troops and Land Forces ap- 
pointed or to be appointed lor a fecret Expedition for 
his Majefty's Service, bearing Date the i^oiAugufi^ 
1757, was read. 

The Right Honourable Wjlliam Pitt, Efq; 
one of his Majefty*s Principal Secretaries of State be- 
ing fworn, and queftioned tpuching his Majefty's In- 
ftruftions to Lieutenant General Sir John Mordaunt 
relative to the faid Expedition, faid, That he had 
the Honour of receiving fuch Inftruftions from his 
Majefty under his Royal Sign Manual, which he 
gave to Mr. Woodh\% undersecretary, in order to 
his delivering them to Sir John Mordaunt. 

A Paper, purporting to be a Letter, dated Lon- 
don^ July the 15th 1757, frofn Captain (now Lieu- 
tenant Colonel) Clerk^ vf^s (hewn to Mr. Secretary 
P///, and he being defired to inform the Court^ whe- 
ther he knew the faid Letter to have been at any 
Time conimunicated to Sir John Mordaunt, anfwered. 
That the faqie h the original Letter, which was de- 
livered to him by Sir John (now Lord) Ligonier, and 
produced by him before the Lords of the Cabinet, 
ind that the Matter of this Letter afterwards made 
the Subjeft of two Night's Converfatjon ; Sir John 
Mordai(Ht and Major General Conway ejcamirving, and 
almoft crofs cxaaiining lAs^Chrk concerning every' 

Matter 
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Matter contained therein, and a great deal more,: 
chat the Letter led to« - 

Another Paper, purporting to be a Minute, taken. 
tn Arlington-fireet in Juguft 1757, containing an Ex- 
amination of Jofepb ^biary^ a French Pilot, was fhewn 
to Mr. Secretary Pi//, who was defired to inform 
the Court, whether he remembers fuch Examina- 
tion, and whether the feveral Perfons were prcfcnt, 
iRrho appear upon the Face of the faid *Minute to 
baye been at that Meeting j to which he anfwered. 
That the Meeting being at Lord Holdernejfe's Houfe, 
his Lordihip held the Pen, and not he; that the 
Paper now (hewn him is an exacH: Tranfcripc of what 
was reduced into writing, as the Subftance of the Exa* 
mination of the Pilot, but isiby no Means the whole of , 
it ; as he underwent a very long and clofe Crofs Exa« 
mination for two Hours together, throughout which 
he eftabliflied the Fa£b with a Readinefs and Pre- 
fence of Mind, that few Men in higher Life are 
equal to. 

A Paper entitled Memoirefur la Force aSiuelk dc 
la France^ fc? Us Services., aux quels Elle eft employee 
dans r Annie 1757,— and docketced, as received July 
28th 1757, and communicated, at a Meeting at 
Lord Holdernejfe's Houfe, to the Generals ap- 
pointed for an Expedition to the Coaft of France^ 
being alfo ihewn to Mr. Secretary P///, he 
was defired to fpeak to the Authenticity of that . 
Paper, and as to its having been communicated to 
Sir John Mordaunt : — He thereupon informed the 
Court, that the Paper came through Lord HolderneJfe^% 
Department, and was introduced by his Lordfhip at 
a Meetipg, where Sir John Mordaunt and Major Ge- 
.nera) Conway were prefent. It was a Paper, on which 
. much Reliance was had by the King's Servants, as 
cording from one, of their moft confidential Corre- 
fpondents, and was then produced as a Piece of In- 
telligence, to which they gave much Crcclit ; and a 
/ubfcquent Proof of its Authenticity Uy that Adyice 
has fince been received of the Court oi France having ^ 

- • "been 
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been obKged, open flie Alarm being takris u> imM^ 
her Horle and Foot Guards from Fi9Fis. He addcd^ 
Aat he remembera ene^ or bdeh of tlk^fe Gentkinen, 
(viz. Sir J(?^;r Mbrdaunt and Major Gencwri Comwa^} 
rofe up, and looked at the> Ps^ moxe than cnko, 
^nd with Pen and Ink nofed down feveral Fafts from 
It, and a good deal of Time was engaged in Dif- 
courfe upon the Subje<ft. 

* Mr. Secretary Pin being afked, whether Ct)|)ic» of 
either of the three laft mentioned Papers wei^ de^ 
livcred to Sir John Mordauni? 

Anfwered, he cannot recoiled, whether C^pfet 
of them were put into hii Hands j from his Memory^ 
he rather thinks not- 

Two other Papers, the one purporting iso h^ 
•• Minutes of a Council of War held on Board did 
** Neptune th^ 25th of Seppemhr iJSJ^** and dbMi 
other, " Minutes of a Council 'b£ War held on 
** Board the RamiUes 28th Sep^mi?er 1757^'' wer« 
fliewn to Mr Pin^ who informed the Court, that 
thefe twQ Papers were delivered to him by Sir John 
Mordaunt in the firft Vifit, as he thinks, afier his Re- 
turn ; being to the fame EfFed, as thofa before tranif* 
mitted to him by Sir Edward Hawke. 

Mr, Secretary Pitt bei^g afkcd, by Sir John M»r^ 
daunt* $ Defire, whether he. Sir J^bn Mordauni^ did 
•crofs examine either Lieutenant Colonel G#r*, tir the 
Pilot? 

Anfwercd, At this Diftance of Time, and^ a$ he 
then had no Thoughts of being examined on this 
difagreeable Occafion, he cannot take upon hiitifelf 
pofitively to fay, by whom in particular the Queftion« 
were alked ; but he knows a diorough Crofs Exami- 
nation was made by fome* Military Gentlemen,*— -«- 
he cannot fay pofitively by Sir Jobn^ -^ in order to ' 
get at the Certainty, particularly as to the State of 
Rochefoft. 

Being afked alfo. Whether the Pilot mentioned at 
the Council, that tlie taking of Fort Fouras by a 
Ship was prafticaWc ? 

• Anfwcred, 



fftl^tig of F^MFimraj by Sea waS memioned ; but 
ihae *€ Wttvt ftw«r fmm rfi^ M^fitityg With thia Im- 
^MffidiS thflft^nCttimg ^^d'dftirabOuc the taking of 
M^ WaD^by ^e*, but P!fli^jiix\ he found no Ani 
f#fe# tbM ltd l^li! «0 beliefe) that a Ship cotiM iye 
ht' fitui MDOgh td Fiiurdi to batter the Fort^ he 
WkhtA, he hadk ^ 

■5:' A COPV ctf tr^roaioM ^a» thitt read, being firft 
^drtd-On OaCh by jR^^ir/ XTi^^i, Efq; to be a true 
C»^ of the InftMiSieii^ ^bkh he received frOrh 
Mr. Sectary JP^r/, under the Sign Manual ; and 
HWikh bfe 4(^erwttl-d^ dditered to Sif 7^» M&rdatin(\ 
who read them in his Prefcnce, W2;. 

?< GEORGE R, 

> Secret Ijiftns&ioni for oor trufty and well* 

> :* bdoved Sit Join Matdsuni, Knight of the 

: ^ BadH Lieoccnant Genemi of our Forces, whom 

^ we faive appointed Geoeral and Commander 

^ in Chief ^ all and futgolar our Troops and 

/ ^ Land Fistres appbinced or to be appointed for 

• t fecret Expedition for our Service, or for 

* fuch oilier Officer, on whom the Command 

* in chief of our faid Troops and Land Forces 

♦ may devuivc. Given at our Court sa Ken- 
^ /ingtM the 5th Day oi Jt^fi^ ^757^ i» the 
^ Thirtf^^firft Year oi Our Reign. 

* Havhig by Onf Commiffion, bearing Date the 

^' third Day 0/ this Inftant appointed You to be Ge* 

i^ Aeml and Commander m Chief of 2(11 and^ ()ngd- 

-^ gidarOudr WotWi& appointed or to be appointed 

* for a ibdtetExpeditioh : For y©ur better Difcharge 
^trf the great uni importaiie Truft thereby repofed 

'* in. you. We haW judged it proper to give you the 
* /foUowing inftruftiows. '/ . . ; 

^ L Yod ihall invmediately, upon the Receipt 6f 
• .^ thefe Our InftruAioiis, repair to che Ifle di fiyigbt^ 

* iwhere We have appointed Ships to -coAvey Ydu 
^ and the Forces uinfer y^r^ G6fnrftnand to the Coafts 

'*of 



of France i and fo foon as the faid .Foiiccs ihall* be 
embarked. You fhall according^ jprpceed without 
Lofs of Time, under Convoy of g ^uadron of 
our Ships of War, commanded by our trufty and 
well beloved Sir Edfvard Hawke^ Knight of the 
Bath, Admiral of fhe Blue Squa^rOI^ pf our Fleet, 
whom we have appointed Commander in Chi^f of 
Our Ships to be employed in this Expedition } the 
faid Admiral, or the Commander in Chief of Our 
faid Ships for the Time being, being inftruded to 
co-operate with you, and to^ aiding and affifting 
in all fuch Enterprizes, as by thefp Our InftruAions 
you fliall be direftcd to ;un<fcrtake for our Ser- 
vice. . 

• II, Whereas We have determined, with the 
Blefling of God, to profecute the juft War in which 
we are engaged againft the French King with the 
utmoft Vigour; and it being highly expedient and 
of urgent Neceffity to make fomc Expiditioil, that 
may caufe a Diverlion, and eng^e the Enemy to 
employ in their own defence, a: confiderable Part 
of their Forces, deftined to invade and opprefs 
the Liberties of the Empire, and tofubvert the In- 
dependency of Europe: And, if jpoffiblc, to* make 
fome effeftual ImprelEon on the Eneniy, which by 
difturbing and (haking the Credit of their publick 
Loans, impairing the Strength and Refources of 
their Navy, as well as difconcerting, and in part 
fruftrating their dangerous and extenfive Operations 
of War, may refleft Luftre on our Arms, and adtl 
Life and Strength to the common Caufe : And 
whereas we are perfuaded, that nothing, in th^ 
prefcnt Situation of Affairs, can fo fpeedily and 
efleotially annoy and diftrefs France^ as a fuccefs- 
fgl EnterjDfize againft Rochefm :^ Our Will and 
Pleafure is. That you do attempt, as far as IhaU 
be fouiid pradicable, a Defcent, with the Forces 
under; your Command, on the ir^wr i& Coaft, at<5r 
near Rocbifm^ in order to attack, if prafliicable, 
and, by a vigorous Impreflion, force that Place; 

. * and 
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* and to bum Mid dcftroy, to Ac utmoft of yourPowcr; 
;^ all Docks, Magazines, Arfenals, and Shipping, 

* that fliall be found there, and exert fuch other Ef- 

* forts, as yoii fhall judge moft proper for annoying 
'* the Enemy. 

III. * After the Attempt on Rocbefort fliall either 

* have fucceeded, or &iled ; and in Cafe the Circum- 

* ftances of our Forces and Fleet fliall, with ProfpeA 

* of Succefsi ftiH admit of further Operations ; you 
« arc next to confider Port POrient and Bourdeaux^ 

* as die itibft important Objefts of Our Arms, on 
« the Coaft of France : vAnd Our Will and Plcafurc 
i accordingly is. That you do proceed, fucccffivelyt 

' • to an Attempt on both, or either of thofe Places, 

^ as fliall be Judged pra6Hcable; or on any other 

•* Place, that fhall be thought nioft advifeable, from 

'^ Bourdeaux homewards to Havre^ in order to carry 

* and fpread with as much Rapidity, as may be, a 
^ warm Alarm along the Maritime Provinces of 

•* France. ' 

IV. * In Cafe, fey the Blefling of God upon Our 
'** Arms, you Ihbuld make yourfelf Matter of any 

* Plate on the Coaft of France i Our Will and Plea- 

* fure is. That you do not keep Pofleflion thereof j 
^ but that after demoliihing and deftroying, as far as 
« may be, all Works, Defences, Magazines, Arfe- 

"* nals, Shipping, and Naval Stores, you do proceed, 

* fucccfllvely, on the ulterior Operations of this Ex- 

^ pedition, according as any of them fliall be judged 

' * advifeable, and may be performed within fuch Time^ 

' ♦ as fliall be donliftent with your Return with the 

* Troops under your Command, fo as to be in Eng* 
' • iand at, or about, as near as may be, the End 
'^oi September^ unlefs the Circumftances of Our 

* * Forces and Fleet fliall neceflarily require their Re- 
' * turn fooner: And you are to land the Troops at 
'* Poi'tfmotttb^ or fuch other of Our Ports, astheExi- 

* * gency of the Cafe may fuggeft, 

V. * Whereas it is nece(&ry, that upon certain Oc- 
^ cafions you fliould h^ve the AiTiftance of a Coun- 

* cil 
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* a Council, which flWl coiiSl <tf f«ur ofQ^r^jrin- 
■« cipal%»nd Officers, and of art eflual Nwnbo; of 
^ pur principal Sea ConMnaoderj^lwiiiiS thft<;:j(^ia- 
« frianders in Chief of Our tand and Sw Fprcc^ri^ex- 

* Bept i» Cales> bilpRWiog, a^-Laiwi, ..relying f?) the 

* Qarryiag on »n}r Military OficratjoBS, to 4^ft»er- 

* fortnr4 by Our Mod Forces c^ly, io ifhicfcCpfes 
,« you may call a CoMiwil of War, -^ppfiOiiig of ftioh 

* bfccers of Our Lwid Fpt«» S»;jyo» 4WU ^nk 

* pwpcr :) And all foch Land aj^J Se»,p%fr^ in 
« the federal Caief b^fore^moitioned, jire fepijebyj r«- 

* fpedtively direftedp frpm Time (to Time;, ,tol«s *id- 
.« iBRaad aOiftiBgwiih their Adiript^.fo oftea^ts^*/ 

■•* fljaU be called together by yQ^^.tyrlpyfhti Qtm- 
'* iparider i» Chief of oar Sqpadrop ^ thatl^rpff»: 

* An^ io all fuph Councils of War,, when aflem^lcd, 

* the Majority <X Voices ibalJ deeefmioe ti»e,jR«f»- 

* Uwions thereof 5 and m Caic tte Ypw» AaU W" 
« pen to be equal, the Prcfident fhall have the <^aft- 

. vl » And w|jcre*s.tKe Succefs. pf this ExpfditJon 
wjll very m^ch depend i^ an- entire good Ua- 
derftaadi^ between Ow 1-and awd Sea P^cerij 
We do hereby ikriQJy enjoin and fequiw you, on 
»9ur ?art, to jjiaimaiaand cuifirfte ^uchgood Ua- 
derftandiogand Ag«»n«>?» ^^.to wder, that the 
SoJdia-s under yovr Command, |hwild man the 
Ships whew there ihall be Occ«fio» fpr Ojem, ;iiid 
lyljTn they can be ^pfwed fr(^ jthe Lwd Servicoj 
as the Commander m Chief «f Qur Sq«a^r9B « 
inftroacd, <Ki his Part, to eflte«aio apdoOfivatc 
,*,e fame good Underftanding and AgrcemcB^ ^ad 
CO order the Sailors and Marines, wd ajfo^he 
Soldiers fcrvingas Part of the Complements otpar 
Ships, toafliftOur Un<J Forces, :if judged expe- 
dient, by taking Foil m Shore* mwniBg.^at, 
teries ; covering the Boats* fccunng the fafe «««- 
barkatioa of the Troops s and fucb other Serricea 
at Land, as mn be ^oaOileiit w«h the &to af 



¥kKk. And in.wt)«r to td^Ui/h the -ftfiAeft 
^. Uinom dMit may hii htvweetk you md th« Coii%- 
^ mandcr in Chief of our Ships, you are hereby 19- 

* quired to communicate thefe Inftruftions to him, 
■^i qlENk ibe *#ai te ^ire^ted to conMiuoicate ^Q(e» lie 
^'^y^ftoAn, to.^ou, , 

: ^ 4 JifiL Yba^ktt, fhm ^ime to Time, And asyou 
^^:cflia}l fomife QppoitUdi<y« fend confbanC Accounos of 

* your Proceedinga, ik tht Eseecutioii of thefe pur 

* Inftrudions, to one of Our principal Secretaries of 

* State ; from whom you will receive (bdi farther 
c^ i3MkifKQuid "OiivS&btf^ as We m$ff -think fteip^ to 

' * ' tVi% 9uD(st AoiFcbviirE^tlienfin&Bmed the?Gouit, 

iQhttt^iie'isvnvtiidftrufted to^ivetipfiniyiPoint, ^vbereki 

'iLiMclimiit 6dftebal;Sir fobn :Mmigmi (tifiuldofiii^tkr 

^^Wfiton, ^t«ii(the*£Aiid€ii(afi, to have difobeycd bis 

iiMbq^fley's S>«A9ts imd liiSoi^ions-; but the Matttr 

which he thinks it is hisDietty cliiefty ^0 infill: -iipon, 

3iri:^beM%tifaefKtabfpai ^Ob^&&)ttf die Expedition, - is a 

<Mfdtit^i|»ice of the ftoond Amtitlc bf/the I(iftrU(iiions 

-jifft fOmMad^-^bftite tosthe '^ attempting^ 9s far 

^iafi ribmU be ifonnol /pstiAicaioicr, aDbTceot^'With 

"*S^ For<K06 lotider liis.Coiiinbaii4 on. the \Fr^Mi& 

^^ 'Cb^^ at, 1^ ^neuu^ Rwibi^^ m brd4r to attack, 

'^■'^tfiptttttitatbie^ larsd, -by a vigorousilmpreflkui, ^fonce 

" that Place, and to burn ^tidHc&xo^^ tOrthetut^ 

^i«lAl?^Olf hU'/F»veri i*l •Docks, Ma^aine$, *Ar- 

'^t^»M^ )xiiitiiSh^iag,<hat)lhQiuld be found (Heie, 

"♦^^^^ifcrc fudhioiher Efforts, as hedhotfld Judge- 

"•^^i^^^^er &r amroying»the Enemy ;*' — and chat 

^IM ]^iiten€i$^^m«tnddd ao >he iaid be^e (hem.was 

^irillyiilly ttp|Jlttqib*e tp' that f Of . . - 

' '"^^^ffatowmg l^em were:^^^ before: the 

CittftJbyfkhe^ild^^dvooate^ and rcead ;-N^ftwne of 

^^ef|i^«l$Werrtl(g<4ocbe ato\fle:ii^rui£lion$, Wdjbeiag 

'Ah ^"^Namrec'^af tfirfrieqoeiit Osders cdnBrming, 

'^^ro^^y iiti^sM^ngy aiitd iin^patc/ qjgilatoing tb^ if^d 

♦ - ' i In- 



ItnftruftJoftSj an<i the others, cithci' as inttCidn&ofy 
to the former. Or as acknowledging the Receipt of 
theta ; viz. ' - : - : : 

A Letter from Sir John MordautU to Mr, Secretary 

Pitt, dated IJle of IVigbty iixhA^uft 1757, ^^ 

/ ' qt Night (proved upon Oath to have beea received 

by Mr/ IFcod^ and idocketted by Mr* Rivers^ and) 

admitted by Sir John Mordaunty viz^ 

' * Sir, ' ^ 

' '^ Being honoured with his Majefly's Command to 

* correfpond with you, I think it my Duty to ae- 

* *quaiht you, that on my Arrival here on Mondi^ 

* laft, I was difappointed in finding none of the Tranl^ 

* ports were come rouiid, and morie fo in that I have 

* not yet been abl? to hear any pofitive Account of 
' * them : I have however employed. this Interva}. in 

'giving fuch Orders, as I thought neccflary to have 

* the Troops here in Readinefkfor their Emoarkation 
«• at a Moment's Warning. 

* Having, on the Perufal of my Gommiffion, fomc 

* Doubt, how far I afm impowered to carry the Sen* 

* tences of Courts Martial in Capital Cafes into Exc- 
' * cution, during niy abode within, hfe Majcfty's Do- 

* minions, I fhould be glad, as foon as may be, to 
' * know what is hisMajefty's Intention on that Head» 

« as there are now many Defcrtcrs with us ordered 
• • for immediate Trial. 

* I muft alfo beg Leave to trouble you further, 

* on a Matter which occurs to me relative to theScr- 
« vice I am going upon; which is, t^at having 

* fince my Arrival -here converfcd with Sir Edward 

* Hawke and Vice Admiral KnowleSy who both 

* feem of Opinion, that it is pollible, from the 

* Nature of the Navigation to Rocbeforty the Fleet 

* may be detained even in Sight of the Coaft of 

* France for a Week or ten Days, without be- 
^ ing dble to get into the Road, or off the Ifle 
^ D'Aiic^ during which Time an Alarm will ne- 

« ccffarily 
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* cel&fily be given in thdfe Parts ; thU Conjuffd 
•'turc and Situation, if it fhould.hapipcn, appears to 

* me fo very delicate, and equally to the other Ge- 

* rteral Officers on the Expedition, who may, by Ac- 

* cident to the firft in Command^ come to be under 

* the fame Difficulty (the Succefs of our Undertake 

* ing depending^ a$ I apprehend^ on the Suddennefs 

* of its Execution) that I (houid be glad, if it is 
*' thought proper, to have a Dire£Uon^ howl am to 

* aft in that Cafe. ^ . » 

• I fend this by ^ Officer, who will take Care to 

* deliver it fafeiy. I am, &?f* Ji Mcrdaunt4 
Right Hon. William Pitt^ 

Secretary of State, 

A true Copy of a Letter f'rom Mr. Secretary Pit I 
. to Six John Mordaunt^ d?iitd Whitehall^ i^thJu^ 

g^ftj ^757 (P^pve^ by Mr, H^ood) 'viz, 
" Sir, ' 

1 I immediately laid your Letter of the 1 1 th Inrt. aC 
' Ni^ht before the King ; and am commanded by his 
' Majefly to let you know, that his Royal Intentions 

* arc, that you (hould» by Virtue of your Commif-* 

* fion, carry th6 Sentences of Courts Martial in ca- 
'. pital Cafes into Execution, during your Abode 

* within his Majefty's Dominion3,/io long as the 
^ Troops under your Command fhali continue under 

* their prefent Deftination, according to the .King*a 

* Orders and Inftruflions. 

. ' With regard to the fuppofcd Cafe, as ftated in 

* your Letter, and ariiing from Converfation had 
' with Sir Edward-Hawke and Vice- Admiral Knowks^ 

* namely, that it is poffible the Fleet may be de- 

* taincd in Sight of the Coaft of France for a Week 
^ or ten Days, without being able to get into the 

* Road of Racbefart^ or off the Iflc of Aix^ during 
*. which Time an Alarm will ncceffarily be given in 

* tbofe Parts; in which Cafe you exprcfs a Defire, 

* if thought proper, to have a pardcularDiredioOf 
' how to a£t : I aoi. commanded thereupon by the 

B • King, 
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« King, to fign^^y to you his M<[jcfty*$ Plfsafun;, ihat 

* you, or fuch other Officer, on whdm the Comfoapd 

* fliay dtvolve, dp, in conforqiity to ihe Latitude 
^ ^V€n by his Majefty's Inftru^tions, judge of the 

* rra£licability oi the Service, on the Sjpot, according 

* ias concingsnt Events, and particular CiFcumftgncea 
^ may require: The King jud^ng it highly prejudi-* 
^ ciat to the Good of his Service to give particulaf 
^ Orders and Directions ^tth Regard to poIHble cpn- 

* tingentCafe|^ that may arife. 

I aiii» &?<:. . , 

Sit John Mordaunt. ty. Pitt.\ 

A Letter from Sir Jobn Mmrdaunt to Mr. Secretary 
P^tj dated Hcad-Qyarters, Niwparty 20th Au- 
guft 1757 (the Receipt thereof being proved by 
Mr. fFood^ and admitted by Sir Jabu Mordaunt) 
viz. 

* Sir, 
^ i have the Honour of your Commands, dated 

* Auguft 13th, and you may depend upon it, that his 
/ Majefty's Orders (hall be moft punctually obferved. 

f Mr. Thames^ who has long been, and now is, 
^ Agent for the Tranfports, came here the 17th from 

* Porffmcutby he faid, he came over on Purpofe from 
^ thinking ft ht$ Duty to inform me, the Traniports 

* were not fufficient for the Number of Troops; 
^ I own his Converfation much puzzled me, as L 
' knew our Expedition (houid meet with no Delay on 
^ one Hand, and that the Prefervation of ihe Soldiers 
^ Healthy ought, on the other, to be thought on. At 
^ length 1 recoile^d twopf the Commiflioners of the 
' Admiralty were at Pert/mouthy to whom I fent a 

* Leticr^ a Copy of which I npw inclofe to y<iu : 

* Though I have fince heard nothing from the Comv 

* miffioncrs, or Mr. Thames^ I thought it my Duty to 

* mention this Circumftance to you, being informed 
« laft Night, by a Letter fxomSir Edward Hawie^ 

. • ^ ^. Mhat 
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* that ^a.Gs^reAi is &nt to che'Navy Boird upon this 

* OccaTipriT • " ^ ^ '• - - "^ - • /"^ ^ 

.• The Troops ve in great Spirit's, and wait impi- 
"* tijcntjy for the Tranfpbrts.' • ' 

* * I am, fcf^. 

* Ri^ht Hop. fFm. Pin, his 7. MordattnL' ' 

* fcrctary of ^tate^*^ 

Cppy <^ ^I^ttpr from Sif John Mordaunt to'tbmfi 

jni'^ojj^ers Qt th.e 4.drpir^^ ^t Pofif^U^B, dat^d 
Hcad-Quartcrsi Newport ijrth 4hw^ ^75h'^^4* 
f^ffdfjf l^igl^F XbeiOjg inclofcd in the latj' hienti9ned 
JLgttcr .to NIlt. Pij^fj arid i^ fuch ^f^red to Be rc;|d 
^y^\fy^h Morua^pt, ^^PUgh not infifted' U£dh as 
injit'^iju^ ,tp t|ije pr^^^ wz! ""'^'^ 

^ .Mr. fK4«fA ^§05* /or Jh^ Trftpfports, hg? juft 

* been with us, and (ays, ibe thinkiP It his Py^ to 
"^ qacniiDiQ, tl^at the Traofpprte arit wt fHftcjpRf co 

* carry the Nttfnhcr of Trbops. 

* We (uH jhim l^hh this Letter, that he ipay ex- 

* plain his Reafons for the Opinion he gives, and, 

* if you :fiiid them faiilf^jftor;^, m flatter cnirfelves 

* fomeMethodinaybciowAd.'wi^^^ 

* i^y,,5ojfedr5j$ the Grievance. 

* '^ lam, Gentlenien, (fc. 

< To Tkofas Qriy fjmur and ■ ^ ■'\ - '•^' ' ''' 

* GilberVE^iottj Efqrs.' Lords 

* Commiflioners of the Ad- 

' mifalty,; at Porffincutb^ ' ' 

A Letter f^om Mr. .Secretary ^i/i to .Sir Jolbn Met- 

daufiiy dateA ;]^^if/^i^^?5, ^th' Sept. '1757^* JP^"** 

o^'Cldck in the'A|ternbon ^the *h^c bbih^ ^t the 

fame Time vftoit\o^} Edward 'ff^^e^ mutatis 

, nrntafidsSf proved by M/. j^^(?fij ^7^. 

B a •Sir, 
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^ii^: * Sir,/ .-. : . '^. ' . 

^. The Wind liaving been fair for the Tranfports 
-f ^6\P^§fi'Spifhead^ ever fince Fr/ioy ^orning, I am 

* to acquaint.you, that his Majefty expeds, with Ira- 

* patience, to hear, that the Troops are embarked ; 
« 'but, if by any Delay the Embarkation (hould iiot 

* he cpm pleated, when this Letter reaches you, I am 

* to fignify to you the King's Pleafure, that the moft 
. * particular Diligence be employed in getting the 
]^ Troops on Board, and proceeding, without the 
; 'Lofs of a Moment, to the Execution of your Or- 
[^ ders and Inftruclions with regard to the Expcdi- 
/• tion under your Care. 

\ * His Majefty being informed, that ten Battalions 
' • under the Orders of Sir John LigonieTy were all 

* compleatly embarked at Williamjladi withih the 

* Courfe of the twenty four Hours, in which they 

* arrived at that Place, the King expefts to hear, by 

* the Return of this Meffenger, that the Fleet with 

* the Troops under your Command on board have 
' • proceeded to Sea, inVafe the Wind permits,, agree- 

* able to your Orders and Inftruftions. 

M am, t?r. 

H^. Pitt, 

• P. S. The MelTenger that carries this has my Or- 
-*-der8 to ftay tobring an Account of the Fleet's failing.' 

A Letter frot^ Sir John Mordaunt to Mr. Secretary 
t Pitt^ dated Port/mouthy 6th September^ nine at 
Night (the Receipt being proved by Mr. fVood^ 
and admitted by Sir John Mordaunt) viz. 

• Sir, 

* I had this Morning the Honour of yours of the 
.* 5thlnftant, andean aflure you, that not a Minute's 

* Time has been loft in embarking the Troops, 

* Though the firft of the Tranlports did hot ar- 

* rive at Cowes^ till 5//»i^j^ Evening, we began the 
« Embarkation at Day-break the next Morning, and 
I continued putting the Troops on boards till after it 

* was 
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* was dark. Wc have followed the fame Method to' 

* day, and by that Means I have now the Pl€afure*^to 

* acquaint you, that I finilhcd the Ennbarkation of 
^ the laft Regiment at about fix this Evening. 

* I be^ you will do me the Favour to mention to 

* his Majefty, that we were obliged to march the 

* Troops^ and Baggage five Miles to the Place of 

* Embarkation, and that we were then forced to put 
''the Men in fmall Boats, in which they were rowed 
' above a Mile, before they could embark in the 
' Tranfports : Whereas at fVtlliamJiadt the Troops 

* marched diredly from the Quay into the Tranf- 

* fporrs without the leaft Poflibility of a Delay. 

' It is both my Duty, and the Pride of my Heart; 

* to execute with the utmoft Difpatch and Diligence* 
' the Orders his Majefty has honoured me with, and 

* I flatter myfelf a very Ihort Time will now (hew it. 

' I am, 6s?r. J. Mordaunf.* ' 

* The Right Hon. IFm. Pitt: 

A true Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to Sir 
John Mor daunt yddXtA Whitehall^\^t\i September 1757 
(the like being at the fame Time wrote to Sir Edward 
Hawke^ mutatis mutandis^ being proved by Mr. Rivers^ 
and admitted by Sir John Mordaunt.) 

VSlR, 

* His Majefty, by his fecret Inftruftions, dated^ 

* the 5th Day of Auguft laft, having direfted the 

* Return of the Troops under your Command, to- 

* gethcr with the Fleet " fo as to be in England 2lZ^ 
*• or about, as near as may be, the End of Septem^ 
*' ier^ unlefs the Circumftances of the Foitres and 
** Ships ftiall neceffarily require riieir Return fooncr,** 

* I am now to fignify to you the King's Pleafurev that 

* you do not cbnfider the above- mentioned TimeV 

* limited for your Return, as intended, in any Man- 

* ncr, tQ affeft or interfere with the full Execution of 
/ tbe.firft and principal Objedb of the Expedition^ 
.^jiaqpely, *' attempting, as, far as (hall.be found 

*' ppadlicable, a Dcfcent on the French Coaft at or 
B 3 " near 
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VrtjtiiAt H^^for^r^ inpr^pr t<>^ttacki if praai^bfe* 

V an4,.by^ ayigorpus Jmpref^on, fww 

*f ap4 to bufii. and;deftroyj to the utttiott of.your 
" Powcr^ .^il.Shjppi jg^ l3ocks^ Magazirt^ and Ar- 
*.* ftnalft, that Ihall be wup^J^crc^ and qcert fuch 
*i Whier Efforts^ as fhail be jugged moft p'foper for 
*f annoying the Enemy.** And with rega^^ any. 

* other parti^uiai: Attempt, y'^!}!^''?;. ?S^^^^'7 .^P Y^^^ 

* Orders^ you Ihall have commenced, . and in the 

V Execujjon.whereoif, you ^all be aftuaUy jehgagc^d, 

* it js alfo ,his Majefty's rle^ure,, that you do n<^| 

* d.efift fron^,, or break up ^the faoie, mci'ely and 

* folely on. Account of the Time Ifmited For your 
V Return by the Inftruftions above-mentioned j— but 

* that, not withlianding the fani^, you do continuq with 

* the, Troops during fuch a farther Number of Days, 

* a$ may afford a competent Time for the Completion 

* of any Operation under the above Circumftances \ 

* after which you are to take Care to retufn with the . 

* Forces under your Command, and the Fleet, in the 

* Manner direfted by your former InftfuAions. 

•A Paragr,aph of a, Letter frbrii Sir ydbfi MSrdaunt tq 
Mr. Secretary Av/, dated kamtliesj Rade dt 
Bajqucy 3oih September 1^57, acknowledging the 
Receipt of th^ laft meritibhfed Letter (the Receipt 
being proved by Mr. ff^oody and admitted by Sir 
'JchnMdrdaufft) wi. 

.* SiR» /..' ,..,.•. .... 
, ; * L^ft Xhurfdi^yl had the Honpiir of yours of the 

* ..15th Inftanti and am plcafe^. with thinking,, that 

* before the. Receipt of it we hacl judged rij^ht in 

* refolvjogto attack VJJU P'Aix^ tho* it could not 
f jw/BWy be, done, without peaking in fome Mear 

* fure intQ his Majefty's Orjdert ih regard to the 
^ Time of our returning to £a[f/W.' 

^ THRiE ofVhe Kpers ktibvc-ttiifntibntd (us toritftin- 
ing Ijitelligcnce t)fbyed by S^ei'ctirjrP/i'/^tahave 
'been cbrnmunicated to Sir ^hn If^vrddmnt ^t fcv^ril 
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Meetings, bef<w-lie went upon the Expedition) wiere 
then read, viz* 

I. A Itctlir from Cq>tain, now Lieutenont-Cdoqrl? 
' Clerk to Sir Jibn LtgMtir^ date^, I^^^, >^ 

15th 1757- 
♦Sir, 

♦ Yob have defired ine to put down in writing. What 

* I mentlbned to ^our Excellency in regard o'i Roebrfsri. 

'* In retmnidg from Gibrakair in 1 754, 1 Went albng 
.^ Part of the wefiem Coaft of Pran^t to fee- the Con^ 

* dickmi of fome of their Fortifications of their Pla« 
^ ces of Importance, on purpoie to Judge^ if ah 
^ Attempt could be made with a Probability of Suc« 
^ ccfss in cafe of a Rupture^ and of the iFrtncb 
^ drawing away their Tr4ops to Fland^si Imfyy intl 
/ Germany J in the £mie Manner as they did in the 

* laft W4r. I had heard thatiR<vfo/^/, tho* a Pladc 
^ of the utaioft Importance, had been very much 

* negjiefked. I went there, and waited upon the Gd- 

* verndr in my. Regimentals, tokl him, that I' was 
-* upon my Vi^Lj to England from' Gibrab^y and thdt 

* I came on purpofe to fee the Place, the Dock, and 

* the Men erf War. He was vtry polite 5 I wis 

* Ihcwcd every Thing, went on board ten Ships 6f 
^ the Line new built, and an Engineer attendai me 

* in going round the Place. 

^ 1 was furprifed to find, that tho* there was a 
^ good Rampart with a Revetement, the greateft Part 
^ of it was not flank'd but with Redans ; that there 

* were no Out- Works, no CdVcrt-Way, and in ma- 
^ ny Places no Ditch, fo that the Bottom of the 
^ Wall was feen at a Diftance ; that in other Places, 
' where the Earth had been taken out to form the 

* Rampart, there was left aboot them a good Height 

* of Ground, which was a Difadvantage to the Place ; 
> tjat for above the Length of a Front there was ho 
^ Rampart, or even Intrenchment, but as theGrouiid 

^ was low and marlhy at that Place, being next the 
. ^ J<iver, there w^rc fome fmall Ditches, which wtrc , 

84 ^ ^7 
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^TIONofthc Bapcr>* 

miicufed ^^ Memotm 

♦* fur h Force ikftudte 

** dc la Ffv$ue^ « ics 

' •^^ Sefviccs, auxqu^i 

. «♦ BUc eft emptoyA 

V .titns L'Aiinc 1757/^: 

^ ^he iatam <boins pto- 

.^ laithfnl Ttaiiffatioii^ 
ttnd the OrigUisri being 
at the fame Time laid 
before the Cbiirt ft* 
their Sakisfkdtion.) ^z. 

MEMORIAL 

.* Of the aftual Force of 

^ Froftiie liy La^d, and 

. * theSwvices on wliich 

* St is empl0)red in tbfc 

^ Year 1757. 

* jL at the Beginr^ihg 

* of the prc&ot TrouWes 

* confiftcdonlyof 157,347 

* Men, not including the 

* Militia and the Invalids. 

* It was compofcd in the 
^ following Manner^ 

French 



M E M O I R.S 

£Vrr la F&rce aSuelk it & 
France ^^rfirr^, it lis 
&eri)iees inxqn^k rile eft 
tmplty€e dans T annU 

1757- ^ 

L^Armee Frari'fdrfe, au 
Conmenceme^ des 
Treuites prefentes^ nf con^ 
J^it qi^en T5r»34-7 
Hommesy non comprife /# 
Milice et les Invalides. Elte 
etoit comfofie de la Manieri 
fuivante \ 

Ir 
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• Artillery. 

• FbteigttPdot 

« King's Ifoafd. 

• Pmch Ho^fe 
' Foreigti HofffB 
^ Dragoons 

^ Ha£rs 

• Light Troopi 
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Horie3,2io 

960 

7.^80 
$69 
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^ In the Month of dn^ 

* ff?^ '755* an Augtrtcn- 
^ ^on wfts mi^de ot tour 

* Conlpanies or 45 Men 
^. each, in every Battalion 

* of the King's Regiment^ 
^ and of four Companies 
• ' of 40 Mctt each, in ever 
\ ry common Battalion of 
^ Fr^wi Foot,which made 
i in all 29,620 Men. 

* About the fame time 
f an Augmenution was 
f made in the Dragoons, 
? ^which made up every 
f Regiment four Squa- 
^ drons of 640 Men^ ma- 
f king in all 2560 Mep. 

^ In the Month of Ik- 
? cem^t of the fame Year 
^ 1755,^0 Augmentation 
^ was alfo madt in the 
^ Uorfc of 10 N|fcn a 
^ Company, in all 5560 
f Men, 

*The Royal Vokinteers 
.^ and jRf/^i&tf/s Go^ips wfete 
> alfo augmented ; wqdo 
.^ not kno^ C3fa6lly to 
,^ )lirhat Number-,. but, ac- 
cording 



rnfimtorfe i^fancoiCii 

Arfillerie 

Ihfanterie EtrftAgiM 
Mtffoii da Roy* Cavil, 
Cjnrakrib Frsnc6i(e 
Cavalerie Stranger^ 

Sragons 

TfOiqpei jbegeres. 
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4^MmfA(^ I75S> 

^ Omfi^ies ie j^^ Him- 
ffM chacune dans €bafue 
BatSilon du Regit^m du 
Ray^ et de 4 Comp^mes de 
4D Hommes chamne^ dans 
cbaqtie BataiUon ordinaire 
dePInfanterie Fran^oife: 
ce quifaifQi4 tn t^t 29,620 
rio^fftds. 

i Environ le meme Tems^ 
urn Augmentaticnfefitdam 
les Dragonsy qui porta 
cj^aque Rtgimeni a 4 Efia-^ 
drons de 640 Hommes mon- 
tant en fout ^ 2yg6o 
Hottsnfes^ 

Au Mois ifcDecembre 
de la fh&me Annie }fjss^ 
Une Augmentation fe^Jii pa^ 
reilkHient dans la Cavaler4e, 
de ro "Hommes ptir Com* 
pagnie^ en tout. 5,5^0 
Hopmes. 

Lei Volont aires RoyaUx^ 
e^ les eorpt de Fifcher^ fu- 
rent ai^i afit^entis.% nous 
He fa^^ns fas an jufie de 
comkien^ mais^ felon . nos 
Avis^ 
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cofiiing to our Advices, 
this Augmentation came 
to 68.0 M€n, or therea- 
bouts. Thefe feycral 
Augmentations amount 
to 38,420 Men; and 
confequently, the French 
Army (without reck- 
oning the Militia and the 
Inv&iids, which I put at 
above 67,000) is com- 
pofedof 196,000 Men. 
They have, it is true, 
raifed two new Regi- 
ments in the Country of 
Liege ; but notwithftan- 
ding that, their regular 
Troops are under 
200,000 Men. 
* The Iflands of Mi- 
norca and Ccrfic-Cy with 
the Colonies in America^ 
take up 25,000 Men at 
lead •, th^y embarked in 
theuSpring, 3, or 4000 
Men for different Servi- 
ces in the two Indies \ 
Marflial if Etree'% Ar- 
my, if the Regiments 
were compleat, would 
amount to'92,coo Men; 



Marfliai Ricbelieu^h is 
32,665 ; a Body of 6 
or 7,000 Men muft-alfo 
be reckoned, which they 
are obliged to keep in 
Garrifon SLtTaulan^Mar- 
feilleSy Ceitey Jntibis^&ct. 
at Hand for that Part of 
the Coaft. 

* Ac 



Adisy^ cette Augmenfatibn 
alloit a 680 HommeSy gu 
environ. 

Routes ces differentesAug- 
mentationsmontenta 38,420 
Hommes ; et par conjequent 
rArmee Fran^oife ► ( fans 
compter la Malice et les In- 
validesj queje meis au deB 
de 67,000) eft compojee de 
196,000 Hommes. ihon/^ 
a U veriti^ kve dmx^N&u- 
veaux Regiments dan^'li 
Pais de Liege ; m(us mal^ 
gre tout cehy leurs "Troupes 
reglees font au , dffffoUi di 
deux Cent MiUe Hommes. ' 



Les Ifks de Mifiorqoe ei 
de Corfe avec les Colonies 
en Amerique, occupentau 
Moins 25,000 Hommes { 
lis ont fait emharquer^ au 
Printers J 3 a 4000 Hdm^ 
mes par differ ens Servicei 
aux deux Indes ; FArmei 
de MoPifieur le Mareihah 
d'Eftrees, fi les Regimens 
etoient complits^ iroit a 
giyooo Hommes *f celle dU 
Maricbal de Richelieu efi 
de 32,665. // faut auffl 
compter une Corps de 60k 
7000 Hommes^ quails font 
obliges de tenir en Garmfoh 
^Toulon, Marfcilles, Q^t* 
tc, Antibes, i^c. a portie 
\ de cette Partie de leur C6te. 

Selon 



Selon ce CalmU done 
vnld 160,000 Hommes dt 
are j 00,000 regular Troupes relies etnpkyies^ 
Tropps employed; there I // ireftera environ 4Q,oo3 



* According to this 
Calculation. then, there 
J 60,000 regular 



will reaiain about 4t),ooo 
Men for all the Garri- 
ipi^s from Sedm to the 
Frontiers of Sv)iJJerland 5 
as alfofor thofe of Rgu- 
fillon and Gvienne^ with- 
out fpeaking qI Flanders 
and the Ctf^. . 
. * We reckon about 
20;,ooo Men placed 
from St.FMerjrioBergue-^ 
ibthat we have all the 
Reafpn to belipv^ that 
there cannot be 10,000 
Men more fr m St. Fa- 
lery to BourdeauxJ 



Hommes pour tons le^ Gar- 
nifons. depuis Sedan juf" 
qu^aux Frontiers de la S uiffe, 
d^ metne que pour celles du 
Roufillon ^/ J^/iaGuienne, 
fans parlfr de la Flandres 
et de la Cote. 

^ Noui comptons environ 
20,000 Hommes places de- 
puis St.VzkvyjuJqu*. dBer- 
gue^ defafonque nous avons 
tout lieu de croire, qu^U ne ' 
peut pas'y avoir 10,000 
Hommes de plusj depuis St. 
Yd\cryjufqu*a Bourdeaux. 



.III. The Minutb taken in Arlington-Jireety Auguft 

^ 1757, containing the Examination of Jofe^h fierry^ 

2, French Pilot, fa Tranflation being at tHe fame 

Time- laid before the Court, but not offered to 

them as authentick) viz. 

* Arlington-Jireetj Auguft 1757. 
* Prcfcnt, 

* Lord Anfon, Mr. Secretary Pitt, 
.* Sir Ed. Hawke, Gen. Ligonier, 

* Lt.Gen.SirJ.Mordaunt, Adm. Knowles, 



* Major Gen. Conway, 

* Lord HolderncfTe.* 

^ T 'Exiomm&JofepbTi' 

* ■*-' erry Filott Fr an fois 9 
•Natifde 

* ' Protcftant de 
^ Religion, aiant ete exa- 
•mine, dit — ^Qu^il a ex- 

* crce le metier de Pilote 

• fur 



Capt. Clarke. 

TRANSLATION. 

JOfeph Tierry a French 
Pilotj born 

of the F rote f- 
tant Religion^ having been 
examined^ faith^ — ^ That 
be has been for above 20 
Tears in the Employ- 
ment 
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* fuf Ics Cotes At France 

* au dc la dc vingc ans, 
^ qu*iJ a fcrvi comme pre- 

* rhierPllotcabord dedi- 

* vers vaificaux duRoi de 

* France^ & nommcment 

* du Magnanimc, fur le 

* quer il a (ervi pendant 
^ V efpece de vin^ ct deux , 
^ Mois^ qu*H a conduit' 

* Ic dit vaiflcaux Ic Mag- 

* nanime plufieurs Fois a 

* Rade de Vljle de Jix^ 

* ct,qu*il connoitbien V'en- 
^ tree & la fortic dc: la dire 

* Rade i que le chennel 

* entrc les (Jles D* Oleron^ 

* & de Rbi a trois licues, 
^ dc large ; qu'ii y a lou- 

voie fur le Magoanime i 
que les Bancs qu il faut 
eviter font pres de la ter- 
rc ; qu*on en peut dif- 
lingucr UsSrifaps zut\c 
diftance confiderable ; 
quM y a une Banc nom- 
mee le Soiard^ dent on 
me tourre pas grand 
rifque» moienn^nt les 



/* 



menf of d Pitpt^ oh ibi 
Coajis of France, and hdi 
ferved as firfi Pilot ok 
BHardfevetal of theFrtnch 
King^s Ships J having Been 
for' twenty-two Moi^ths on. 
Board the Magnanimc^ 
which fat d Ship be has fe- 
ver al^imes hr ought into the 
Road of the Ifle d'Aix, and 
knows very well how to go 
in and out of the fat d Roaa% 
that the Channel between 
the I^nds ^/Rhe tf»i Ole- 
rpn ts 3 Leagues broad^ and 
that he has turned* it in 
and out in the Magna- 
nime. ^at the Shoals^ 
which are to be avoided are 
near tbi Land^ and the 
Breakers are tji djfiivguiflf^d 
at a conjiderable Difiancei 
that there is a Shoal called 
the Bo^ard, which ij not 
very dangerous^ astbi 
Breaker s^ew its Situation % 
that the Entrance into the 
Roadof Kxx^ is mtfb dif- 



ficult as to require a 



Brifansyt{\x\ annqncent fa ; to biding ingreaf Ships yjbqt 



fituation •, Q^je pour en- 
trer a la Rade d'yfix^ il 
n* y a.p^ de tcUes diffi- 
ciilces, qu*il foit necef- 
fairc d'avoir un Pilote 
pour y conduire dcs 
grands vaiffe;iajc-^qu*il y 
a bon n)Ou)liage (ant en 
dedans U Rade quVn 
dc- 



there is good Jncbpragi 
both within the Roaa, and 
out at Seay in 12 and 1*4 
Fathom Water ^ qfiite to 
Bayonne, 



fbat 
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14 Brafles d'eau jufqu^a 
Bayonne. 

vitw fepc Wktsid^Jn- 
glaem it dscau^ & 
uoe qwraocatfie de Ca- | o^w/ 40 itiurs or 
bane^ ou Maifons^ raf- \ tagetbewm a kind €f VU^ 

U^ei thdtPberi is a Bat- 



That thiae d^Aix ir 
aiouifeven^pglii(h MUes 
in Circumftrmce ; tbtrtart 
aiout ^o Huts or ti&ufes 



f fttnbtis dans unc efpece 

♦ dcviUagKj qu^lyaune 

< Battsrip dc vingc quatre 
« a Ttngtfix canoDs de 14 

♦ lb. de'Bakv maia qu*il 
« nVapointdcFonifiw- 

* tion ; que les.plus gros 

• vaiflfcaux pcuvcnt en ap- 

* prochcr de bicn pres, & 

* qw h vaificaM 1« IWUg- 

* iiainime Jiml pwn^it « 

< pfll d« «ea^8 d^gsniirie 

* la ditc Battcric, 

* Que Ic plus ^roe v%f- 
« n9Xp.4u]f€fttaionierji^- 
*. q«'a Virger^^ »- deux 

• miles Anglo fes de Tetn- 

• bouchurc <J* 1ft Riviere 

< weQlcMfiCafim«»i8c:E 



ter^ of a4, *r 26 Gunsy tx 
Poundars^ tut that there 
is no Foriyioation ; that the 
Urg^ ^fs mof corns very 
near it^ and that the Mtg* 
naninuj aione^ migbi de- 
Jiroy^ the /aid Battery ia i 
veryjbort Time. 



"That the largejt ShJps 
can go up as far as Vgrge- 
rot, t^o EogUfh nMks 
from the Moutb of the Ri^ 
verj with their Guns and 
AbUy that the River is very 
narrow. > 



4ft fort etfoite. 
V Quft ItW pQut niotEre i That Men mof ie land* 
duMondeaterreaunord I ed to the North of a BaP- 



d'udc;6^rieDQa>E»^4c 
Fa^jfitW/i^ns cere yudu 

ou b cm4in eft fei^e et 
unit 4^. i^grwdrs ^wtee 
desCanons desVaUfitaui^. 
^ Qoftdc I'etidraib qu 
rpti matipied aMy<^ jui^ 
qw't Uo^hefcri il ^ a ^inq 
mllet ^/«(/^^i, teClicr 
* min 



tety called de Fourras, ^;7r 
of Sight of the Eorty on 
Meadow where the Gronnd^ 
is fni and leveiy and with* 
in Randpm-Sbot of the 
Skips Qum. 

.^baifrom tie Landing- 

PJace to Ex>cht(Qtty isfve 

Englifli Milesy the Roadi 

dry^ and not tntetfeSlied ei^ 

iber 
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min fec» > & n*cft point 
coupe par des fof&s, ny 
dcs marais. 

* Quelavillceftprefquc 
entourrce par un ram- 
parc, mais que Tendfoir, 
qui aboudt a la Riviei:e 
des deux cotes^ il D'y a 
point de mur Tefpace de 
foixantepas, qui»*cftfer^ 
tne fimpienient que par 
uneBarriere ou Palifade, 
et que le terrain pour 
aborder les dices Pali- 
fades n*eft coupe d* au- 
cun Fofle/ 



tier by Ditches^ or MnrOfs^ 



That the Crty is althofi 
furrounded with a Ram^ 
partrbut that on both Sides^ 
in that Place tuhieh ends at 
the River there is no Walt 
for the Length of fixty Pa^ 
ces^ the Inchfute being onl) 
a Bar or Palifade^ and the 
Gfound to come up to tbi 
PaUfade is not Jnterfe^d 
by any Fojfe. * 



Lieutenant Colonel Robert Clerk whd 
was employed as principal - Engineer on th6 Ex- 
pedition, being fworn and queitioAed; Whether hrf 
was at any Time at Rocbefort ? * ' 

Anfwered^ Yes, in the Year 1 754. 

^ Whether he at any^ -Time wrote a Letter id 
ISiv John Ligonier tOMcliiti^ ida/Q State or Strength of 
Rochefm ? ; ' 

A. He did in the Month of July laft* 

The Letter before read, which bears date the 15th' 
of July 1757, being fliewn Co him, he faul, that the" 
fame is of his Writing, and is the Letter he now re- 
fers to; the- Contents of which he remembers, per- 
^fcaiy. 

Being delired to difclofe to the Court any Matter/ 
other than contained in the faid Letter, which he" 
judges material for the Information of the Court, as' 
tending to fhew the Practicability or Impraftkability 
of an Attack upon Rocbefort^ fo far as the fame was 
communicated to Sir John Mordaunt % ...,-* 

He depofed, that on the 26th of September h&, 
he went to the Ifle of Aix to examine fome of the' 
principal Officers of the Fort, to fee if he could' 
procure from them any Information in Regard to' 

3 Rochefort. 
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EsdfifDfn, He arimindd two or ihrtt at fird, but 
found they would give hint ho diiinft Anfvve^ ori 
whtth te refolded , to €\m with thfetn, and paft thp 
Day,— i^er DinBer^ he told them, that he. had 
fpoke to two or three of the Company in Regard tO 
the Strength of Rsthefotl and other Places on the 
Coaft, i>6t that they Teemed ve^ tfiuch' afraid of 
/ gi^iBg.lhlm the fmallcft Dfegrteof Iftfo?matioh, btrt 
Siat tttfiir Caudon was ^needkfs, as he knew th^ 
State of thofc Places as well as any of thetn : Ott' 
whifch hi took out his PWcilj aAfl drew a (Irghc 
Sketcii;lkft of Rccheihi defcribJAg ite weak Pafr^, 
md theiar beg^a and di^icribed in the fame Manner" 
tflac Xcwift rf jRdr<fe^/'A He did not immediitrfy 
afk'ihfiif Qptnion^ to confiroi what he had faid^ W 
took the Engineer with him, who wis one of xkti 
CoMpany^ and walked round the Fort ; and in the 
Way .tbkl him^ that t^re had been a Difpute between 
him and one of his Acquaintance, who knew notWrtg 
Qf xht Pkos^ but by Healfay, whether Water could 
be thrown round the Town of Rtibeforu irtd theDitch^ 
filled// T^e Bngifteer i^dfweredj k ^as rmpofliWe, 
apoo i\ccqiint ot the Heighth dF fome Parts of the 
Gl-ocnid 3 The Eogifteer added, that he had bftenr 
btfin ziRodnfott^ ftut^hat he could not give fo par-; 
ticular an Account of it, as he had done -,. fof Ittf 
had mo<J«KatiiiMcd It With thcgfeateft Attention, hav- 
ift^aAwa]f(s conlkkrdd it; as an open Place.— ^tKii 
Circimlftijiioe, iie (Lieut- C^L Uttk) ' communicated^ 
w Sir Jplm M^^Minf iM next I>iy (being the ;2'j?thy 
at 9 o^ClocH in «bc Mohiing, and lifcewife' to Major 
Gcncfekj(a»wwf)%a» they were walking together oh th*^* 
T<qj of thC'DotojeOn dver the Gateway of tlhe Fort 4fc; 

hhn at.idie^tine waSj thaf- he was of Oprnio^ hty 
Grtriitaiuhite given t5w"hat xPhftcb Engineisfi' fKjtf 
qo^:fi»cAioa Sub5«ft,aift* ^fl«ed- thi Dcpbnent. ff M 
was in the ^m* Ehgjne*'s SitlixiJbil, ivheth^VW 
wouhttavt ^dtt^wy Mormatidri of that kind : iHe 
' , C ' ''^ ^. ^^teplied. 
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replied, " Different Men have different Charadlers j 
** for my Part I believe him." ^ ^ 

Being alked, "Whether he was fent by Sir John 
Mordaunt to the Ifle of Aix at this Time to get In- 
formation ? 

Jnfwered^ No ; not at this Time. 

Aflied, Whether he had any Recommendation to^. 
the Governor oi Rochefort^ which procured him the 
Civility he met with in being permitted to view 
every Thing ? 

Anfmered^ No ; that he appeared in his Regimen- 
tals openly*, that he has travelled a great. deal in 
France^ and always in his Regimentals, and never 
was refufed feeing any Place, but once at CetPs^ and 
that by a very particular Man, who refufed the' La- 
dies Permiffion to walk ki the Gardens. . . > -'. 

Being queftioned (at. the Defire of Sir J obit Mar^ 
daunt) What is meant by the Expreffion of '* a Front'* 
ufcd in his Letter?. .; ' 

Anfweredy He reckons it at a common Medium ; 
thinks 320 or 300 Yards, 

. ^ If an able Fremh Engineier had as many Work- 
xptvi a; he wanted. atRocheforty how long it would 
t^ke to throw up fuch an Entrenchment, as would- 
make it equally fecure, againft a Coup de^ A^n, with, 
tjic reft of the Works ? 

A. Every Body knows the Diiliculty of anfwcring. 

a (Jueflipp of this Kind, as ic depends much on thR 

Nature of the-Ground ; ljkq\»ife,' what may.be the 

Opinion of a very able Engioteer, much fuperior w 

vhat he pretends to be, might not entirely agree with* 

bis Sentiments; for his Party hefie^kons, thaCiRam-* 

part was confl:ru£l:ed in fo abfurd a Manner, and the ' 

Circumftancc of thfe Ditch fuch, that he imagines it 

not impoffible, that fuch an Entrenchment nright be. 

thrown up, fo as to put it on a Footinjg .with the 

reft of the Place in a few Days Time 5 he cannot 

tnfwer the Queftion with mor€ Prceifiori.. ; ;^ ' 

It being Three o'Clocki A^aurntd. till Tomdrirav^^ 

Mornijijg io o'clock,. . 

* * fhurfday^ 
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. Thursday, DzcEMBEa 15, ^5^57* 
THE COURT being met purfuant to Adjournment^ 

Lieutenant Colonel Qerk was again called in, an<4 
queflioned, as mention is made in his Evidence cf 
the Heighth of fome Part of the GrQund,-*-\Vhcther 
the Inequality of the Ground at Rochefort. is fuch, that 
any part of the Ditch muft be confiderably above. High 
Water Mark ? . 

Anfwered^ He conceives, the upper Part is confi- 
IderabJy higher, than the High- Water Mark ; though 
it is very difficult to judgfc of the Level of Ground 
with the Eye. 

- ^ Whether he made any Enquiry into the State of 
Rcchefort^ after their Arrival in tlie Bafque Road, be- 
fore the 25th of SepUmher ? 

A. On the 24th, he was fent by Sir John Mordaunt; 
from the Ramilies^ which was lying in the Road of 
'Safque^ to the Ifle of Aix^ to examine what Prifoncr^ 
he could find, who had been at Rochefort \ and, at 
the fame Time to reconnoitre the Point, which runs 
(y\M ixom Fouras : He went to the Ifland, whtre he 
found Captain Hamilton^ Aid de Camp to Major Ge- 
neral C(?««;^jy •, who told him, that M^or General 
Conway had taken fuch Prifoners, as he K)wnd capa- 
ble of giviijg any fatisfaftory Account, on Board 
Ship with hi^m j vjpgn which, after fpeakiiig to fome 
of the Prifoners, and not receiving any Satisfaftion, 
and giving hjmfelf the lefs Trouble, as Major Gene- 
ral Conway h^id done that ^Part already, he went on 
Board a ohip -, and, after Dinner, afl<ed Captain How 
Co go along with h'lpi to reconnoitre the Point of Fou-", 
fas ; and' prppofed to him to go on Shore, which waa 
agreed to t' They went accordingly, as . did alfo Mr* 
Boyd sindM^, JP^niiamS'i and after walking a Couple 
of Miles over a fpongy Neck of Land, which i» 
Overflowed at High-* Water, they came Upon thc| fp- 
iid Continent, when he thought it not proper to pro- 
ceed any farther -, left, if they ventured beyond the 
^ ' . ^ C 2 Neck 
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Neck of Land, they might » be furrounded, or cut 
off. They faw Fouras diftinftly, that is to fay, the 
Walls -, they could hot fee the Fortifications, as they 
viewed it by Mocw-lighc,- and b-elitves, ujiwards of 
an Englijh Mile diftant -, they ^Ifo faw a Fire, like 
-the Fiaih of a Pan, about.a Mile. off, which made 
h\m propofc to return on Board Ship : Mf. Boydid^Ay 
lie h^ard a Fuzee go off j but the Depofient cannot 
fay, he did : i hey heard aftetwards, from a Bat- 
tery or Redoubt, (which is called Fort ^AiguiUe) a 
Beating to Arms \ they heard it very diftinftly ; but 
he cannot fay at what Diftance. 

^ If he can recoUeft, how the Wind was at that - 
Time? * ' 

ji. It was perfeftly calm. 

^ Did he make any Obfervations in that Walk ? 
* A. He don't remember any thing ef Confequencc ; 
he reported it next Morning to Sir John Mordaunt. 
^ Whereabouts he went on Shore ? 
A, At the Point of Land Called Iflc Denis \ it runs 
tm from Fort Fouras. 

^ D?d he land immediately on the Shore ? 
A. They landed on a Rock, between which Rock 
and the fotid Continent is the fpongy Ground .he has 
^oken of, ■ ' i 

^ When did he leave GihraUar ? 
. A. In September 1753. 

^ As he mentions in his Letter having been at 
tiacbefort in the Year 1754 ; Whether he has at any 
Time in tlie Interval of three Years, between that 
and 1 757, mentioned the Obfetvations he madie' there ? 
A. He has fpoke of them to one or two People, 
who, he believes, may have mentioned them •, and 
indeed, he fpoke of them with an Intention they 
fhould be mentioned. The Letter to Sir John Ligo- 
flier was wrote by Sir Joiffs Order, and arofe from 
fbme Convcrfation, which had before pafled on the 
Subjeftj^ir John defiring him to pUt his Obfdryations 
in Wrimg. . ' " 
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^ Whether he badany Difcourfe with Sir JohnU^ 
gofiier^ in relation to Rochefart^ before July 1757s 
being cbt Month, in which his Letter is dated ? 

A. He does not know> that he mentioned ah/ 
Thing of Rocbefort to Sir John Ugonier in particular, 
before Xir 1757, 

^ (By Dcfirc of Sir Jcbn Miriaunl) Coird hft 
obferve aliy Bank or Dyke iki Riebefert^ which fepa- 
rated the dry Foflc from the wet cm ? 

A.'Ht remembers none ; be is abfolut^ly clear in 
his Opiaion, it was impoiBbie to iet the Water in att 

^ (by the Court.) Whether if he had been in, 
RHbcfyrf^ Ifid tfat De&oce of the Place had been kft 
to him, as anl^ngioeer, and he had hiuicenDaysNoiice 
of a Force tnarcbit^ up, he could have put it in a fuf- 
fictenc Pofiure of Defence againft a Coup de Main ? 

A. No ; but that depends greatly upon the Num^ 
ber of the Gatrrtfon. He expUined, that, what he un- 
derftands by a Ctmp de Main is taking a Place in one, 
two, three, or four Days Time, wiih^t a regular At- 
tacks * 

^ Could it have been attacked without opening 
Tttnches? 

A. Yes. 

^ Had they firaUng Ladders with them ? 

A. They had fcaling Ladders 30 Feet high ; and 
the Ramparts $t Rosbefv^t were but I5 Feet at the 
hi^ft, takmg in the Parapet •, for in - his Letter to 
Sir John Ligonier . he put down every thing att the 
highcft. 

^ If Rocbefcrt could not have been taken under 
three or four Days^ whether Artilkry wouM ticft 
have been neceflary id facilita(« the taking of the 
Place ? 

A^ Undoubtedly, Artillery wooW have bedn pir6- 
per i but perhaps not abfoiu^ety necefiary. s ' 

^ Had they fucb Artillery J 

^, They bad Artillery for that Piirpofe; and ^ 
:inuCb> as he judged proper, viz. Six 24 Pounders, 

C 3 and 
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and four 12 Pounders, together with fparc Carriages. 

^ Does he think the Artillery could have been 
landed with tolerable Eafe ? 

A. He thinks, very eafily, at Chatekilhn Bay. 
' ^Whether that \%otit\itRochefonS\^toit\\tCharente? 

A. Yes. 

^ How near could the Tranfports come, in order 
to land the Troops ? 

A. The Report of the Rear- Admiral and Captains 
of Men of Waranfwers that Qucftion. 

^ (At Sir John Mardaunt'^ Dcfire) What Day he 
made himfelf Mailer of the Nature of the Coaft ? 

A. The firft he heard of the Report 6f the Rear- 
Admiral and Captains was frbm Captain Buckle on 
the 25th ; and he was' afterwards more fully informed 
on the 28th, and in the Way home. 

^ Does what he fays, in regard to landing the 
Artillery, arife from an Opinion ht formed upon the 
Spot, or what he has heard fince ? 

.A. He formed that Opinion on the Spot; on any 
fandy Beach, he imagines, wherever Troops can 
Jand, Artillery can be landed. 

^ Was he ever prefent and aflifting at the At- , 
^ack of any Place ? - i 

A. He. was at the Siege of Bergen-op-zaom^ a Vo- 
lunteer, and taken Prifoner the Day of the Aflault ; 
he was alfo ^t Port I' Orient^ Engineer in Ordinary, 
which now gives the Rank of Captain ; and went a 
Volunteer with Sir John Mardaunt to OJlend^ bur they 
did not arrive, till alter the Siege ; he faw the Attack, 
^Pjd was afterwards in the Trenches. 

COLONEL JAMES WOLFE, (employed as, 
Quarter- Mafter-Gcneral on th^ Expedition; being 
fworn^ and defired to declare whatever he knows ma- 
terial for the Information of the Court, tending to 
ihew the Prafticability, or Imprafticability, of a Dc- 
fcent on th? French Coaft, in Order to an Attack opr 
on Rochefort at any Time while the'Expcdition was 
on'FQot,— Depofcd, That Sir John Mcfdamt. knt 



M9 ] ; 

ColonfA Fiowardj Lieiitenant-Colonel M«rr^, an4) 
himfclf, on the 29th of Septembery to view the Bay of 
Cbkietaithn, They went firft on board the Viper 
SJ6op,- which anchored neareil: to the Land, and had 
but a very impcrfcdt View of the Land from thence % 
Colonel Howard in particular had a good deal of Con^ 
verfation with the Captain of the Sloop, with regard 
to the Obfcrvations he had made. Not thinking thqy 
iaw any thing diftindlly enough from thence to make 
a Report up^n, they went in a Boat, and rowed with- 
in the great Bay of Cbatelaillon^ within a Mile and a 
half of the Coaft, being as near as they could ventune 
with Safety, and theJReport they made to Sir John 
Mordaunt^ when they returned was, that they had not 
feen any Entrenchments, Redoubts, Batteries, or 
Troops, to prevent their landing in the great Bay of 
Chatelaillon : That they had feen fix PieceS of Artil- 
lery upon the Point of Chatekillon^ and that the 
Sand Hills on the Shore were high enough to conceal 
the Motions of any Troops behind them (even Horfe, 
he believes) from Boats rowing to the Shore. They 
further reported, what Information they had received 
from the Captain of thfe Viper ^ namely. That fome 
Days'before that, he had' feen a Number of Men on 
the Coaft with Colours (but the Captain could not 
afcertain the Number) marching from the Side of 
RtKhdle to the great Bay of Chatdadlon^ down to the 
left of the Point, and that tHofe Men had been work- 
ing in the Sand Hills three or four Days, be is not 
fure which, and had changed the Form of them. — Re 
added, that before they went out of th6 Viper^ tliey 
fow fome Guards, or Pofts, upon the Shore of the Icffer 
Bay, juft upon this Edge of the Coaft. 

Being aiked. Whether their Report was made pre- 
vious, or fubfequent, to the Refolution taken of rt^ 
xxxtmxt^ to England I 

Anfwered, It was made about Five o'Clock in thC; 
Eveningof the 29th; he cannot fay, whether before 
or after that Refolution, as he does not know at what 
Time of ihc Day that Refolution was takenV 
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.Being alked,. Whether ty^x h^ wasfca|^pu!t:te^W-« 
c<Jrthoitre before the 29th? ,. , 

' Anfwere^, Tfcat he fz$ QQt; fcnt Qufrto re(PQR^«iiro 
before ; but w^nt out by $ir John ^^ordam^^^ l^^caw* 
mher than being fent^i about one o^Clock of w »S^ 
daring the Attack of the 1(1?. qf v^V^ ^ c^^n^fi^^© 
F!>ft'a littM whije ^afer it furceja^exqcj. iJ* kwl^^ 
ind got upon^Bie Ramparts^ ^nd from tjjcuflt vifsrod 
JFVwr^i and the Land abpy^ it -^ ho fl:ayf 4 *% Jiwte. 
while as he could, and thcn/j:eti;mc4 ioioifldifttrfjc tq^ 
the Ramilies^ which wa.s anchoftid zx.^ C:Q^6dtffJbJc 
Drftancc from the Ifle of Aix.^ and nniade a Sor6 ^f A 
Report J of what he had obf^r ved, !;aSir j^d^^ard Hsflx^ 
and Sir John Mordaunt. Hq ajentioncd the SU^^ion 
€>P Fourasy as, it appeared to bini, ^iid took Notice <rf 
^hat he thought to be the Suength of it, M (he Ad- 
miral and the General, which he was indi^ci^d ^9 ^^ 
as nobody elfe within his Knowledge bacV dctpe it» 
4nd took the Liberty of faying ta Sir Bfdmaf4 H(x^^> 
that he believed, if the Depth of Water v^^kl aJl^fl» 
of coming near enough, a Ship would battgr it 4qwii 
very eafily, or at leaft would lb far take thfl File of 
the Fort upon the Ship, th^t the Troops might wry 
fafely land rognd about it ; — what he fpftk^ of ^iht 
Land on the other Side of tihe Fort nijas frQn):Coiyce-f 
sure only. Sir Edward Havih at that Ti^^ ietmed 
to embrace the Propofal wi^ha great deal of, WntJtmrfi^ 
tod Sir John Mordaunt fo fajr approved of it, that he 
has been told, that Sir Ji?i§« aod the otb^r Generate 
the next Day m^de the Propofaj in a ingdrej fdrmai 
Manner to the Flag-Ogicejri—Tbe Depownt be* 
fieves, he faid to Sir Edward IfawU^ thaft^ ^ ha fi>p- 
l^ofed, the Pilot of the M^guamme ^ould/very wcU. 
inform, him of the Depth of . Water ; and ai the Ad- 
mirals and* Generals did not; ^ppea^ to d.if^p^c^ve ot 
his fpeaking upon that Point, he Juft htatfid to Sir 
Edward Ha^kcy that it might ngt be ar^if^ tacauie 
ibme Divcrfion on the Side of Rpcbdky t9 4lvidfe-tlM& 
Enemy VAtrerition, which he apprehcn<ic4'ttight be. 
(fejw by rtieans of the Eotnlj-k^tchcak te; WRPWWQaL 
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this p^ttcoiMy, OS Sir Eitvard had To far agreed to 
it, than he fenc both for the Piloc and the Booib- 
ktttchcs up from the Ifle or Aix that Night, a3 he be« ' 
lieves the Deponent having foggeftcd to him his 
Opinion^ that there was not a Moment's Time to b^ 
k)A^.*^The next Momftig the Deponent, not having 
been able bimfelf to fee the Ground on .the 6ther Sicfc 
FkaraSj fpoke to the Pilot, and afked him fpmc 
Queftions concerning that Ground, particularly, 
nhethef a^ jBody of Men, being convfeyea in Boats or 
Cutters, could be landed during thefuppofed Attack 
by Sea, be«vrcen Fouras and tort la FoiniSy (o as to 
CQi off the Commanication from^ Roclefort. The Pi- 
tot ^feepied dearly to underftand his Notion of th(; 
AtvacJt, and of landing at the fame Time on both 
Side3 the Fort, and toW the Deponent he couid„ or 
be^itved he eould, (he cannot fay pofitively which) 
take the Magnanime up to batter the Fort ; as ajfo, 
that the latKling between Fouras and la^Pointe wa^ 
y»ry prafticable, fiippofing the Fort to be attacked,, 
ds propofed, at the fame Time. 

Being afked, at the Defire of Sir John, Mptdannt^ 
whether, on the Evening of the 23d, Sir Edward 
Hawke did not tell hiqi, that he intended the next 
Morning to fend up a Ship to batter Fouras ? 
' A»fwered, He underftood Sir Edward Hawk^\ 
Intentions to be fuch. 

Aflced; (by the Court) What Number of Men he' 
jlpprehehds could have been landed in the Boats ? 

Anfwered, In all the Boats of the Fleet he coa- 
ceifes 22 or 23 Hundred Men 5 he means. Infantry. 

Aflccd, (by Defire of Sir John Mordaunt) What 
Number of Troqps, under a good Officer, might 
h^ve been fuflkient to prevent their Landing in CBa^ 
PeliHthn Bay out of Boats ? 

Anfwered, This, is only Matter of Opinion, and 
depends intirely on the Goodnefs of the Officer: > but, 
stceording to his Notions, he fiiould imagine a thou- 
flind regular good Foot, and two or three hundred 

Horfc, 



Horfc, cxciufive of Artillery, ivould miikc.it very 
difficuic for 22 or .23 Hundred Men to land, there- ^1. 

Aflfccd, (by the Court) when: the Men were it\ the 
Boats, how, far had they torQW to Land ? ., 

Anfwered, Tht Tranfports were anchored at dif- 
ferent Pi fiances ; .thiey were, one with another, abOut 
four or five Miles from the Shore. 

Aflced, In what Boats the Men wefc intended to be 
landed? 

Anfwered, In the Long boats of the Men of War 
and Tranfports, which muft have been towed by the 
Row-boats and Pinnaces, as the Wind was off Shore, 
ion the lith. When the Wind was fair, he believes 
it might be poflible to fet Sail for the Purpofe of 
landing. — The Tranfports had each of them a Long* 
boat, and moft of them two or three rowing Bo^ts. 
^ Alked, How near he was at any Time to Fort 
Feuras? 

; AnlWered, The neareft Diftance'he ever w^s to. 
Fort Fouras was on the Donjeon at the Ifle of /iiXj 
which is about five Miles from the Fort, as he 
judges. ' 

Aflcecl, How near the Sand Hills were to the 
Water? 

Anfwered, They feemed to be pretty near at High. 
Water ; they are, . as they fay, about Fifty Yards 
from High* Water Mark. . . i. 

Alked, At what Diftance the landing could be 
made from the Six Pieces of Artillery mentioned in. 
his Evidence? 

Anfwered, That it depends on the navigating of |bc» 
Boats ; but he conceives it poflible to land intir^ly 
out of the Reach of that Artillery. 

Alked, How does he compute the 22 or 23 han-' 
dred Men, which he fuppofes could have been lan4?.d; 
a^once? 

' Anfwered, Sir John Mordaunt^ by his Orders on, 
the 28th, had provided, that the Boats fliould not be 
too much crowded; and the Exponent - took fome. 
Bains to enquire, how many Men had been embark- 
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cd, and how many were intended jtobe embarked ^ 
ind from thence he made this Calculation,, hut can- 
not pretend to be cxad* 

REAR-ADMIRAL THOMJs BRODRICK hcr 
ing fworn, was afked. What Day the Fleet, fent out 
upon the Expedition, arrived ofFthc Coaft of France f 
Anfwered, Thinks, the 20th. . > 

j^ What Day they got within th^.Bafque Road? > 
A. The 2 2d or 23d 5 thinks the 23d ; the Attack 
of the Ifle of Aix was made the fame Day. • > 

^ Whether he was at any Time fent put to recony 
noitre, ^nd make Soundings ? . ' . 

A. He was fent out the 23d in the Afternoon by 
5?ir Edward fJawke^ and was upon that Service iU 
Night, and continued upon it, he thinks, till 3 or 4 
o'clock the Afternoon following, when he returned^ 
and immediately made his Report to Sir Edward 
Hawke: . ,i ' J 

^ ' A PAPER, purporting to be a Copy of the faid Rcr 
port, being produced and (hewn to Rear- Admiral 
Brodrick^ he perufed and confider^d the fame, and 
infprmed the Court, that lie believes it to be an exadl: 
Copy of the Report made by him to Sir Edward 
Hawkcy jointly with the three Captains fent with him 
upon that Service, which was then^read in Words 
following : 

' In Purfuance of an Order from Sir Edward Hawke^ 

* Knight of the Bath, Admiral of the blue Squa- 
^ dronpf his Majefty's Fleet, &c. Dated the 23d 

* * of Septcnber^ ^ 7 5 7 > 

*,TT 7 E the under written went and founded the 

* VV French Shore from Rochelle to Fort Fouras^ 

* and find as follows. 

* From the fouth Point of the Entrance of Rocbdle^ 

* (on which Point there are 27 Gun^ mounted on JBii^^ 

* bet) tp the Point of the Angolin^ we find it aroct:y 

* Shore, and fteepClifts, with Shoals near two Miles 

* pflf 5 from Angoltn to Chatelaillon^ we ftnd a fair^ hard, 

, ^ fandy. 



fancfy Beach, with a Flat lying 6ffhcar two Miles, 
' baviirg but thfee Fathom at High iWatcr it that 
Diftance, but clear' Ground, along which Beach 
are Sand Hills about Fifty Yards from the Top of 
High Water. On the Point of Cbatelaijlon arc two 
Guns on Barbet, which carf no Ways annoy the 
landing of the Troops in the Bays of either Side of 
jt *, and off which Point runs a Riff of Rocks Weft 
two Miles, which are dry at low Water-, iand 
round the faid Point, about half a MiW to thp 
Eaftward, there is. a fmall fandy Bay near half a 
Mile long, and th^ Lmd over the faid Bay^rifes 
with an eafy Afccnt about a Quarter of a Mil© to a 
Cliunrh or Con'vferit, with a few Houfes near k; 
from the fandy Bayi along to k fquare Fort on the 
fouth Part of the Bay, lies a long flat Mud, whic^ 
is dry. ne^r two Miles at low Water. 
^ It is our general Opinion, the Tranfports. cannot 
come nearer to either of the forefaid Bays (in order 
to land Troops) than a Mile and an half, as we' 
found three Fathoms only at thatDiftance at High 
Water. 

* The fquare Fort pn.the fouth Side of the Bay wc 
could only fte two Sides of j the Face to the North- 
Weft had nine Embrazurcs, and that to the North- 
Eaft only two. 

* Given under our Hands, on boar^ his Majef- 

• ty's ^hip RamiUes in Mafqm RozA^ this 24th 

♦ oi SeptembBVy 1757. 

* Thomas Brodrick. 

* James Douglas. 

* p£T, Dennis. 

* Matt. Buckle." 

Rear- Admiral Brodrick being aflced^ as the Report 
cnrly nrentions Tranfports, bow near the Men of 
War could come to.the Shore ? 

Anfwcred, In his Opinion, not neaicr thaa i^wo 
MHcs. X 

^ What 
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^ Wh^ Sort of hn&mg tKcre was for Boats^ b the 

A. It was ^ fair fandy Bay, hard Ground, and a* 
landing nfiighc htive been made with Eafe, in hijs 
Opinion, 

^ Whether Jie faw any Troops to obftruft the 
landing, had it been attempted foon alter his Rcctirn 
from^ the Sourtdings ? 

, A. When he was founding, he did obfervc Troops 
to the Northward pf the Bay d( Chatekilkn^ to tne 
beft of his Judgment, afaoot four or five .hundred 
Foot drawn tip on a Hill, arid in the Bottom, to the 
Northward o[ the HUl, were about one. hundred aad 
fifty Horic, tis near as he could judj^e. 

^ How far, according to the beft Inforntation he 
received, is the great Bay oiChaUlailkn from Roches 
fart? , 

J. It IS about 9 Miles, as lie was told, from 
'Rochefarty and 9 Miles from Rocbette-^ but caiihot 
take upon himfelf to fay> it is fo. 

* ^. (6y Defire pf Sir John MordauntX Coufd the 
Men of War have covered the Landing and the Re- 
treat? 

A. Ht doh't think they could do either the onte, tM? 
the other. 

* ^ Docs he think, feparated as the Fleet then wasi 
confidering the Wind and Tide, {of ^hich (bircom- 
fhances he is the moft proper Judged that all the he- 
ceflary Preparations could have been made, fo as to 
have effected the landing that l^ght? * - ^ ' 

A. He does not think, they could. 
' ^ (By the Court) Could be, by the help'6f a 
Glais, obferve how the Trobps were cloath'tJ> Whe- 
ther in Regimentals, or otherwife ? 

A. They were at too great a Diftante to dSfcoyer 
t!iat.'.-- / ■ \ • : • : ; ■'■'• ■ . •. ^1 • 

^'% VfhzX KeVfib^t dilS/itf\, in, his:C)toyot\; fiot 
cro^dihff'ihe'^ Boats, could' have beeh'M^^^to- 



A. It was generally thought, in all theBoats^ they 
could have landed fromfiftecn toeightceq hundredMenj 
they piit but very few in the Boats, that werctoto>¥ 
the Long-boats •, but this is only Matter of Opinion j 
he cannot poffihly afcertain the direfl: Number. 

^. In cafe 1 800 Men were put on board the Boats } 
whether he docs riot imagine there would be a confi- 
derabl^ Diftance of Time between the difembarking 
thi^ fjrfl: Men, and .the laft of the Jamc Embarkation? 
I /a. He fhpuld have thought it his Duty to have 
contrived fo, as that all the Boats fhould have landed 
together. . *, 

^ Suppofing it moderate Weather, (upon the 
25tJbLof Septemper^iov Inftance, if that was fuch Wea- 
ther) what would have been the Pittance of'Time be- 
tween the firft and fecond Difembarkation ? 
..A. He cannot pretend to fay, he never confidered' 
it in. moderate Weather-, and as to the 25th of Sep/ef»^ 
her^ he cannot particularly recoHeft, now the Weathec 
was that. Day.— On the Night of the 28th, in which 
Preparation was made fpr landing, it would, have 
taken at leaft fix Hours j but not near *(b much in 
good Weather. • 

THE EVIDENCE in Support of the Charge being 
retted here. Sir JOHN MP RD^IUNT y^sis told it 
was now Time to make his Defence j who inform* 
ed the Court, that he. bad caufcd fome Thoughts 
to be put in Writing, which, as he had an Heli- 
tation in his Voice, he prayed the Court would 
permit-to be read ; and the fame were read accord- 
ingly, as follows, viz. 

" My Lord, 
** His l^ajefty was'pieafed to confer upon me the 
"Command of the Land-Forces appointed to co- 
^* operate with a Squadron of Ships of. War, cbm.- 
*^ manded by' Sir ^Edward' JJawke\ to be* employed 
•* upon the late Expedition : The Enterprize proved 
^^ if^fFc(5tual« Soon after my Return I was fum- 

•* moned 
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••* rtiohcd to appear before a Board of General Of: 
" ficcrs, whom his Majefty had appointed to enqui?? 
** into the Caulcs of th^.Failure ot the Expcdicibn?, 
. '* I appeared upon the Enquiry, and "was coi)r 
** fidered as a Perfon'accufed, and from whom a D?y 
** fence was expeftcd. , ... 

^* The Enquiry had aU the Appearance of a Pub; 
•« lick Tfial, except in two Circumftances, — The 
•* WitncfTes were not examined upon Oath, and I, 
** who flood accufed, was examined; which Exami- 
** nation might, in its Tendency, produce, if, the 
*« Cafe would bear it, a Charge againft myfelf. 

** I am now called upon in a Court-Martial to an* 
** fwer to a general Charge of Difobedience of his 
**. Majefty*s Orders. No Intimation was given me, 
«* ta what particular Inftances of Difobedience it 
*' would be applied.. 

• * ** I do not complain of thcfe Proceedings ; my 
^* 'o^nConduft gives me nothing to apprehend ; an4 
** his Majefty's Governaient is incapable of Opprcf- 
« lion. 

• *' I am not fenfible, that any Error, I am fure, no 
** A6t of Difobedience will be found in my Share of 
« the Tranfaft.on. 

** I am now accufed of Difobedience of the fecrei; 
*' Inftruftions. It is a criminal Dilbbedienc? that is 
*• imputed to me, and* a criminal Difobedience im- 
** ^plies a pofitivc Direftion- 

** It is upon this Ground, that the Profecutcr has 
"proceeded ; and in order to make out the Charge^ 
** there havebeen produced certain Papers and Wit- 
** neflis, \ehich ought to beconfidered in two Lights, 
** — I ft. Some relating to a Tranfaftioh previous to 
« the Expedition,., as Colonel Clerk's Letter,' thq 
" Pibt's Examination, the Paper relating to thft 
•« french Forces, and the.Evidence of Mr. Secretary^ 
<* PM^ ■- ' ' -'- '■• '• ' \] 

" Thefe are only jqtroduftory, and the Grouncf,of 
" the Equipment, arid prior to the Inftruftions •, an^ 
.^** therefore although they arc fufficient to (hew' the- 
- -' ' " Reafons 
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•^S^afons-, why the Adminiftration feat out the Fleet 
** and Forces, yet fuch EvidenGe can nearer be ap^ 
*^ plied to prpve a fqbfcquent Dirpbedience toixofte^ 
'* rior Orders-, and that this Reafoniag is juft,-ap- 
'** pears from the very Article on which the Charge 
*• is 'Founded. 

*^ For notwithftaading the,Mioiftefs werepofTefled 
•* of all this Evidence^, and a(5led upon it^ yet piy 
■' tnftfuftions were notpofitive;. but theOper«|oii8 

were exprefsly left to what Jboirid be difcoyened of 
•• the Prafiticability of the A.a^'nppt. • ; - 

*' The fecond Sort of Evadencjc was by fooie Wit* 
" nefles to prove. That in JPiaiA there was iuflpoient 
** Ground newly difcovcred, after the Fleet got into 
^' the Rode de "Bafques^ to fliew that the. Atteippt 
*f upon R^cb^crtj mentioned in the Inftruftions, was 
** pradicable. 

. *' This Sort of Evidence has been i:arric4 dow» ta 
" the Morning of the 29th of Stptmker^ and no 
*' later. ; > 

■ ** The Evidence under this fecond Head is tha 
*'.only Evidwccj that can legally and juftly beap- 
** pli'eid to P50VQ the Charge .'again^ me. 

** That Evidence connlis of Colonel Ql(sr^%^Q^ 
•* count of a Converfatian with a French Engineer 
♦^ upon the 26th of 5f/>/^;w^^.in the Afternoon; ; -^ 

" Whether the Evidence of this fingle Fr$^cb Ejv* 
^* gineer deferved the Weight,^ wbich the Profecutop 
*' (eenrs to lay on it, will appear very clearly when 
** 1 have opened my Defence, and the Court is fially 
** ppffeflud of all the Fadls, relative to this Subje<^- 

.*^ In the mean Time this ni^ be obferved^ That 
** Colonel Clerks the Cjiief Engineer in the; Exp^ 
** dition, produced no new Intelligeiice 'till the ft^b# 
** altho' he arrived on the a'i^^ wa$ exaniined^^ho 
** Council of War on th^ .a5th, procured jthi&;4o 
" count on the 26th, and did not communicate ia 

♦' till the 27th.' ••;.;; : >. -^ 

*' Colonel tVolfe's Bjvidence is eonfiiied.^t^g^efr 
^ (Q. tlk Obfervations he/macls ^poa c1i>e a^th in 
"- ' ' ' ic Con- 
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** Confequcnce of the Orders I had given him to 
*^ examine the Coaft ; and what was done upon the 
*• 29th will appear t6 the Court, and be accounted 
•* for hereafter. 

•* Thus much may be here obfcrvcd, That we had 
*' unanimoufly determined upon the 28th to attempt 
*' a Defcent in the Bay ot Cbateldillon. The At- 
^^ tempt was difappoinced, and not renewed for the 
*' Reafons that will be mentioned, when I come to 
*' that Part of my Defence. 

*5 A. Memorandum has been delivered in by the 
f* Secretary of State, (hewing the Number of the 
*' Land- Forces in France in 1757. By that it ap- 
** pears, ( allowing the Account to be juft ) that 
f ' 40,000 Regular Troops remain at Home for the 
*' Defence of their Country, wjiich are fuppefed to 
^' be diftributed in jfuch a Manner, that only 10,006 
5* arc Jeft to guard the whole Coaft from St. V alert 
*' to Bayonne. Tis evident from reading the Pa- 
*' per itfelf, that the Diftribution of the Regular 
*' Troops is Matter of Guefs and Computation, not 
*' of Intelligence. Befides the Regular Troops, it 
*^ is allowed that there are 67,000 Militia, Invalids, 
^' £5?^ which are not accounted for. 

" A few Refledions will fuffice to fliew the Weak- 
** ncfs of this Rcafonirig. In the firft Place, Why 
•^ fliould the Court of France place 30,000 Regular 
•• Troops in Garrifons, where they have nothing 
** to fear ? For Inftance, on the Frontiers next the 
•* Dotmnions of the Emprcfs, who is entirely at 
•' their Mercy ; or on the Coaft of the Mediterranean^ 
** where they have no;Defccnt to fear from a- Fleet 
*' that has no Land -Forces on board 5 or on the Bor- 
*• ders of Spain^ with whom they are ax Peace, and 
** but too well allied, only to leave her Coaft in the" 
*' Channel expofcd to our Fleets, who are profcffed- 
•* ly watching for an Opportunity of infulting them.' 
*' Why might not. the 67^000 Militia, who appear 
*' to have nothing elfe to do,' be employed in guard- 
" ing the Coaft ?■ And we muft take Car-^i-itot to 
, D *' form 



^^ form a Notion x of their Militia horn tour own; 
^' Mmj Regifnems of them hare feen Service in the 
*' FiekJ; moft of them have been in Garrifon: Two 
** Regiments of the Militia were employed in the 
** Siege of Oflend. Now ivhf might not 30,000 of 
*' them be placed in the Frontier Garrifona, wkere 
^^ no Sneniy was apprehended, and an equal Num- 
** ber of Regulars be drawn down to the Coafts ? 
>' Thefe along with the reft would form a Body of 
*V 40,000 regular Troops, and 37^000 Militia to 
'^ ^ard the Co^ft agairift our Ten Bat(»iiMs. This* 
•^ Mcaftire, which we fuppofe them to have taken^ 
** ~w4s prudent, obvious aiid{>ra£ticable* The Pre- 
^' :paratlQnS'Df^ wiere making in \&i;£mi^9 pointed out 
*^ to them the Expediency of it* and the Delays that 
,*^ attended our Preparattoes allowed them Time to 
** execute it. 

*' Here the Profecut<^ has thou^t fit to r^ his 
^^ whde Charge and ci<^e his Accoration. 

*^ And in order to (hew tjie Weakncfs of it, the 
*^ Cp%irt will coniider the InftnsdiQiiSy under which 
V I took the ComtAand, and the Cucuttaftanees un* 
*' dcr which I Was obUgjcd to form my Judgment. 

^' The Inftrudions have been read, and it is the 
** fecond Artidle akme, by wldch the Chaige agamft 
** me is to be fupported. But belides this Article, 
^' the fiftii Ankle of the Inftrudtions is equally ma* 
^' terial, and defcrvii^ the Attention of the Court. 

*' The Words of the fecoad Article are excecd- 
^^ iogly plain, and fhew, that I did not (bt out un- 
'^ dcr peremptory, pofitive Orders, but that every 
** Attempt was left contingent to be determined ac- 
*' cording to the Pra£ticabUity to be judged of i^n 
^^ the Spot. I iay, to be judged of upon the Spot, 
^* becaufe it » rcry loaterial to remark. That it 
*^ was not fudged of, or determined updn here at 
•' Home. 

" The Court will alfo obferve, who wm the Per- 
** fon to judge ; certainly the ContHnander in Chief. 
** But as-iaa Cafe of fo much Importance, his Ma- 

'' jcfty 
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^ jcfty thought k proper to affift that Commander 
.*' with a Council to bacompofed/as in the fifth Ar- 
.*' tide, I mgy confidently aflcrt, that the Judgc- 
^' Adyofcare will not contend^ that I could difobey 
^^ hi3 Majefty's Inftruftions by taking the Affiftaace 
>* ^f ^ Council fo appointed. 

^^ {t icould hoc' t)e Difobedicnce to doubt. 

** It could not be Difobedi^nce to defirc Affiftancc 
** ,to clear up that Doubt. 

^^ If it WW pebble for the Court to hefitate upon 
>> the proper Senfe of thefe lnftru6tions, Mr. Se- 
.>^ crct^y /^i//*8 Letter of the igih of Jugufi makes 
>' it clear to a Deponftration ; in which he fays, 

* He i$ comnianded to fignify his Majefty's Pleafure*, 
^ ThiJt you fliould, in Conformity to the Latitude 

* giy^n l>y his Majefty's Inftrudions, judge of thb 

* rr^icability of the Service upon the Spot, ac- 
^ coTfling as the contingent Events and particular 
/ Circqn)ftaaces may require/ 

*^ If this could require further Explanation, what 
** ^urifcs upon the tJiird Article of Inftru<Slions re- 
** latiye to Pi>rf rOrient wouW cftablifli it. 

" The Direftion to atttck Porf^f Orient is eKpreffed 
.f V in the iame Maonec as the fecond Article^ with 
•* regard to Rockefort^ that^ is,*' * If ic fliould be 
^ judged practicable.* 

>f yet it will appear, that one of the Generals men- 
.*• tipaing the State of Port rOrient to Mr. Pitti Mr. 
*• Pift faid. That, though Port ^Orient was named 
** nmongft other Places to be attacked, the Inftruc* 
t*' ftLQns-Wcrcnot meant to confine me, but that I was 
•* left to my Difcretion to attempt it, or not, as 1 
** thought proper. 

*^ Under .thefe Inftruftions, and with this Latitude, 
^' I itoojc the Command of the >Land-Forces, and be- 
" fpre I produce to the Court that Judgment, which 
*' jy^s formed upon, the Pradicability upon the* Spot, 
" I iiiuft defirc yourAttention, whilft I ftate the Cir- 
^« ^jun)itences uiuJer which it was neceflkry for me to 
•* determine. ... 
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« The only Place for landing the Forces, which 
'' had ever been mentioned, or come under Con- 
*' fideration in England^ was a Spot near Fort Fouras\ 
*' that was the Place mentioned by the French Pilot. 
*' His was the only Information of any Place to land 
" at, at all : With the View of landing there, we fet 
" out ; but when we came there^ we fouhd a Fort 
** ercftcd upon the very Spot, of which he appeared 
'* to haVe no Knowledge. 

- *' Upon the i 3d the Ifle of ^/:tf was taken, and 
" that fame Evening Sir Edward Hawke declared his 
*' Intentions to bonvbard i?^fi&tf//f, and lay up a Ship 
^' to batter the Fort of Fouras^ and he fent' for the 
*' Pilot of the Magnanime to inform himfclf con- 
" cerning the beft Manner of doing it j andtheCoii- 
" verfation of this Evening was upon taking the Fort^ 
" and upon the Method of landing the Troops'. 

'' Early in the Morning of the 24th the Pilot of 
*' the Magnanime came on board the Ramlies^ and 
*' was examined in the Prefence of Sir Edtvard Hawkt 
*' and Admiral Ktwwles ; he then faid. He would 
** undertake to bring up the B&rfieur^ or the Magnd- 
** mme^ within a Quarter of a Mile of Fort Fouras^ 
" Sir Edward Hawke approved of the Propofal, arid 
>* faid, ' That will do.' 

" The fame Morning Major General Conway came 
" on board the Ramilies^ when we confidercd of a 
" Plan he had concerted for the landing of the 
'' Troops near FouraSy whilft the Ships were em- 
'^ ployed to filence the Cannon of the Fort, and 
" Feints were to be made in another Part to amufe 
*' the Enemy. 

'' Major General Conway wrote the Particulars, of 
''the Plan, and gave it to Sir Edward Hawke^ who 
'• did not approve of it. TheReafons he gave for not 
'' attempting to attack Fouras by Sea were peculiar 
'' to his own Profeffion, and I am no Judge of them. 
'' This I know, that had the Fort been attacked by 
" Ships, I (hould certainly have attempted to have 
" landed the Troops near that Fort. 

''The 
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** The fame Day about three or Four o'clock in 
the Afternoon Admiral Brodruk, with three Cap- 
tains of the Navy, who were fcnt out to found 
the Shore from Rocbelle ' to Fort Fouras, came on 
hoard the Ramilies^ and made their Report"; the 
** Subftance of which was. That there were only 
*' two landing Places, one on each Side of Cha^e- 
** laillon % that there was a hard fandy Beach, and 
** that behind the Beach there wereSand-Hills about 
" fifty Yards froppi the Top of high Water ; that 
'* the Tranfports could not come nearer to either of 
** the aforefaid Bays, in order to land the Troops, 
*^ than a Mile and a half; and that there was but 
" three Fathom Depth at high Water, near two 
** Miks from the Shore. From this Report it ap- 
** peared,. That the Fleet could not approach the 
** Shore near enough to cover our landings and 
*' Troops and Artillery might eafily be concealed 
** behind the Sand-Hills to oppofe us; and we had 
*• the more Reafon to expedl an Oppofition, as the 
'* Rear Admiral had feen Troops marchirf^ on. the 
" . Shore : Add to this, that the Garrifon of Rocbelle 
*' was within two Leagues, and might detach a con- 
*' fiderable Body of Men io attack us j at the fame 
" Time, the Ships were at toogreat aDiflance to 
** fecure our Retreat, or preftrve a Communication 
*' with us, Tifierri, the Pilot of the Magnanimey 
" alfo affirmed, that he had been fix or feven Weeks 
^ on board in that Road, in all which Time it was 
" impoffible from the Swell of the Sea to fend a 
^*, Boat on Shore : This great Swell is owing to we- 
^* flerly Winds fetting into the Bay from the Ocean ; 
" which Winds were ndw daily expefted, it being 
^* near the Time of the Equinox. 

" And what greatAttention ought to be paid to the Se- 
•' curityof our Retreat, andtheprefervingaCommuni- 
** cation with the Ships, will appearfrom a Paper given 
*^ me by Sir JohnLigonieryV\cm\^Qxd'^f\ko\^n\.Ligoniery 
*^ Commander in Chief of his Majefty's LandForces, 
** whofc long Experience and great Abilities in the Art 
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*« of Waf, wiJlfurcly vindicatcanyOfBccr,whpisgtl}d|- 
** cd by fp good an Authority: This Papcr,coiitairiin^ 
" hiaOWervationson the intended Expedition, was, as 
I r^m^mbcr, read before the Council, and, Whtn f^ 
dcfired a pofitive Order, he gav^ me that Paper. 

•* The Piragrftphs are as follow/* 

'If att Attetnf)t iis.fo bemadd on Rocbefert^ it 

* tvill be the Part of the Adlniral to kAow thft 

* Coafts, to bring the Troops to the neareft Plate, 

* to cover the Landing by the Difpofttiori of hi^ 
.* Ships, iind to deftroy any Btlrbette Batteries, 

* which the -Enemy m^y have on the Shore, ftil^ 

* -remembering, that if the Troops ar6 landed at 
*. too great a Diftance from the Places the Dcftg^ 

* will become dangerous, and probably impradi- 

* cable; ^ . 
* A fafe and well feeured Comttiunication be- 

' twcen the Camp and the Scji, frotn whence yoti 

* are to receive your Supplies of all Kinds, is abfo- 
^ iuiely neceflary — the whote depends upon it; 

* But this being done, I ihould not be niuch iii 

* Pain for the Safety of the Troops ; in infierior 

* Number dares not approach you, and one fupe- 

* rior will not be eafily affemblcd without your 

* knowing it, and at all Events you have fccured % 

* Retreat to the Ships.* 
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*• Tho* the 3uccefs of this Enterpxize depended 
entirely upon the Suddennefs of its Execution, yet 
it was apparent from many Circumftances, that we 
could not hope to find the Enemy unprepared. . I 
had alrqady received Intelligence from theAdmiral, 
that Captain Cleveland, on the i7th oi Juguft^ had- 
fjK^e with 2i Dutch ConVoy from Rocbell^^ and that 
the Firft Lieutenant of a Man of War came on 
board him, and told him, that the French expcflcd 
the Englijb at Rocbelk. - 

" Captain Proby alfo had rq)orted to the Admiral,* 
that he had, on the 11th of Siptemher^ fpoke witfir 

/ "the 
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^* the Mailer of a DiUth Ship from V4nms to P»r/, 
^^ who cold him, that the Fremb tv^nS^d. to be ac- 
^ tacked at Rwhdk^ of Si. Martin\ b]|t tberEt^hJhy 
<^ and that an Eoobargo was laid tit s|U Shipping in 
*' France. 

^* After the Tranfportfthad been ts&en up^ and the 
<^ Troops aflembled near two Months, we failed the 
^^ 8th oif Seamier i and the Alarm was giwn qa the 
*^ aothy in the Neighbourhood of ^^^ifttf/nr/v by the 
«^ Arrived of our loag cjipciVcd Fkct \ froro the zcth 
^^ it muft have been at leaft e^t Daya before we 
^^ could have come to Bjfcbrf^t^ and asfhere mm In- 
^ telligcoce from two Perfons, that the EKtch round 
^^ the Town was capable of being fiHcd with Water, 
<' an Efcalade could not be attempted withanj Hope^ 
^^ of Succefi ; nor could it be fuppofed, bus that, af- 
*^ ter ta long Notice of an Enefny's Approach, the 
<^ To!Pm would be put in a good Coodifiion of De« 
♦* feqc^* 

^^ There was a Marihal of France either as RicieBi 
*^ or Ruk^my and by the Accounts of the Pri- 
^^ foners, there was an Army aflembkd ; one faid he 
^' had feen feventeen Baitatioos in the Ilk of tthi^ 
^^ and eleven at RnbcUe. Thepe are always Marines 
*^ there, the Place is very popukms, and the Meoisfed 
^^ to Arms ; the Dock-men are very numerous, and 
^^ the prews of the five Ships then in the River, a* 
*' mountasd, if eompleat, to near three Thoufiind 
♦> Men. 
" As for the Opening mentioned by Cdonci Clerk 
' ^^ and the Pilot, it is plain fpom its Situation on the 
^^ Banks of the River, that k was defended by the 
^ Fire from the Sfaip^s, and the Enemy in two or.f hree 
^^.Days Time might cafily have raifed an Entreoch- 
** meat in that low marfhy Soil, that would be a fuiffi- 
^^ cieni^ Defence againft a Coup de Main. 

^' Adinirai J9r^i^2V^ faid, that it was impofiible to 
^' land the a^th. 

P4 I 
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** I now found myfelf in the Situation 1 Had men- 
** tioncd to Mr. Pitt in my Letter of the i ith of t/fe- 
" SH^^ having aftually been fcvcral Days oflFthe Coaflr 
•' without being able to get into the Road, and the 
*' Alarm was already given, I had acquainted Mr. 
*' P///, that I looked upon this as a delicate Situation, 
" fincc the Succefs of the Enterprize depended on the 
^' Suddennefs of its Execution, and had defired par- 
*' ticular Directions how to aft. In hii Anfwer, Au- 
** g^fi ' 3f he fays, he has laid my Letter before hi* 
^' Majefty, and that he is commanded by the King to 
** fignify to me his Majefty*s Pleafure, that I do, in 
•' Conformity to the Latitude given by his Majelty*s 
** Inftruftions, iudge of the Prafticability of the Scr- 
** vice upon the Spot, according as the contingent E- 
*' vents and particular Circumftances may require, 
** the King judging it highly pj-cjudicial to the Good 
^' of his Service to give particular Orders and Direc- 
^< tions with regard, to poflible contingent Cafes, that 
*«^ may arife. ^ 

** From this Anfwer I thought it> evident, that I 
^^ was impowered to aft, as Events andCircumftances 
** required ; and it appearing by the Circumftances 
** abovcmen tioncd, that we had been already feen for 
*^ many Days on the Coaft, fo that the Coaft was 
•* thoroughly alarmed ; that by the fmall Quantity 
*' ofArtillery, we could not attack the Place in Form, 
*' and by the Circumftances relating to it^ there were 
*' no Hopes of fucceeding by an Efcalade ; and alfo 
•* that there was np Security at all of a Retreat for 
*' the Troops, or of any Communication with the 
•' Ships; not chufing to depend upon my own Judg- 
*' ment in fo^ difficult and important an Affair, I 
*• thought it my Duty, agreeable to his Majefty's In- 
*' ftruftions, to dcfire a Council of War, to take into 
** Confidcration the further Steps proper to be taken in 
•* Execution of his Majefty's fecret Inftruftions. 
" The Council was defired by me; Sir Edward Hawke 
" fummoned it, and prcfided at it ; and 1 feel true 
J* Content of Mind, that at that Council I concurr- 
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^^ cd in an unanimous Opinion with fc^rcn Land and 
<* Sea Officers, whofe Charafters, whofc Rank, Ex- 
•* pericnce, and whofc unftained Honour arc fo well 
** known to the World. 

*' Thefe were the Circumftances, under which I 
** called the Council of War. I did not in calling 
** it difobcy my Inftrudtions. 

** The Judgment was unanimous, and upon this 
** Judgment I muft reft my Defence, and infift, that 
*^ it cannot be impeached, and, whilft it remains, I 
** cannot be found difobedient of Orders, which 
** named the Judges, and referred the Attempt to my 
•• Determination with fuch Affiftance. 

" Thus the Atte^npt upon Rocbefort was deter- 
•* mined upon the 25 th of Sept ember j and the Judge. 
** Advocate has produced nothing fubfequcnt to that 
•* Day, but what the French Engineer faid to Colonel 
** Clerk upon the 26th, and the Obfervations of Colo- 
** nel Wolfe oti the 29th. 

** I fhould not apprehend much was ncceflary to 
*' fatisfy the Courts that this Story, which Colonel 
♦* Clerk himfclf made fo light of as not to mention 
•* to me till the 27th at 9 in the Morning, although 
" it had been told him on the 26th in the Afternoon, ^ 
*' fcarce deferves an Anfwer. 

♦* *That Story furely was not fufficient to induce me 
" either to require a Review of, or aft contrary, to, 
** the unanimous Opinion of the Council of War. 

*' I thought the Account not dcferving fo much 
*' Attention ; it was my honeft Opinion, and if I 
" have erred, I have this Satisfadion, That 1 know, 
*' I have not difobeyed. 

*' But this appears from the Evidence of Colonel 
•* Clerk^ that I was ferioufly attentive to the Execution 
*' of my Orders, and accordingly employed him on 
** the 24th, to reconnoitre and gain Intelligence. 

'' Colonel Clerk fays, that there was nothing in the 

** Ditch to let in, or keep in the Water ; whereas it 

^* appeared by Mr% BonneviUe\ and the Pilot of the . 

^< Sfeftune"^ Information, that there were Sluices for 
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^* that Purp^fe. The fcaling Ladders were in all 8o# 
*' 20 of which were of 25 Fcctj and the reft of 30. 

'^ Colonel PFol/e has mentioned a Propofitian of an 
^* Attack, that I and General OmffSff made ta Sir Ed* 
^' ward Hawki upon the 24th ^ the Part which be- 
^* longed to my Pravincc in that Plan I embraced 
^* cheerfully, and was ready to execute with Pifpafich; 
^^ but my Part of it was but fecondary \ the Grounds 
^^ upcm which the primary Part failed of Executions 
^^ did n^t relate to my Share in the Operation^ there-^ 
^' fore I do pot prefume to make ai^ Obfervations 
.f* upon it* 

'^ The Council of War of the 28th came to a Ro-^ 
f ^ iblution to land with all poflible Pifpatch> to at^ 
*' tack the Forts leading to, and upon the Mouth of^ 
^^ the River CharanU \ and it being judged naoft t»* 
^^ pedient, that the Defcent (hould be made in the 
*' Night, the neceflary Orders were immediately giren^ 
^^ and about One o'Ciock the Grenadiers^ and ^eat 
** Part of the Troops^ who were to have landed with 
^< me in the firft £mbarkation> wei^ on boafd thf 
*< Boats, when a ftrong Wind blowing from thai 
•^ Shore, the Officers of the Navy a{)pointed to con* 
^^ dud the Landing, reprefented, t^t it was with 
^' Difficulty the Long Boats, which were to be tpweiT* 
'^ on Shore, could make way, and confequently the 
*' Troops would be a long Time expofed to the Fire 
" of the Enemy ; That the Tranfport-BoatSy which • 
•* were rqwed by Soldiers, would be ftill flower, and 
*' more expofed ; that it would be Day, before tbefirift 
" Embarkation could get on Shore, and that it would 
** ,be fix Hours more before the Troops firft landed 
f ' could be fijpported by a fecond En^arkation : The 
•' Generals jtidging the landing binder thefe Circum* 
*' ftances not to be expedient, agreed not to attempt 
*• it that Night. 

" The next Morning Sir Edward Ha^ki acquaints 
f* Gc;neral Conmay and me, that if the General Offi- 
^' cers had no farther military Operiations to proppfe^^ 
^' confiderable enough to authorize his detaining the 
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ff tM Squadrim tindif hk^ CotfiAMAd longer thtre^ he 
H iiitthdod t* proMid With it fof£A^^/«tH wlthbutL^fs 
*• of Tiiiie > I madcAnflWf,tlidt I wttuld fiitnmon the 
'• G&ruiral Officem to otMAitr ^f it) ihd I dtirired him 
f^ to ilgnify his Iticehtidfli in WHtirig, Which he did 
«< In » Letttr to rile thtf ftlM £>»jr ; I Mcblledted chat 
f * ir would b«5 proper W ftftiftiofc n Coimdl of War, 
•f< and applied M ^ir Jld^hl fbt" Oh^>ecOfdifig1y, 
!« whfty dtfclihed it< aAd Aid^ thit SH)/t\tn we^ no 
•* JUdg^ of Ldftd Op^tftibiw-, wBfch U^fe to be per- 
«' ftirni^ by the THwpi <m Shore; In C6ftfc<JueAce 
** of this Converfation, I fummoned afl the Land 
" Offitbrs, who hjfti bBift of <hfc Council of Waf, and 
J* Idid Sir Edwaf^i HiMtkh Letcir before fhtm. 

«* Wc COnfidertd th* UAeendinty of landing, if 
« thie Wittd fhbuia WdW as it had done the Night be- 
** fof^^ aAd ihe Account w* had that p4y reCei'^ed 
*• from the Captain of the Viper Sloop, who had in- 
** formed Coloftifel Howard, that he had feen a confi- 
?« derable Borfy oiF iTroopi near the Landing Place, 
«* whofe Numb^rt hfcdrd not cxadly knOW, but he 
« had obferved five Pair ©f Coloirrs 5 that he law 
*« them in Camp; that the next Morning the View of 
f* the Camp was interrupted, fh thafc'hcconld not fee 
•* them again, whkh he attributed to the Enemy 
f^ KaVing thrown up foftie Ground oh the Beach, and 
f« that he faw the Sahd Hills on the Beach confidcr- 
^ ably Mgher thaA they Were on Sunday , when he 
"came therfe. Colonel Hmvard, in his Return frOm 
f* reconnoitring, reported ;this to me, 

*• It farther appeared to us, that the Attempt up- 
f* on thofe Forts at this Time, could not juftify the 
*^ ill C<)nfequenGes of detainitig the Fleet in that Bay, 
f* at ^ Time when, from What we had learnt from 
•* the Converfation of the Sei Officer's, two great 
** jFV^r^ Fleets were expcSked home 5 that at this Sea- 
^* fbncf the Year, fo near the Equinox, fuch wefter- 
** ly Winds were to be appreljended, as might detain 
*^ the Fleet therfe *any Weeks; that the foundation, 
** upcte which .the RefolutiorT of the Council of War 
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^< Upon the a 8th was taken, was, that it might be- 
*' done during the neceflary Detention of the Fleet in 
«.* the Demolition of the Fort pf Aix^ and tliereupoti 
<^ was directed to be done with all poffible Difpatch : 
*' That the Demolition of the Works of the Ifle of 
** Aix was compleated that very Day, and that the 
*' Wind was then fair for the Fleet to return ; add to 
•♦ this, thattheTimie limited by his Majefty's Inftruc- 
^ tions was now expired, and that the Time was noc 
•* prolonged by Mr. P///'s Letter,: which allowed us 
*^ only to compleat fuch Operations, as we had alrea* 
** dy begun* 

'* Upon all thefe Confiderations, not thinking it a 
** Meafure either advifeable or juftifiable in us to take 
•* upon ourfclves the Confequences of detaining the 
** Fleet any longer in thofe Parts, we came unani- 
*' moufly into t^^e Admiral's Propofal of returning to 
*' England. 

" This Meeting of all the Officers, who were pro* 
*' perly under my Command, tha* I do not call it a 
*• Council of War, 1 look upon equal to one, 

" Sir Edward Hawke^ the Commander of the Sea 
*• Officers, declined calling them ; I was not certain, 
** that I had Power to do it. Sir Edward Hawkers 
^^ Reafon for declining to call the Council was, that 
*' the Sea Officers could form no Judgmenti Their 
«' Prcfence therefore, at a Council of War, could on- 
*' ly be Matter of Form -, the Land Officers could 
*' only determine, and, tho' fummoned by me, did 
*' determine. 

" I have now opened to the Court the Defence, 
" which I propofe to make out in Evidence ; and I 
•' cannot conclude without obferving to this Court 
** the Singularity of my C;^fe. 

•' I ftand before you a Commander in Chief, fent 
** out upon an uncertain contingent Attempt, with a 
"Power in my Inlirudions to judge upon the Cir- 
" cumftances, as they fhall appear. 

** His Majefty, befides the Latitude given me, af* 
** figncd me a Council of able and experienced Offi- 
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«< ccrs; I aftcd by their Advice ; and though I am 
•* charged with Difobcdicnce of Orders, in every Ar- 
•« tide of that fuppofcd Difobedicnce, I have the 
*« Sanftion of the unanimous Judgment of thofe 
^« whom the King appointed toaffift mine. 

** I beg Pardon for having taken up fomuchTime. 
•* I have endeavoured to avoid Prolixity, but if I 
*« have erred in this refpeft, I hope the Situation I 
** ftand in will be my Apology : The Pattence and 
*• Attention with which this Court has heard this 
*' Trial, and the known Honour and Integrity of e- 
•* >very Member of it, leave me no Room to doubt, 
•* that they will remember throughout, that I am ac- 
•« cufed of difobeying Orders, and that they will 
** make a juft Conclufion from the Premifes that 
•* have been l^d before them.'* 

The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour 
Conway being fworn as a Witnefs, at Sir John 
Mcrdamt*^ Defire, and queftioned. Whether he re- 
collects any Converfation between Mr. Secretary Piu 
and him, about Port UOrient and the Inftruftions ? 

A* He does recoiled a Converfation with Mr, Pift^ 
which he believes was had on the 6th diAugufi^ the 
. fame Day Sir John Mordaunt fet out for the Ifle of 
Wight: Having heard that the Government had re- 
ceived fome Intelligence relative to ^onV Orient^ 

. ivhich fhewed that Place not to be in fuch a Con- 
dition, a$ to admit of an Attack by the Force 

. fent upon this Expedition, he, Major General Conway^ 
had had fome Difcourfe with Lord Anfon on the Sub- 
je6t, and told his Lordftiip, he thougl^t it was Pity, if 
Port V Orient was in the State dcfcribed, that it fliould 
remain, as he undcrftood it did, an Article in Sir John 
Mordaurit^ Inftrudion^ to attack it : His Lordfliip 
faid, to the beft of his Recotteftion, that he did not 
think Port VOrient was ferioufly thought of at that 
Time, but, in regard to Sir John Mordaunt*^ Inftruc* 
tions, feferred; him to Mr. Pitt. The Deponent 
thereupon took theLiberty of mentioning to Mr.P///, 
what he had hcatd of the State of Port UOrient^ 
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who^fe^mcd to »gree fp it. lit tl^m obfcrW, ki 
like M^pcr as he M before dqnp tQ X^orcl ^/(f^y 
th4t it appeared p him ratbi^r h^rd uppq 3ir J^&f 
MQr4aunf, that the Order fof attw^iftg Port L'CW* 
en^ fhould remain ip [i^ Inftri^iSiions^ if k yf^ not 
feriwOy though? pf i Mr. ft; A A^^fwcr, tpt^e^bcft 
pf hi3 llecglkaiQp, w^, i;^at J?9ft I/Qrmf 9ffm 
flamed amoqgft other Things^ t^^t^b?^ bft^iid notap- 
^pri^heodi kwas meant (to co^fipe §ir J^^ ^ th^ he 
h^d fi Latitude P^^Ain regard to thaf^ ^ kft ify^uld 
}]fdae proper* ' 

^ Whether ^ f he ^TaWn^t-CoHPS^ .Mflofi^ wa«/ 
nudie of laying ^ Ship JU> F^/^r^ ^ 

-^. Is pretiy pofitiv^, it was i ^hUrry rfie Fr4»^i 
Pilpt was exf mined in r^g^i^d to it. 

^ Did he take Nojucc, wJlPti^^ FOTt i^igmji^ 
(which is near tp Ffiuras) f(;en)^d to be a OQW .9^1d- 
ii)g or not? 

A. The Work pf it did appear very ffefla to him, 

• ^ Did Thierry the Pilot ever mak« AJention ^ 
t\idX Fort in bis Examination Jbefprc the Cpun.gU ? 

A.^ He can*t recoiled he dij^. 

• ^ W^s.that Fort near the Place, wtere 7i&/^/y 
menfioBcyd in the Gopncil he .t;l>ou^t there j¥|if a Palp- 
ability of landing? 

A It was pear tlie only Place he *vcr h^ard him 
mention, ^s a Landing-Place ; it was nefr the Ppint o/" 
"Land caHcd t^ie Point of Fouras. 

^ .Dpes he remember coming to Sir Jpif^ M^T" 
^eunt on board the Rmjjks^ and wl>at Cpoyerjf^io^ 
.pafled ? 

A. He can*t very particularly .reoi^mber the jppn* 
verfation that paiTed then 3 be had talccn fome View 
of that Coaft himfelf, having been up .at the Ifle qf 
' AiXy and mentioned to Si/ ^ohn ^ordai^nf his. Idq^f, 
how a Landing and 4.t;t^ck upon Fort /i?(^r(?j"^dF:Oi;t 
d^ Aiguille fhould be nwdej he wrote do.wn a P^n • 
for that Purppfe, which he afterwards ftewed, or r^^d, 
to Sir Edward .Hawke and Sxv^JoJon Mordaunt. 

^ Was opt the Prop.p/aU ijKat li Sir ]E>dwarfl 
4 Hawkc 



iHawb would (eod a Ship to attack Fouras^ thef 
^odd endeavour to land, the Tnx>ps at the fame 
Time? 

A. It was to that Effeft : That was Part of it, 
tiiat diey ikould land the Forces as near Fouras as 
pdflible, and affiuilt Fort d*A^mlle: there were other 
ParticobrSt that a Diverfion fliould be made at, the 
fame Tione on the Side of RccbeUe and the Ifle o^Rhl. 
' ^ Did not 3ir Edward Hawke decline that Pro« 
poial^ 

; X He made feveral Objefiions to it. 
- ^ Does 4iot be recoiled, that the attacking Fort 
Fcuras was mentioned more than once i 

A. &sviaral Times. 

^ Did Sir, >iw Mordamt fevcral Times defirc 
frmn Lord Loonier ip^ti^r Orders before his leaving 
Ij9ifdm? 

jf. He is very fore he did hear Sir John fay, he 
wiflied, or hoped, upon fo impcKtant a Cafe as this, 
diat he migbt have a pofidve Order. 

^ Does he recdllcd Lord Ligmer^s Anfwer ? 

A. Thinks he fatd, that pofitive Orders were ne* 
ver given in Cafes of this Kind, or to thatEffed:. 
, ^ Does he remember a Paper of Observations of 
Locd U^onier^s upon thiS'Ocoafion ? 

A. Yes. 

^ Does he remember that Paper to have been read 
at the Coundl, when they were all prefent i 
* A. To the beft of his Recolledion, Lord Ligcmer 
did fxsoduce that Paper at Lord Holdeme£i% where 
the Cabinet-Council was hejd, and read it. 

^. What Day they firft made Si^t of Land ? 

A. Ontiyt 20th they made the Ifle oHOUr^n about 
One. 

jEfeingdefired to give an Account of what paiTed on 
board tbfs RamiUes the aStb, die Night on which they 
intended to land;* 

He Caiiy thast Orders were giren for landing that 
Night i he remembers, that being on board the Ra^ 
miUes wich Sir J^im Mwdaunti wmting;for the Time 

to 
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to go to the Rendezvous^ Captain How came on 
board, and faid that he was forry to tell them, there 
Was a vel-y ftrong Wind fprung up from the Shore» 
which would probably obftruft their Landing.; Sir 
Jobn Mordaunf ^notmth&eLnding^ rcfolved to go to the 
Rendezvous, which was on board the America : The 
Deponent accompanied him thither. As foon as they 
came on board, Adm. Brodrick^ to the beft of his Re- 
membrance,was thcPerfon who fpoke;hc can't be po- 
fitive, whether the Admiral gave any Opinion of his 
own in regard to it, but he mentioned, that, thehigti 
Wind which was fprungupfrom the Shorc^ would make 
the Landing very tedious. Several of the Sea Captainis 
reprefented,chat the Wind was fo ftrong, that the Boats 
which were towed up full of Men, could fcarce make 
head againft ; that it would be Day-light before the 
firft Embarkation of the Men could get on Shore j 
and that a fecond Exnbarkation would not be able to 
arrive there under fix Hours more. He remembers, 
one of the Captains parj;iculatly (hewed him one of. 
the Long-boats, that was then towing up empty, 
which moved very flowIy,and,as they faid, could hard- 
ly proceed, 

^ Was it not his. Sir John Mordaunfs Intention, 
and were not his Orders given ouc accordingly, that 
the Landing fhould take i'lace juft at the Break of ' 
Day? 

A. No : He apprehended it was meant for a Night 
Landing, and the whole to be compleated before 
Break of Day, if poffible ; and the Reafon he appre- 
hended to be, that the Ships of War could not lye up 
to ailift the Landing, and that the Landing-place was 
fo near the Town of Rochelk^ that befides the Troops 
of the Country, the Garrifon from that Place might 
have been ready to oppofe the Landing of the Troops, 
if the Difpofitions had been made for landing in the 
Day. • 

. ^ At what Hour the Men were to be in the 
Boats ? 

J. He thinks about Eleven o'Clock. 

t ' ^ On 
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^ On the 24th, what was done after the Receipt 
cF Admiral Brodrick\ Report ? 

A. It was propofed to go to the Ifle ofyfr>, where 
they had a View of, the Coaft near Fouras^ and where 
moft of the French Prifoncrs were, in orddt to exa- 
mine them. 

^ p[ow did the Men of War and Tranfports lye 
at xhat Time ? 

A. The Divifion under Admiral Knowles^ which 
went up to attack Atx^ laid up near the Ifle of Aix ; 
Sir Edward Hawke'^ Divifion, acid his Ship, the Rd- 
mliesy laid a( the Diilance of fome Leagues \ three 
or four. 

^ Whether after being at the Ifle of Aix^ on the 
14th in the tvening, they went on board i\it NeptuAc 
on purpofe to examine more Prifoners ? 

A. They did. 

^ How late it was before they parted ? 

A. Thinks pretty iate, cannot remember the Hour. 
It being on the Stroke of Three, ADJOURN- 
ED till To-morrow Morning Ten o'clock. 

Friday^ \6tb of Becemlfcr^ ^757* 

THE COURT being met purfuant to Adjourii- 
meht. Major General Cotpway was farther examined; 

^ Whether he does jnot think that all proper Me- 
thods were taken for getting early Intelligence, as foon 
as the Ifle of Atx was taken ? 

A. He believes they were ; the IJeponent himfelf 
was fcnt upon Command to the Ifle of Aix^ fo thit 
he was not at that Time with the Commanders in 
Qhief, Sit Edward Hawke an^ Sir John Mordauni : 
The Deponent examined many Prifoners himfelf 
there^ and reported to Sir John Mordaunt^ when he 
waited upon him, what feemed moft material in their 
' Examination. 

^ If he remembers what any French Prifoners 
might fay, in regard to there being a wet Ditch at 
Rochefort ? 

• E A. He 
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A. He rerfiembers one did fay pofitively tlie Ditch 
could be flowed all round. 

^ Whether he recolleAs what any "Frtnch Pfifon- 
crs told him in regard to Troops in that Neighbour- 
"hood ? 

A. They gave various Accounts of thfc Number df 
Troops; nioftof the OfBcers and So fdrcrsfaid, there were 
a great many •, as alfo that there was aMarfhal o{ France 
in the Place, meaning^ Rochefoirt^ Marlhal SeneSerre \ 
*there was a Man who faid he had feen eleven Battali* 
ofifS at Rochelle -, the Prifoners in general made them u 
great many. 

i^ Did any of the Prifoners mention their havTnjg. 
been at Work at Rocbefort ? 

A: There was oneMan in particular, who,On the 24th, 
or 25th, in the Morning previous to the Council of 
War, faid, they had been at Work there fome Time. 

^ Can he recoiled at any Tinie, when he was re- 
^eoiMioitring at the Ifle D^Aix^ whether he could diftin- 
guifli from the Uniform, that there were Swi/s^ of 
other Troops, at Fort Fourdi ? 

A. Either at VIJUTfAmy <x on board 5hip^ he 
does recoiled: to have feen fomerupon the Cbaft near 
Fourasxxx red Gloathing, can^t take upon him to fey 
they were Swifs ; he faw particularly an Officer, or 
two, riding upontheCoaft ; imagines, 'they came from 
fome other Place or Command, out of Curiofity, 
down to the Shore. "He faw a great many others in 
other Uniforms, particularly white and blue. The 
Numbers were different at different Times ; fonae 
Hundreds certainly ; at laft, he faw as many as from 
'800 to 1 000. *-• 

Q^ Was not the Intelligence of the Pilbts of the - 
MagnanimezxA Neptune y and of Captain Bonne^lky _ 
. and of all the Witnefies, who Were aftcjrwards exa- 
mfned at the Council of War On the 25th fe^ceptthatf 
. of- Lieutenant Colonel Clerk) known to them before 
they met at the Council of War ? 

A. He imagines, they ^trt moft of them known ; 
moft of them, he believes, were examined by Sir John 

* . Mor- 
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M^rJaufftf on bourd the J\&^tf»^, the Evcnitig be- 
fore. 

^. Were not fcyer^I of the Members of the Coun- 
cil of War prefcpt on board the Neptune at that 
Time? 
/I. Yes, fesreral were. 

§^ WhiBther they had Artillery proper to attack 
Rochefort in Form ? 

A. I^e apprehends fiot, by what he has hear^,<^ 
the Artillery of the Place i he.fpe^ks of the Train of 
Artittery they had vjkh them on the ExpediticMi, not ^ 
of the Ships. 

^ Whether proper Artillery jo attack i2^ri&(/(7r/ in 
Form^ was not mentioned and defired by the GencFalf 
gt the Cabinet Council ? 

A. It was, as he remembers. 
^ Whether a Council of Wfx w^ held on the 
^5th ? 
. J. lies. 

^ (iy the Court) How far it appeared to him from 
the Pilot'$ Examination at the Cabinet Council, chat 
the Poffibility of attacking Fourashy Sea could be dcr 
|)endcd on ? 

A. He thinks the Pilot's Anfwer was d09btfoli 
that he believed a Ship could lye up within h^f a 
iMile. ^ 

^ What Objeflions Sir Edward Uawke madetp 
ibe.Propofals for an Attack, mentioned in the for^per 
Part of his Evidence ? 

A. He can't be quite poGtive, whether at thatTirpC 
Sir Edward faid a Ship could not lye up to Fouviis 5, 
fome Time after, it was laid afide, as an impradlicable 
...Thing : He obje<3^cd particuiarly to the. Ships beiqg 
.fent down to make a Feint towards 'K.ichdle^2^xA : the 
Ide of iJ^, as imagining that Operation was nQt 
practicable^ or not proper, be is. not certain which, 
.Sir Edward talked of bombarding i?^^i&^/fe, ;a&.he .re* 
.merabers,but that was nottheSo:^t of Diver fion theDe- 
ponent propofed. The Report of th«;]8.car Admiral wad 

E z Cap- 
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Captains, which iaid there was no landing near Fourar^ 
was not received at that Time. 

^ As .he has only mentioned the Situation of Vice 
AdmJral Knowles^s and Sir Edtxjard Hawk€*% Divifion^y 
, on the i4th in the Evening, how did Rear Admiral 
Brodrick's Divifion lay at thit Time ? , 

A. The Deponent was in Vice Admiral Knowles^s 
Divifion, and cannot fay pofitively, but imagines Rear 
Admiral BrodrLk*s laid in the Rear, near Sir Edward 
Hawke's ; perhapis a League diftant. 

• ^^ Were the Examinations of the Prifoners reduced 
to Writing ? 

ji. Some of them were, but thofe Minutes he has 
hot now with him. 

^ What Accounts were given by the Prifoners, of 
the Ditch at Rochefvrtj, in general ? 

• J. He does not remember, whether any denied the 
Prailicabiiily of the Ditch being made wet ; they 
gave, in general, very co* fufed Accounts, of the 
Place. 

^ When it was that he faw the Troops mentioned 
ill his' Evidence, particularly the greateft Number, 
which he reputes to have been between 800 and 
icoo ? 

• A, He faw Troops at all Tinies, fome more, fome 
lefs, but that greateft Number was feen at laft, on the 
'29th. ' 

^ What Time he refers to, when he fpeaks, as 
having heard of the Artillery of the Place (meaning 
Rochefort?) 

A. Befor^e the Expedition hk England \ all the Ac- 
counts of the Place agree in it -, they have great Foun- 
deries of Cannon there, or in tl^e Neighbourhood, 
which furnilh Cannon to all the Ships that arc fitttd 
out there ; he imagines, they could mount almoft any 
Number of Cannon on the Ramparts and open Era- 
brazures, as they pleafcd^ as the Rampait was folid 
round the Place* The Deponent fays, he heard Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Clerk fay, the Ariiilcry there wai very 
'confiderable. 
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^ If a Council of War was deemed netclftry. 
Could it have been convened on the 24th, aftcrTtS 
ceiving the Report of the Rear Admiral and Cap^ 
tains ? ' • 

A. He believes it was poffible, but it would hav^ 
teen very late, becaufc the Gentlemen who were to 
compofe it, laid in the different Divifions of the 
Fleet, and might not have been found on board their 
■Ships at that Time. 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTES of two feveral 
Councils of War, the one held on board the Neptune 
en the .25th of September'^ and the other on board tht 
Ramilies on the 2Sth of September 1757, which vfttt 
mentioned by Mr. Secretary Pitt^ to be delivered to 
him by Sir John Mordaiint^ were now read at Sir 
y.chn Mardaunt's Defire, (being firft authenticated by 
Major-General Conway) viz. 

^ At a Council of War held on board his Ma- 

* jefty's Ship Neptune^ at Anchor off the Ifle of ^/x, . 

* Septewber 25, 1757- 

^ Prefcnt, 

r Knight of the Bath^ Admiral 

* Sh Edward Hau>keA J"^i5*^T'"?v '" ^^'f °i 

' > his Majelty s Ships employed 

L on the prefent Expedition, 

^Knight of the Batb^ Lieute- 
mnt General of his Majcfty's 
^ Sir JoJbn Mordaunt, { Forces, and General and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Troops 
on the prefent Expedition. 

^ Charles KnomleSj Efq; Vice Admiral of the Red. 
^ The Rt. Hon. Major General Henry Seymour Con- 

• way, 
' Thomas Brodrick, Efq-, Rear Admiral of the White, 

* Hon. Major General Edward Cornwallis. 
^ Captain George Bridges 'Rodney. 

* Colonel Georg£ Howard. 

E. 3 ^ The 
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^'Thc Fortifications and Ifland of Aix^ bdonging 
•> to the French Kingy having furrcndcrcd fo his N{^ 

* jefty*s Arms, the Council proceeded to tadce into 

* Confidcracion the farther Steps proper to be taken, 
.^ iri Exectxtteit of his Majefty's fecrct Inftrudions to 

* Sir Edward Hawke and Sir JohnMardaunty Com- 

* ntandcrs in Chief of his Majefty'i Forces on the 

* prefect Expedition -, and the firft Objeft bcfaig to 

* determine. Whether a proper Place could be found 
!• for hftding the Troops, Sir Edward Hawie pro- 

* duced a Report by Rear Admiral Bredrick^ and the 

* Captains Douglas^ Denis ^ and Buckle j whom he 

* had fent to found and reconnoitre the Coaft from 

* LaRtffM/e to the Point of FouraSy near the Em-* 
':• bouchurfe of the River Charente^ which Report is 

* hefeunto anttexed. . 

^ The Council having taken, the faid Report into 
< Confideration, and examined the Pilots, it appears, 

* fh* there are btat two landing Places ; and that the 

* Troops could ndt be reimbarked from either 6f 

* them in bad Weather, the Swell of the Sea. making 

* fo great a Surf on the Shore that no Boats could 

* be able to approach it to take the Troops off; the 

* ableft Pilot having informed the Council, that he 

* had been at Anchor feven Weeks ,in this Road, ami 

* not a Boat been able to pafs or repafs : And it like- 

* Wife appears to the Council, that in cafe the Tfoops 

* Ihould be overpowered by fuperior Numbers of the 

* Enemy, they could have no Proteftion from the 

* Cannon of the Fleet, thef fhoai Water preventing 

* their coming within Gun-{hor, 

* The Probability of Succefs in the Attempt againft 
f Rochefort^ in cafe the landing was efFefted, being 

* then taken into Confideration, Lieutenant Colonel 
^ Clerky Chief Engineer, was called in, and being 

* afked his Opinion^ declared, ThSt when he faw 
'* the Place in the Ytani754, he thought no Place • 

« was more capable of being taken by Affault ; what 

* Alteration may have been made in the Place fince, 

* be has not fufEcicnt Information to judge ; that he 

♦ docs 
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(x^ * docs not imagine any regular Attack was intended, 
jhal * againft that or any other Place, the fmall Quan- 
tabr * city of Artillery we have not being fent upon that 
)ctk * Plan. Being alked. If the Ditch were flowed with 
^ * Water, whether he (hould then think it practicable 
(^ Cc * to take the PJace by^fcalade ; faid, he thought not ; 
la: ♦ but that when he (av the Ditch, it did not appear 
jgg; ^ to him capable of being flowed, 
jic * Monficur de Bonneville^ Volunteer, being afked 

j^jjr * what he knew oi Rocbefort^ faid, that he was there 
jijc . * about nine Years ago 5 that the Ramparts were of 
jjji * Earthy and that there arc Sluices there, by which 
[jjs * they can flow the Ditch, and that it>was£ul^of 
jj, * Water all round, when he was there. 
^; ' The Pilot of the Neptune being called in, ftid, 

« That he had been very frequently at Rothefort ; that 
,jjf * he comifianded a fmall Vcflfel there many Years ; 

1^ < that .they have Sluices near the Hofpital, by which 

ri * theycan fill the Ditch with Water j that they raife 

^^ * them fomctimes to cleanfe the Ditch, and that be 

jjj * has fecn Water in it quite round the Town, 

'^ * The Informations of Ibme French Prifoners were 

^ • then produced confirming the^ fame, as alfo that 

iv * they bad been working on the Fortifications there 

!; ♦ for fome Time paft, 

* The Intelligence received from fcveral neutral 
^ * Veflels fpoke with on the Paflfage was alfo produced, 

* declaring. That the ir^wri? had been for fome Time 

* in Expectation of a Defcent from the Englilh m 

* thofe Parts ; all which being taken into Confidera- 

* tion, together with the longDetentionof the Troops 
' * in the Tfle of fVigbty and our meeting with con- 

* trary Winds, Fogs and Calpis upon our Paflage, 
^ the feveral Informations received of Troops aflem- 

* bled in the Neighbourhood, and the great Impro- 

* bability of finding the Place unprovided, or of fur- 
[ * prifing it, or confequenfly fucceeding in an Enter* 
I * prize founded on the Plan of an Aflault or Efca- 

* lade merely ; and the Uncertainty of a fecure Re- 

£ 4 * treat 
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treat for the Troops, if landed •, the Council are 
unanimoufly of Opinion, that fuch an Attempt is 
neither advifeable, per prafticable. 

' Edw^. Hawke^ ■ 
J. Mordauntj 
Cba\ Knowles^ 
Hf Seymour Conway^, 
Tho\ Brodrick^ 
Edw^. Cornwallis^ 
G. B. Rodney^ 
G. Howard.^ 

* At a Council of War held on board his Majef- 
ty's Sh\p, Ramilies in Bafque Road, this 28th of Sep-^ ' 
iemier J757. 

* Prefent, "^ 

f Knight of. the Bath^ Admiral 
c- rj J Tj L ) ^^^ Commander in Chief of 
Sir Edward Hawke A his Majefty's Ships employed 

i on the prefent. Expedition. 

Knight of the Bath^ Lieute- 
nant General of his Majefty's 
^ Sir John Mordaunt,^ Forces, and Commander in 

Chief of the Troops employed 
on the prefent Expedition. 

** Charles KttowleSy Efq; Vice Admiral qf the Red. 

♦ The Rt.Hon. Major General //^»ry Seymour Conway. 
^ 1'bomas Brodrick^ Efq; Rear Admiral of the White. 

* Hon. Major General Edward CornwaWs, 
^ Captain George Bridges Rodney^ 

^ Coiontl George Howardf ' 

* The Council of War being affembled, at the De- 
« (?re of Sir John Mord.iwn^ proceeded to take un- 
der Confideration, W hpther.it is advifeable to land 
the Troops to attack the Forts leading to, and up- 
on the Mouth of thi River Cbarante^ and after 
mature Pelibcr^tion arc unanim ^ufiy of Opinion, 
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* That it is advifeable to Und the Troops for thai 

• Furpofc with all poflibic Difpatch. 

* Kdv^. Hawke^ 

* J. Mordaunty 

* Chc^. Knowles, 

' H. Seymour Conway^ 

* ThcF. Brodricky 

* Ed'^. Cvmwallis^ 

* Geo. Bridges Rodnef^ 

* G. Htrjcard.^ 

A Paper was then tendered by Sir John Mordatfnf 
to the Court, as containing Obfervations of Sir John 
(now Lord) Ligonier^ mentioned by Major General 
X^onway to have been read at a Meeting of the Ca- 
binet Council ; and it being admitted by the Judge- 
Advocate, that the faid Oblervations, or Hints, were 
written b]^Sir John Ligonier\ — (but prior to his hav- 
ing any Knowledge of the Difpofition of the French 
Troops afterwards produced at the Cabinet Council) 

and that a Copy thereof had been given to Sir 

John Mcrdauni at his own Defire ; the faid Paper was 
read as follows : ' 

" There is a Chance in the beft concerted Military 
** Entcrprizes, which every Man of long Service 
" muft have experienced; what Share then muft be 
** left to Fortune in an Expedition, where neither the 
" Country, nor the Number of Troops, you are to 
** aft againft, is known with any Precifion. 

*' The Capacity of the Generals may fupply this , 
** Want of Intelligence, but to give them any p6- 
** fitive Plan or Rule of Adion under fuch Circum- 
*' fiances, I apprehend would be abfurd, 

" If lan^ rightly informed, the great Point his , 
" Majefly has in View by this Expedition, and the 
♦' alarming the Coafts of France^ is the Hopes of 
'' making a powerful Diverfion in Favour of H.R.H. 
*' the Duke, as well as the King of Pruffia^ .who dc- 
*♦ fires ^nd prelTes much this very Mcalurc. 

^ ria 
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. ^ ?n.tEc Ewcution of this General PI«n, a Pro-; 
'* jeft of giving^ mortal Blow tp the naval Power 
•* of France i$ ia his Majefty's Thoughts, by attack- 
** ing and dcftrwing, if poffible, the Dock, Ship* 
' ** ping, and n»val iStorcs at Rocbefort, 

' ** A Plan of that Place given by one of his Ma- 
^' j^fty'^ Engineers, who was there in 1 754, feems 
♦* to encourage the Attempt ; and it muft be owned, 
•* that without fuch Authority it could hardly be be- 
** lievcd, that a Plaee of that great Importance could 
** be left in fo dcfencelefs a Condition. ^ 

«•- in all dpubtful dangerpus. Military Attempts the 
^* Adv^nMgcs, that may accrue from Succefs, oughp 
** to l>e weighed againft thp Damage >nd Misfpr- 
•* fuxMis, (hat may be the Conftqucnces of a Repulfc, 
** and rfiat well confidered may in Prudence deter- 
^* mine thjC Choice. 

^ If ^ Attempt is to be made upon Rocbefort ^ it 
" ** will be the Part of the Admiral to know the Coafts, 
** to bring the Troops to the qeareft Place, to cover 
♦' their Ifinding by the Difpofitjon of his Ships, and 
** t9 dcftrpy any Barbet Batteries, which the Enemy 
*' may have upon the Shore, ftiil remcmbring, that 
^* if the Troops are landed at too great a Diftance 
** from the Pla^e, the D/efign will become dang^rous^ 
^ and probably impradicable. 

** Svppofing the Troops landed, it muft be left 
** to the Confideiation of the Generals, Whether 
•^ they (hould not march with the proper Precautionsi - 
*' diredly to Rocbefort^ to prevent jiny Succours be- 
** ing t][irown into the Place, at the fame Time, that 
♦' the Marines (hoyld be employed in making a goad . 
. ♦' J^ntrenchn^enr for the Security of the Stores to be 
" landed from Time to Time» as well as of a Re- 
** treat in Cafe of Necefljty. 

♦* We a^-e tojd, the Country in the Neighbourhood 

"* is low and marfliy ; that Circun?>ftance might be of 

** grc4t Advantage in this Undertaking, becaufe^n 

- ** thu Cafc TrQops cannot march by Overtures dam 

" la 
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«* h Qtmpagnef but tnuft follow the Djkt9^ or Caw*-" 
•' fcys^ which may be cafily defended by Coupures» or 
** Redoubts. 

*^ A ftfe and well fccured Comiminicitioo betweett 
^ the Camp and the Sea, from whence yoo are to re- 
** ceive your Supplies of all 'Kinds, is abfolutely m^ 
♦' cefi^y; the whole depends upon it :•— But this be- 
^ tng done, I fliould not be much in Pain for the 
«* Safety of the Troops, an inferkn* Number darci 
*« not approach you, and one fuperior will not be 
•^ eafily aflembled without your knowing it ; and, at 
' ** all Events, you have fccured a Retreat lo the Ships. 

** I would advife to procure Guides upon the Spot, 
•* and paying them greatly when faithful ; there are 
** Numbers of Proteftants in that Province, that wifli 
< ' you well, and would be glad to go on Board with you. 

*' As for a Coup de Main, it may, perhaps^ fuccccd 
** beft at your coming up, as the Enemy may be in 
** great Hurry, Surprize, and Cooftcrnation at fuch 
•' an uncxpcfted Vifit, and not have had Time to 
^^ make his Difpofitions ; but if that is not thought 
^* proper, it may fucceed as well after the Place has 
** been thoroughly reconnoitred, and you haviq fixed 
** the Spots where you defign to direS your greatefl: 
** Efforts, and if the Enemy fee any Preparations 
^^ for a regular Attack, they will lefs fufped a Cbs^ 
** de Main. 

^^ Bergen op- Zoom was taken by a Coup de Main^ 
<* after a long Siege. 

^' St. PbiUp's was taking by fcaling Ladders and 
** a Coup de Main^ thoi^h the Garrifon was 3000 
** ftrong, after a Siege of 56 Days. 

** The Neceffity of dividing a finall Garrifon in 
•* a Place of fuch Circumference, ^Rocbefortf may fa-^ 
** cilitate the Succcfs of a bold Attempt.** 

The Hon. Lt. CoL James NJurray being fwwu, 
was aflccd, what he faw in the Ifle of Rhi ? 

A. The Morning of the 23d, the Day of die At- 
tack on the Ifle of Aix^ he went on Board the Rami- 



Bes^ and from the Poop of that Ship with Col.T/i?/^- 
fm^ and Col. fP^dfe, took a View of the Ifle of Rbe ; 
they faw a Body of Men with two Colours, he thinksr; 
equal to a Battalion of 600 or 700 Men, marching 
along Shore to Fort Sablanceau\ they faw them 
lodge their Colouts juft by the Side oi the Fort, 
and immediately fall to work upon the Fort on 
the Outfide of it : They viewed this with Telefcopes. 
They faw likt^wife Vcflels paffing from the IQe of 
Rhi' to the Continent, or the Continent tp the Jfle 
of Rbe^ is not Certain which •, the Veffels feemed to 
be about fixty or fcventy Tons, as near as he could 
judge, 

i^ Did he view the Coaft towards Fou^as^ when 
the Tranfports laid at the Ifle of jUx? 

ji. Yes, he did with a Tclefcope. 

^ What did he obferve ? 

ji. The Morning of the 25th from his Tranfporr, 
which laid off the Ifle of Aix^ he took a View of the 
CoajB: of the Peninfula, upon which Fouras is fituated, 
from the Point next to the Ifle d'Enet, which is the 
northernmoft Point of that Peninfula, as far Souths 
as his Eye could reach ; it appeared to him, that there 
. was a very fair Bay for Landing very near that North 
P^int; but that there was a Stone Battery there, or 
Redoubt, (does not know which It was) which de- 
fended that Bay -, he diftinguiftied feven or eight Em- 
brazures with Guns ; likewife Guns V» Barbette^ is not 
pofitive, as to the Number, Between this. Battery, of 
Redoubt, and pGuras^ there was an Encampment -, the 
Deponent could count thirty Tents; the full View of 
the Camp was intercepted by a Wood ; he faw about 
4 or f 00 Men at V/ork upon the faid Battery, and 
in the Bay between that and Fouras^ whom he im^ln- 
ed to belong to .that Encampment. He alfo faw Men 
at Work upon Fouras i and upon a rifing Ground a- 
bove Fouras^ he faw 1 1 or 1 2 Guns naked (no Para- 
pet.) The Shore to the Southward of Fouras was 
rocky, and did not fcem to afford any proper Place 
for a Debarkation : The Diftance between the faid 

fton^ 
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ftotie Redoubt^, or Bait^ry, did oot feem to exceed a 
Mile and a Half. Upon the Ifle Madame he faw Peo- 
ple ac Work, alfo two Ofiiccrs Tents -upon a rifing 
Ground, juft above the Sea; he was at too great a 
.Diftance to give a diftinft Account of the Iflc 
Madame \ this was all he could fee there. 

^ Whether he was near enough to riiftinguilh/rom 
the Walls, whether Fort d*Jsguille was buitt lately or 
not? . 

A. It was Mafonry and appeared new ; it was ei- 
ther new, or newly cleaned up. 

Sir John Mordaunr obkrvwg^ that Lieut. Coloiid 
Murrayy if he recoUefts right, was wounded at Ofi^r 
endj during the Siege, and left at Gbent^ defired he 
would inform the Court, whether there were not 
French Militia employed at the Siege of OJlend^ and 
likewiie in Garrifon at Ghent \ and, from what hp 
faw of the French Militia, What is his Opinion oif 
them ? 

Lieut. Col. Murray anfwered, he can't take upon 
him to fay, there were any French Militia employed 
at the Siege of Oftsndy as he was confined ; but he 
heard there were three Battalions, as well as he can 
recolleft. At Gtent^ where Sir John Mordaunt left hini 
behind, he faw fcveral Regiments ; the Regimc^nt of 
Normandy was at the fame 1 ime ip the Garrifon there ; 
thefe Militia in their Cloaths and Appearance were 
like the other Troops, but he had no Opportunity of 
knowing any Thing of their Qiiality. . The Militi^ 
if they were fuch, which oppofed our Troops, when* 
they made the Defccnt in Britany^ were a defpicable 
Rabble, and made no Refiftance ; they feemed to him 
to be the Pojfe Cfmitaiusy and he believes them to 
be different from the Militia ; they were r\either regur 
larly cloathed, nor armed. 

^. (by the Court.) At vyhat Time he reporteci, 
or communicated to Sir John Mor daunt ^ w)iac he 
. had fcen from the Ramilies in the IQe of Rhi ? 

A He don*t recolleft that he mentioned it to S;r 
yobfi Mordaunt at all ; Colonel Udgfony and Colo- 
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tiel Wolft being both there, he took ft for granted 
tbcy would. 

: ^ At what Time Kc reported^ or communicaeed 
to Sir J$in MordaunU what be faw from hi^ Traof- 
port off the Ifle of jlix^ on the Morning of the a^th ? 
A. He niade no regular Report 5 beti^resi *w men* 
tioned it one Day in the Admiral's Cabin, when 
livery Body was giving an Account of what: they had 
feen ; but is not certain of that neither. 

Capt. Patrick Tokynt, Aiddc Camp to Sir Jphn 
^crdaunt^ being fworn, and defired to give an Ac* 
count of what Coaverfation psfied ontboard.theiZ^t 
*^Ue5 on the £vening of the 23d, 4bout the attack-^ 
Jng of Fort Fouras% depofed, that in the Evening 
aft^r the Ifle of vf/x was taken, Ik faid to Sir E^mrd 
Hawkcj that the nesct Step diat appeared neceflary 
to be taken, was, to attack Fouras by fome of the 
Ships, to bombard Rochelle^ or give any other Di^ 
^erfion, or Jealoufy to the Enemy, and that the 
Troops, in that Cafe, might be landed at C/^/r/(7^(?;ft 
t)r any other Spot, that might be found out thereabouts. 
The Admiral faid, a little Time, after what the De-» 
ponent has now repeated was fpoke to him, that he 
would lay a Ship along-fide of Fouras^ bombard Ra^ 
€heUe^ and the Troops might land ; he recoUeds, 
that Col. fFolfe immediately tadc up the Convcrfa- 
tion, and the Difcourfe continued between him ^nd 
^the Admiral. 

C^pt.THOMAsOsdBRT MoitDAUNT, Aid dc Camp 
to Sir JobnMordaunt^ being fworn,iand aflced, Whdther 
he was prefent at -any Converfation with Sir. Edward 
'Bawke^%on the Evening of the ajd ? 

Depofed, that he remembers being present at a Dif- 
<courfe that Evening, but can'Cvnoiv cake upon him to 
dicliverwhat^fiedi but on'theMorning ofthe 24tb, 
he received a^MeiTage from Sir EdismrdlJ^ga^e, d^Cirio^ 
him to come down to him in thi& C^bbf nowhere he iound 
the Admiral, the Vice- Admiral^' and the Pilot of the 
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Magnanime : Sir Edward Hawke dcfired the Deponent, 
as be did not underftand French hitnfelf, to aflc the 
Pilot (bmc Qiieftions, and explain his Anfwersto them. 
— Among other Queftions> he afked purticuhrly about 
the Approach of Ships of War to Fort Founts ; tht 
Pilot faid, Itc iVould undertake to carry the Magna^ 
inme within half a Mile, even within a Quarter of a 
"Mile tif the Fort, but then^hc muft run her upoti 
the foft Mud, from whence the next Tide would 
bring her off. Sir Edward aflced the Pilot, if by 
lightning the Sarfleur he could bring her as*" near ; 
be anfwered, he could, but had rather go with the 
Magnanime : The Adn^iral feemcd fatisfied with this 
Difcourfc, faying, that would do, or to that Effe<3:* 

^ Does he recolledk^ whether the Pilot fpoke of 
a French Mile, or an Engt^ Mile ? 

A. The Deponent afked him particubrly, What 
Miles he meant •, and the Pilot anfwered, " Miles of 
" Engiandr 

Vice Admiral Charles Knowles being fwtifn, and 
defired to inform the Courr, what Thierry the Piloc 
told him of the Swell, of the Sea in the Road of 
^fque \ faid, he has declared that in the CoCracil of 
War held on the 25th of September. 

^ Does he rccolfed, when he firft mentioned It ? 

A. He can't recoiled ; it niuft have been before 
the Council of War, or clfe he could not have men- 
tioned it there. The Paffige he refers to in the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of War is this — — '* The ableffc 
** Pilot having informed the Council, that he had 
" been at Anchor fevcn Weeks in this Road, and 
V?* not a Boat been able to pafs or repafs.'* 
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. The following Lift of Ships fent out under iha 
Command of Sir Edward Hawke on the Expedicioii 
being, by Defire of a Member of the Court, (hewn 
to Vice -Admiral KuowleSj he informed the Court, that 
.all the Ships contained in the faid Lift) except the 
Soutbamptofi^ were in the Bafque Road, which Ship^ 
having taken a Frigate, the Admiral itnt her into 
Port, viz. ^ ■ ^ 



Rate Guns 

I io6— 

2 90 — 



3d. 



84- 

80- 

.80- 

74- 



Mert SWps 

870— Royal Georgd 

780 ^Ramilies 

7 7 o— Nep tune 

7^0 NamUr . 

770 Royal William * 

700— — Barfleur 

666 Princefs Amelia 

' 700— Magnanime 
700 — r-Torbay 
600 — —Dublin 

. 520 ^Burford ^ 

500 Alcide 

r 4 20— Airtef ica 

420 -Achilles 

420 Medvvay 

Dunkifk 

Southampton 

Coventry 

•Cormorant 

Poftilliofl 

-Beaver 

Pel.can 

'Efcort 

Firedrake 

•Infernal 

Fireihip 45 PJuto 

45 Proferpine 

Bufs — 6. — 45 Canterbury 

4^_Medway 
{iofp-Ship 22—100 Thetis 

Hunter Cutter 



70- 

64. 

.4t h, ■ 60 - 



dk 32 — 

6th 28 — 

Frigate — 18 — 



Bomb — 8 




Cdmrtianderi 
Kfatthfew Buckle 
James Hobbs 
James Galbraith 
Peter Denis. 
Witt. Taylof 
Sathilel Graves 
Stephen Cdl^y 
Hon. Richard Hewd 
Hon. Aug. Keppol 
Geo. B. Rodney 
James Young * 
James Dou^as 
Hon. John Byron 
Hon. S. Barriagton 
Charles Pnoby 
Robert bigby 
J. Gilchrift ^ 

Carr Scrope 
Benjamin Clive 
William Coopcfr 
Edward Gafcoign© 
James O'Hara 
Charles Jnglifs 
Owen Edwards 
James M'Kenzie 
John Lindfey 
Francis Banks 
7 homas Lemprierc 
Pharles Lucaa 
John Moutray 



Vice Admiral Knowks being afked (by the Court) 
how many Men, as he thinks, could have been land- 
ed in one Embarkation ? 

^. He 
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- A: tie was oit^ another Service tntircly diftant from 
that of the Embarkacion^ and cannot anfwer that 
Quefttoni 

^ What occaGoned the Fleet not coming into 
the Hoad fooncr than the 23d, feeing they made the 
Coaft on the 20th ? 

A* He will give the bcfl: Account he can, without 
his Log-Book and Journal ; but for want of them 
cannot be particular as to the Hours. — In the Morn^ 
ing of the 20th9 Sir Edward Hawke gave him the 
foUovying Order, viz. 

* By Sir Edward ffawke. Knight of the Baib^ 
* Admiral of the Blue Squadron ofhia 
' Majefty's Fleet, (dc. 

* If in (landing in between the Iflcs of Rbe and 

* OleroH, I Ihall find the Winds and Weather will 

* admit of proceeding to Bafque Road, and attacking 

* the Ifle of Aix^ I will hoift a red Flag on the Flag- 

* ftafF at the Foretop-gallantmaft-head, and fire 
^ three Guns ; then you are hereby required and di- 

* refted, without Lofs of Time, to ftand in as near 

* to the faid Ifle of Aix^ as the Pilots will carry you„ 

* with all, or as many of the Ships of your Divi- 

* lion, as you (hall think fufficient for that Service, 

* and batter it, till fuch Time, as the Garrifon (hall 

* either furrender, or abandon it. In either Cafe 

* you are to land a Number of Men fufHcient to de- 

* molilli it with all pofTible Difpatch, fending me the 

* earlieft Intelligence of your Proceedings. For 

* which this (hall be your Order. 

* Given under my Hand on Board his Majefly's 

* Ship Ramities at Sea this 20th Sept. 1757. 

ED. HAWKE. 

* To Chnrhs Knowtes^ Efq; Vice- 

A dmiral of the Red Squadroa 
of his Majefty's Fleet. 

« By Command of the Admiral, < J. Hay.* 

F The 



'•The Signal bring ^Vfeh;- tUtt Dtpbtittii «6oui: 
Noon,' took hts Leave oft Sir Edward- H^ivke^; and 
made Sail with his Divifion. The Medway^ vihkcXk 
\fras a-liead t^ Sir E3mard's Order, to4o6k out for 
the Land^ abouctwoor three o' Clock, 'as near as he 
can remeii^ber, made a Signal for feeing the Land; 
very foon after, the Deponcm faw it hi^nfifetf-: As bis 
own Ship and tKofe of his Divifion were Ordered to 
prepare for the Attack, the Lkutenant, ot :the Cap- 
tain, came to acqitaint him, the Ship, #^ clear ahd 
ready for Aftion \ this was about Four o^Clock^ the 
W- ind at that Time, and to the bed of his Remem- 
brance the whole Day, was about N,E. As he look- 
«i upona Ship cleared, and in Order for Battle, to 
be a very entertaining SHghi, he^ defined Major Ge- 
neral Conway to go down to fee his Ship between 
[Decks: Vv hile they were viewing her, one of his 
Lieutenants came down, fent by' the Captain^ to ac- 
quaint him, Capt. Keppcl \\2L\\ta the Ship, and told 
them, there was a Trench Man of War (landing ir\ 
for the Fle^t ; for fome flior-t Space of Time the De- 
ponent took no Notice of it,^ thinking it impoffible^ 
the Fket fliould not (tt h^er V ^ fecond Meflkge Was 
fent him down to the fame Piirp'ofe, he then ihihic-' 
diately ^wcnt upon Deck with General CoHway^ and 
A'a*^s (hewn her by his Captain, when with their Glafles 
they plainlj^ difcoVered her to be a tw6-deck*d Ship \ 
flie foon made a private Signal by 'hoiftirig U Jack a^ 
her Mize'a-toprhaft-head ; the Deponent uyas in 
Poubt, whether to make a Signal to any cf his Di-, 
vifibn totrhace, befng ordered on a different Service^ 
wKich he took Notice of to Major General Conway^ 
thd'to his Ciaptain ; he judges, he was then at leaft 
five Miles a- head of Sir Edward Hawkc^ and the 
Enemy's Ship much nearer to him and his Divifion, 
than they were Co Sir Ed'W^d Hawke and the reft ,of 
the Fleet J and he plaiply faw, if fome of his Divi- 
fion did not chafe her, none of the others could pof- 
fibly fee her, (ip as to chafe her, when Njgbt came 
pa*M Tht Ma^nanime was then about two Miles to 
' *■ Leward 



Leward of thcm» on which he threw jout her Signal 
to chacc, and hailed Capt. Keppel in the Torbay^ and 
direftcd him to chace alfo j obfcrving, at the fame 
Time, to Major General Conway and his Captain, that 
if Sir EdwaraHawke did not approve of what he had 
done, he would certainly call them in again ; but, in-^ 
ftead of that. Sir Edward threw out their Signals to 
cfaace, by way of confirming what he had done ; and 
ip Addition, made the Royal fViliianC^ Signal alfo, 
belonging to his Divifion ; two more Signals for Ships 
in the reft of the Fleet were thrown out afterwards, 
and very foon recalled. Early the next Day in the 
Morning* Sir Edward Hawke fent the Deponent the 
foUpwing Order to take under his Command three 
other Ships in the Room of thofe three Ships that 
were detached to chace, viz. 

* By Sir Edward Hawke^ Kpight of the 

* Bath, Admiral of the Blue Squa- 

* dron of his Majcfty's Fleet, > 



\ Lublin^ 

* Burford^ 

* Achilles. 



* You are hereby required and dircfted 
to take under your Command the Ships 
' named in the Margin ; the Captains of 
^ which have my Orders to follow your 
Diredions; andjproceed, without a Mo- 
ment's Lofs of^ Time, to put in Exe- 
cution the Orders you received from n)e 
Yefterday. For which this fhall be your 
Order. 



* To 

* Charles Knowles, Efq; Vice- 
« Admiral of the Red Squadron 
» of his Majefty's Fleet. 

* By Command of the 
^ Admiral. 

* J. HAY.' 



* Given under my 
^ Hand on Board bis 
' Majefty's Ship Ra- 

* milies^ at Sea, this 

• 2ift Sepf. IT ST. 

•ED. HAWKE? 
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In Obedience to that Order, the Deponent prd^ 
ceedcd with his Divifion with all the Sail they could 
carry, to get in, and make, what Land it was ; he' 
judges it Was about 9 o'Clock, when they were got 
within about two Miles of the Land, in 1 1 Fathoms 
Water, very hazy thick Weather, fo as his Pilot de- 
fined,* the Ship might be tacked and laid with the Head 
off tilHt cleared, fo as he could fee his Marks. Whilfl: 
he was laying to, he made a Signal for the Captains 
of his Divifion, anc! ordered them to fend for their 
Pilots, no two of whom agreed, what Land it was ;- 
their feveral Examinations he took 4ov^n, and im- 
mediately fent them to Sir Edward Hawke^ who by 
that Time was advanced nearer to him by twx> or 
three Miles than he was before, as he the Deponent 
laid with his Head off Shore. /In his Letter to 
Sir Edward he acquainted him, thtt not one of the 
Pilots would even take Charge to le'a^ in with a 
twenty Gun Ship ; if they would, his Divifion fhould 
have followed her. Soon after his Boat went away, 
he made a Sigoal for fpeaking with the Admir .1, fee* 
rng he continued under Sail, and did not flop to 
«ake up his Boat. At the fame time he made fair 
with his Divifibn towards him, and by about 12* 
joined him ; when the Deponent got on board him, 
he was furprized to fee Mr. Kepfel on Board, and 
alfo to find the Magnamme and Royal IVilliam had 
joined him again, whicji the thick weather had pre- 
vented the Deponent*s knowing. Sir Edward Hawkey 
upon the E>cponent*s acquainting him with what 
had happened, (for. he thinks he got on board, be- 
fore his Letter) immediately fent for the Pilot qf the 
Magnanime^ at the f4me time telling the Deponent, 
he judged, what was the Matter when he faw him bring 
to, for his Pilot had refufed carrying his Ship in : 
When the Rbt of the MagmnimeQztnt on board, he 
immediately told them, what Land it was; and af- 
ter offering to carry the Fleet in, returned onr board 
his own Ship, and led the Deponerit^s Divifion in> 
ihe Admiral and the rcfi: of the Fleet following. 

The 
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The Wind was pretty frelh all this Day, till towards 
the Evening, wHcn abdut 6 o' Clock the Tide of 
Plood being fpcnr^ the Magnanime made the Signal to 
anchor ; they were then in the Mouth of.the Pertuis 
of Antioche : About 8 o' Clock Sir Edward Hawke 
made the Signal for the Fleet to anchor, and they 
continued working in, and anchored, as they came 
into proper Births, all Night. — Early in the Morning 
of the 22d the Magnanime made the Signal, when the 
Deponent weighed with his' Divifion, and Sir Edward 
Hawke and the reft of the Fleet weighed alfo : A- 
bout 1 1 o'clock it falling calni, the Signal was again 
made to anchor j about Two ox Three a fmall Breeze 
fpringing up weftedy, the Magnanime made the 
Signal and weighed again, and the Deponent ran in 
with his Divifion, till between 9 and 10 o* Clock 
at Night, Sir Edward Hawke and the Fleet of Tranf- 
forts all following, when the Deponent's Divifion 
came to an Anchor, 

^. When was the Demolition of the Ifle of Aix 
finifhcd ? ' 

A About 7 ©"'Clock in the Evening of the Day 
before that, on which they failed for England. 
' ^ Whether a Council of War, if thought ne- 
ceffary, could have been held on the Evening of 
the 24th, after receiving the Report of the Rear 
Admiral and C?.ptains ? 

A. As to the Poffibility of it, or not, he can't an- 
fwer, the CouiKil of War wanting the Teftimony 
of feveral Evidences, of whom he cannot fay, where 
they were, or when they could have been colledrd 
together-, befides, Admiral Brodrick was juft returned 
from Sounding, and had been up all the Night be- 
fore, and Colonel Hipw^^ri, one of the Members of 
the Council, who was in the Fort at the Ifle of Aix^ 
muft have been fent for, which would have taken up 
3 or 4 Hours, ic being 9 or 10 Miles diftant. 

^ (At Sir John Mordaunfs Defire,) Whether that 

Evening was not employed on board his, the Vice* 

F 3 Admlral*a 
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Admirars Ship, in getting proper Intelligence con- 
ccrmng Rocbef art f 

A. On the 24th in the Morning, the Day after 
the Attack of the IQe of Ai^^ the Deponent ww hi^ 
Signal out on board Sir Edward Hawkt ; on which 
Major General Conway and he went away immediate- 
ly ; Sir Edward Hawke^ on their coming on board, 
told the Deponent, Admiral Brodrick and three Cap^- 
tains were gone reconnoitring for a Landing-Place, 
and he wiflied for their fpeedy Return. As that Sig- 
hal, which was out on board Sir Edward^ was for 
the Rear- Admiral as well as the Deponent, being i 
Standard at the Enfign-StafF, and.tKc Veffels, which 
Adniiral Brodrick had with him', were not in Sight, 
he begged of Sir Edward to rtiake the Signal for all 
Land and Sea General Officers, which is the Standard 
at the Mizen Top-maft Head, that being moft dif- 
cernible at a Diftance^ and to repeat firing a Gun 
eyerjr Hour, which he did : Before Four, Admiral 
Brodrick and the Captains returned, very much fa* 
tigued, and drew up their Report. After taking a 
Morfcl of Dinner they all got into their Boats and 
went away to the Ifle of AUc (excepting Admiral Brod- 
rick) in order to coiled: what Intelligence they could 
from the Prifoners taken in the Fort j a Number of 
the Prifoners were fent on board the Deponent's Ship, 
and examined, one by one, by General Conway^ he 
fpeaking French^ till near 1 1 o* Clock at Night, when 
Sir Edward Hawke and Sir John Mordaunt went away \ 
.and the Admiral declared his Intention of holding a 
Council of War on board the Deponent's Ship the 
next Morning, which was accordingly done. 

^ Whether the Pilot of the Neptum was examined 
that Night ? 

A, He cannot remember. 

^ Does he recollcft any thing relating to a Re- 
port, Captain Proby made to the Admiral, of his 
having fpoke to a Dutch Mafter, in relation to the 
French having made great Preparations at Rocbelk 
and St. Martins? . 

A. He 



A. He conceives, that i^ cootained in th^ Mi- 
nutes of thp Council Qf War of the . 2:5th, apibng 
the Reafons affigned for the- Opinion of that Council j 
but in regard to what pafled at that Council, he in- 
formed the Court, that h/j tpok very exaft ^inutes, 
which he has -now with him, and he laid the fame 
bcfor? the C^rt, in Words following ; xiz. • 

* « Sir E^bffafd Hamie*$ Inftruftions reac), dated 5th 
> Aiigufiy ijsT^ as far as if found pradicableY^dr^,. 

* la^plligewpe if tq be CQnfidercd, or believed b^- 

* fore Tri^.') . • ' , 

* Sir Jobtk Mm'daunfs Inftrufiions read — coij- 

* formable to the other — - dated 3d Augtdl. 

* Letter from Sir John Mordauni to Mr. Secretary 
« Pitt^ d^^ted II Augt^'y 10 o-'Clock 21 Night, Ifle 

* Wigbty regarding Contrary Winds 4>reyscn ting 

* the Tudden Execution of his Majefty's Inftruc- 
^ tions. 

* Mr, Secretary Pf/A Anfwer read, dated 13th 

* Augufty — clear, as to Powct of judging. 

* Mr. Secretary Pitfs Letter xo Sir Edward Hawke^ 
(• dated j §th Sepfemkr^ — urging the Attempt for the 

* Deftruftion of Rocbefort^ and clear as to Limita- 
f fion of time. > 

* D? to Sir John Mor daunt D. D. 

* Report — Adnairal Brodrick. 

' Dji' Examination of Col. Clerks all^ that could 

* be gathered is, that the Army are .to march up 

* to fee, if Rochrfori can b<f efcaladcd or not, • but 

* that all opening of Tronchea for carrying on of a 

* regular Siege were not in his Plan for attacking 

* it. 

« Bonville^^T>\ich. 

* Pilot Neptune— ^ Ditch and Sluicps. 

* Prifoners— D/'//^— 6? C(?»/rtf,.and w^^rk^dpn For- 

* tifications about a Fortnight. 

* 1 2, Broke up, unfiniflied. 

F 4 * It 
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It being Three o'clock, 

ADJOURNED till to Morrow at Tea ia tha 
Moriiing. . 

Saturday 17th DBCEMBrR, 1757^ 

THE COURT being met, and Vice Admiral 
Knowles not being yet come. 
The Following Letters of the i8th and 19th 
yfe^^/Jlaft, from Captain Archibald Ckvknd^o John 
Chulandy Efq; Secretary to the Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty, and proved by him to have been 
received on the 19th of the fame Month, were read 
by DeQre of Sir John Mor daunt y viz. 

^* Gibraltar y Spitbeadj Auguft 19th, 1757* 
"Sir, 
** Be pleafed to inform the Lords CommiBioner$ 
*^ of the. Admiralty of the . Inclofed ; I fliould have 
V feqt it Ycfterday, but thro' Hurry [ had miflaid it, 
^» I am, 
^ Sir, 
*' Your moft Humble Servant, 

« ARCH, CLEVLAhfD;* 



** Gibraltar y Spithead^ Auguft i8th, 17^7.* 
»• Sir, 
** On JVidnefday the 17th of Auguft ^ about 12 
** o'clock at Noon, I fpokc with a Dutch Convoy 
^* from Rochelkf there was two Men of War, one 
^^ of 60 Guns and one of 44 Gnns, with 55 Sail 
" of Merchantmen 5 the firft Lieutenant of the 60 
** Gun Ship came on board me, find told jne, that 
>' the French expcfted a ViQt from us at Rochellf^ 
„•* fegt made no Preparation, 
" I am 

^' Your moft humble Servant, 

ARCH- CLEVLAND/» 



f^9^ . . . 
Lieut. William Roy Engineer' being fworiit 

was alked, if he bad as niany Workmen as lie chofe 

to have, bow long Time it would take ' to throw up 

.^ Work of. three hundred Yards, fo as to make it 

defenfible againft any fudden AiTault ? 

A. He believes it extremely difficult to determine 
any Thing of that Kind exaAly, becaufe it muft 
depend on the Nature of the Soil where the Wofk is 
to be thrown up, and on the Number of Men, which 
ican be employed on that Work, but he is neycrthe- 
Jefi of opinion, that in any ordinary Soil, fo fmall an 
Extent of Entrenchment as 60, 100, or 300 Yards 
might be thrown up, and in the Space of 2 or 3 Days 
made fo ftrong, as to render it unaflfailable,* till fuch 
Time, as it was battered and laid open by Cannon^ 
and in the fame Time he thinks even a covered Way, 
Glacis, and perhaps an advanced Ditch might be 
made. 

^ Had the Expedition Train of Artillery fuffi- 
cient to oppofe to the Cannon of a fortified Town ? 

A. He imagines not ; believes, they had only 12 
Pieces of battering Cannon ; is not certain. 

^. Of what Calibre were the Cannon ? 

A. Twelve Pounders and Twenty-four Pounders, 
is not certain of the Number of each. 

A RETURN from the Ordnance Office being in 
fpeded, it thereby appeared, that the Ordnance lent 
out on the Expedition is as follows, vi%. 



Ordnance Heavy. Proportion. 

Brafs mounted on travel- r_p^^ ^ 

jmgCarriages.comp'eated] ^'^•^ ""' , 

with Litpbcrs, 5fc. t** '*"' 

« 

Ordnance 
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OrdmnciLigbL 

Brafs, mounted on travel- r 

Kng Carriages, with Lim- J 6 Pounders *— to 

bcrs, Ammunition,Boxcs, j 3 — ^ — — . 6 
. and Elevating Screws, L ' 

Howitzers, —— — - 5i Inches — — 2 

r JO Indies 
Mortars on their Beds, •< 8 -- — 

L4TC6horns 

Lfeiit. Rey being, afked, what Number of Artij- 
kry Horfes tbe«: w«re ? 

Anfwcred, He does not know exadly the Nvm- 
bcr, ©ever having (^en the Return of them. 

Sir John Mordaunt informed the Court, the Nui»- 
. ber of Artillfry Horfes were Forty, 

Th^ HoNCIUftABIrS MAjOR-G£N£RAt EdWARD 

CoRNWALLis being fworn, and defired to inform tkc 
Court, wh«it he knows in regard to the Opinion of the 
Sea04icers,as CothejDifBculty of landing in the Night 
of the 28th,dc:poi^,tbat be went on board ihtAm^Hfj 
the Ship appointed for the Rendezvous, about Ten 
or Eleven o'clock that Night, apd was there fome 
Time before Sir Jabn M^dauut came § there were 
feveral Captains of Men of War on boar<]9 and t^e 
Deponent found by them, that the landing, in their 
Opinion, would be dangeroujs, almoft impi;a<^icable, 
and Madncfs in a Manner to attempt it. The Depo- 
nent had much Difcourfe with Captain How in parti- 
cutar, who «xprefled himfelf with a great die^^l of 
Warmth, and fcemed very une^fy at the Uijder- 
taking -, he faid there would be at leaft fix Hours in 
towing to get to the Shore againfl a Head-Sea, and 
likewifc five or fix Hours more before a fecond Em- 
barkation* 
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barkatidti cmild be made to fupport the firft ; that the, 
Boats might be a confiderable Time under the £ne«> 
tnies Batteries^ if they had any, the Men (lowed to in 
theBoals at noctobe able to make ufe of their Arms, lb 
as to make any Sort of Defence, and no Ships to protect 
them. Captain How (aid, though he was not upon 
that particular Duty, yet he thought it of fuch Confe- 
quence, that he could not help declaring his Opinioa, 
and that he would mention it to the Commander in 
chief, when he came on board/- This likewife feemcd 
to be the general Opinion, particularly Captains 
DeniSj and Bucklij (hewed Diflike to the Attempt, 
After Sir Jpim Mordauni came on board the America^ 
and heard the general Opinion, as to the Difficulty of 
landing, he talked with Major-General Cenwayy Colo- 
nel Hcwardy and the Depo&ent, on the SubjeA, and 
they all agreed, that the Attempt would be wrong as 
the Wind then was. Sir John Mor daunt thereupon 
ordered the Troops to reimbark from the Boats on 
board the Tranfports, many oi^ them having been 
feme tim^ embarked, and then returned on board the 
Ramikes. The Deponent ftakl at his Po((, till it was 
Day-light, and until Sir Edward Hawk€ had ordered 
all the Boats to their dU&renc Ships again, and then 
w^t on board his own Ship the Princels Amelia. 

^ (By the Court) Upon the 25th, if it had then 
been thought advifeable to land, would the fame Diffi* 
culties hive occurred i 

A. He docs not particularly recollcdl ; as to the 
Weather and the Head-Sea he thinks not 5 but as for 
theDiftance of the Tranfports from the Place, at 
Vhich it was intended to land, they were on the 25 th 
jlsTar, and, he rather thinks, farther off. 

^ At what Place the landing was intended to be 
made on the 28th ? 

A. In the Bay of Chatelaillon. 

^ How many Day* Frovifion were the Troops to 
take on Shore with thean ? 

A. He thinks, Four Days Provifions. 

^. At 
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^ At what Time the Boats wcrfc ord^ed bacfe 

again to the Tranfports and Men of War ? . 

yl. He can't eafily fay ; thinks Sir Edward Hawkers 
Order for that Purpofe was about an Hour and aa 
half, or Two Hours, after the Return of Sir Jcbn 
.Mordaunt on board the RanUUes. 

^. Whether the Purport of the Memorial of the 
.Difpofition of the Troops of France^ which reprefents 
fen thoufand Men only upon the Coaft, from St. Va- 
lery to BourdeauXy\yfA% communicated by Sir John 
^or daunt to the Council of War of the 25th ? 

A. He can't recoiled ; he rather thinks not. 

^ How many Debarkations would it have taken 
to compleat the whole ? 

A. The Boats, as he underftood, would have con- 
tained from 1500 to 1800 Men: and fuppofing aU 
the Boats to have returned fafe to the Ships, the fame 
Number would have been landed in the fccond Em- 
barkation, "-and by that Reckoning, it would have 
taken four or five Bebarkatiops. 

^ After the S6ldiers were difembarkcd, whether 
it would not have required another Embarkation at 
Icaft for the Artillery, Stores, and Horfes ? 

yf. It would have taken, as he conceives, more 
than one Embafkati^n for the Artillery and Stores. ; 
. and the Horfes he doubted of their being able toflind 
at all ; he thinks they muft have been landed in Long- 
boats, or fwam on SiM>re, if it could have been eif- 
feded at all* 

^ Would the Flux and Reflux of. the Tide have 
caufed any Alteration in the Matter ? 

ji. He is not a competent Judge. 

^ Did he attend the Cabinet- Council, or any of 
the. Meetings, before they went upon the Expedition ? 

A. He attended the firft Cabinet- Council. 

^ From the Converfation he had there, did he not 
expcd: great Affiftance from the Fleet ? 

A. Yes, he certainly did \ but they appeared at 
that Meeting fo total'y ignorant of the Bay, of the 

Place 



Place oF Landing/ or of the Coaft, tfcat it finillicd 
with fending for the Pilot, (Thierry , as he believes 5 it 
was a Pilot then at Spitbead.) The other two Coun- 
cils he did not attend, being ordered to the Ifle of 
PFigbt^ to take the Command of the Troops there. 

\. Were any of the Admirals, or principal Sea- 
Officers prefent at that Meeting ? 

A Sir Edward Hawke and Vice- Admiral Knowks 
were there. 

^ (By Defire of Sir John Mcr daunt) ^z.% K^- 
plication made at that Meeting for additional Strength 
of Artillery ? 

A. He can't diredtly fay, whether for more Artil- 
lery or not ; fome Demands were made ; he thinks 
for more Troops. 

Lieutenant Colonel Murray, being again 
called in, was examined. 

^ On the 29th, when he was ordercifby Sir John 
Mordaiint to reconnoitre the Coaft, what Obfcrvations 
he reported to Sir John ? 

A. Colonel Howardj Lieutenant-Colontl JVoIfe^ 
Captain How^ and the Deponent, went on board the 
Viper Sloop, which Sloop lay neareft the Shore in the 
Bay of Chatelaillon. They vieWed the Coaft from the 
Top of the Awning, (which is elevated above th« 
Deck) and faw a Tent and fix Guns naked upon the 
bluff Point of Chatelaillon. From that Point to the 
Point AngoKn they computed it to be about three 
Miles and an half, or four ^ all which afforded a good 
Landing; but there was a Ridge of Sand Hills, that 
ran from Point to Point quite along the Bay, within 
about forty Yards of High Water Mark, to the belt 
of his Judgment. Thefe Sand-Hills feemed to be 
about '25 or 30 Feet, in general, perpendicular 
Height, and capable of concealing any Number of 
Troops from their Sight. They faw no Troops, 
Redoubts, or Batteries, (excepting the Battery he has 
mentioned) toeppofe a Debarkation. The Captain 

of 
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ff the Viptf' Shop told them, that upon tjhr i6tii be 
had foen a confiderable Body of Troops, with feveral 
Pair of Cplpu^rs, march along the Shore from Rt/-^ 
ehelie^ and that they encamped in the Bay (that After*- 
noon behind the Sand HiUs ; which Sai>d Jtfills the 
Captain of the Viper called an Entrenchment ; chat 
the Men went to Work the fame Afternoon upon 
, tbefe Sand Hills ; ^and the ne;ct Day their Tcnte were 
more covered, intercepted by the Work they had 
tlH-own up, ^nd at Jaft they wjere indidy covarcd; fo 
that he could not fee them from his Awning. Tliat, 
however, the 28th, (the Day before their coming on 
board) he had feen them from his Mainrtop; but 
that Cap]t;ain How had been that Morning of the 29tli 
to his Main top, but faw neither Troops nor En- 
campment. Captain Cooper ^ Commander of the Ship 
that laid ne^it to the *j^/p^ Sloop, told them he had 
feen the Troops from his Top-gallant- maft-head that 
fame Mornteg, that bei-ng an higher Ship. — From 
the Viper SJoop they rowed into the Shore, as near as 
they thought it prudent ; but few nothing more from 
the Boats, than they had done from the Awning of 
the Ship. When they returned, they reported this 
to Sir John M^rdaunfj and, as he remepribers, alfo 
mentioned to him, that theGround beyond the Sand- 
Hilis was fuch, as Cavajry could aft in. 

^ At what Time of the Day did they make this 
-Report to Sir Jokn Mordam^f 

A. About Five o'C^odk in the Afternoon of the 29th 

^ (By Defite of Sir John Mordaunt) As be recon- 
iwitred thafCoaft, what Number of Troops, under a 
good Officer, does he imagine fuflRcicnt to have de- 
fended the Bay of Cbatelailhn ^gainil ^eir l^ding^ 
Iwid it been attempted ? • 

J. It is Matter of Opiniqn, and depends gi^eatly 
cm the Capacity of the Officer; he thinks, againflr 
twir© thouland Men, which he believes was the whole 
Number the Boats could bsave embarked at once, one 
Bataliion of Infantry^ mA twQ Squ^drpns of Dra^ 
2 goons. 
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goons, widi •(« Ffeid-picccs, might have nendrred 
their landing ineffectual, had it -been made on the ^ptb, 
when the Wind was as ftrong, as it was on the 28th. 
— rlnhis Opinion, if the Wind was to the Wcftward, 
they could not have landed at all. 

^ {By the Court) How near it was nec^try for 
the Boats to have gone to the fix Pieces of Caf^noil 
mentioned in his Evidence ? 

A. Had they gohe down to the Angdin^ they might 
have been intirely out of the Reach of the Guns, and 
had they gone diredly under the WuflF Point, they 
would not long have been annoyed -by them. 

^ Did he ever hear, how far it was from RochelU 
to the Place, where they were to land ? 

A, From the Point of Angolin does not appear to 
be above three Miles from Rocbelle, zs far as he could 
judge from the Eye, and from the Map he has feen ; 
but to the Cod of the Bay, believes, about fire Miles. 

,^. Whether the Captain of the Fip^r mentioned 
theNumberof the Troops he had fecn ? 

^.' He thinks the Captain mentioned baviag ieen 
fix Colours ; he can't take upon him to fay, whether 
he mentioned how many Troops. 

Major-General Cornwallis was further ex- 
amined. 

^. Whether Sir John Mordaunt did fummon alt 
the Land-OfEcers of the Council of War to confider 
of a Letter of Sir Edward Hawke^ propofing a Return 
to England? 

A. On the 29th of September^ the Deponent re*- 
ceived a Letter from Sir John Mordaunt in the Middle 
of the-Day, dcfiring he woivld attend'him that After- 
noon on board the Ramilies. The Deponent *wcnt , 
accordingly, and after having been there fome Time, 
Sir John Mordaunt (he bplievesit was then about the 
Hour of Seven) fent in for him and CoXoi^tX Howard^ 
Major-General Conway being already with him. Sir 
Joj^ told them, that he had received a Letter from 
%rf 'Edward Hawke^ which he gave the Deponent to 

read, 
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readi and whkh he believes to be the fame, as noW 
produced in Court, viz. 

kamities^ Ba/queRo2ki^ Sept. 29, 1757-' 
•* S I ,R, 
•* Should the General Officers of the Troops have 
•* no farther military Operations to propofe, confide* 
** rable enough to authorize my detaining the Squa- 
** dron under my Command longer here, I beg Leave 
*^ to acquaint you, that I intend to proceed with ic 
*' for England without Lofs of Time. 
** I am, S I R, 
" Your mod Obedient, 
To Sir John " Moft Humble Servant, 

Mordaunt. " E D. H A W K E.'^ 

And he afked the Deponent's Opinion, as alio that 
of the others, what was proper to be done upon it ; 
the Deponent told Sir Jobn^ he knew pretty well his 
Opinion ; for that he had conflantly been againll 
landing, fince the Council of War of the 25th, and 
that every Day and every Hour they ftaid, he fhould 
be more and more againft it ; that there was no Ser- 
vice of Confequence to be done, and therefore he was 
of Opinion to return. 

^ Did they not all unanimoufly concur in Opi- 
nion to return ? 

A. He thinks Major-General Conway did hcfitate 
upon it I but did afterwards come into the general 
Opinion for returning. 

^ (By the Court) Whether Sir Edward HawU 
•was on board at the Time ? 

A. He was on board 5 but not prefent at the 
Council, or Meeting. 

^ Were 4iot they, who were aflembled, the fouf 
Officers appointed for the holding Councils of War 
at Land ? 

A. Yes, as he underftood it, , 

i^ Cart 



^' ^ Caiv he givfc any Rcafon, why the Admirals and 
the eldeft Sea-Captain were not at that Council of 
War? 
• yi. He cannot. 

^ Did Major-General Conway^ when he hefitatcd, 
wge any Objeftions ? 

-/i. He thinks nothing new^ or that tended to con^ 
vince the Deponent at all ; he did not propofc any 
Operationsj as he remembers. 
' ^' What was doing the 26th, and 27th ? 
'A. A Propofal was made, as he belie ved^ on the 
2^th, » not fure, by Major-General Conway about 
landing on the Ifle of Oleron\ Sir Edward Hawk$ 
made fome Objeftion % the Deponent likewife was of 
a~ different Opinion, as thinking it tended to nothing 
of Ccffrfequence. 

- ^ (By SxtJobnM&rdaunt^^titCwt) What was his. 
Sit Jvhn M&rdMni\ Opinion at that Confultation f 

j^. ,Sir John Mordaunt faid, that, if it was the gene* 
rat Opinion, he (hould concur in iti 
i iti Fegard to the 27th, the Deponent informed the 
Cdtirt, that lie received a Meflage from SxvJobnMor'^ 
daunt xkziTkLYi to come down to the Ifle of -^I'y ; he 
accordingly went there in the Morning, where he met 
Sir jAbn MofdaunP^ with Sir Edward Hawke^ Vice- 
Admiral Kncwles^ and Major-General Conix)ayy (whe- 
ther Colonel Howard was there^ he can't fay) they 
feemed'to be empioj^d in viewing Fort Fourds with 
Sf^ing-Glafles and Telefcopes, to fee what they could 
iftajce of that Fort 5 the Deponent codd make nothing 
of it himfelf at fo great a Diftance, fo as to form any 
Kind of Judgment about it. After having been there 
f<>me Time^ the Deponent aflced Sir Jdhn Mordaunt 
if he had any Commands for him, and Sir 7^/&» an- 
fwering him, that he had nor, he returned on board 
His own Ship. 

:. ^' (By Sir John Mordaunt^sDcfnt) Did he receive 
a Summons that Evening to attend a Council of War 
the next Day, to conQder of an Attack of the Forts on 
the Mouth of the Charente ? 

G .^- He 
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4. H^did rectiveaSummons to attend aCouncilof 
War the next Day-; can'c fay now, what it contained. 

^. (By the Court) While xhey were at Aix on the 
27th, was there any Confultation between the Gene- 
rals and Admirals? 

A. They did at Times talk together, but the De- 
ponent did not hear that Difcouf fe ; there was no gc* 
ral. Confultation. 

Vice-Admiral Knowles was again called in, and 
it being obferved to Sir '^^ohn Mordaunt^ that the Mi- 
nutes of the Council of War, which fpeafc only in 
g^oeral Terms of *' feveral Informations received of 
'* Troops affembled in the Neighbourhood,*' would 
not be fufficicnt to eftablifli any particular Intelli- 
gence, he might think materi;il for his Defence 5 Sir 
John MoT^aunt defired, that his Qucftion of Yefter- 
day might again be propofed to Vice- Admiral K«aw/ifX» 

. ^ Does he recollcdl any thing relating to a Re- 
port made to the Admiral by Captain Vroby^ of his 
haying fpoke to a 'Dutch Matter, who informed him, 
xhzx x}cit French had made great Preparations zxRfh- 
c^elk and St Martinis? 

. The Vice- Admiral anfwered, that he cannot parti- 
cularly charge his Memory, who it was that wa,s men** 
tioned to have given thc^ Report ; but that Sir Ed'- 
ward Hawke did deliver in feyeral Papers of Intelli- 
gence, which he had gained during the Paffage; and 
amongft xhem mention was made of the Enemy's 
having Knowledge of their Approach ; and it was 
t;aken for granted at the Council of War of the 251^, 
that the French had Intelligenci: of their Defigns; and 
the Deponent is confirmed in their having a Know- 
ledge of it at Brefi^ becaufe he read feveral Letteri 
taken in the Emerald^ the Southampton^ Prize, giving 
an Account thereof, and of what Preparations the 
French were making. 

Being defired to explain his Anfwer, whether from 
the Intelligence he refers to, he underftood, that the 

French 
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f tench had Knowledge of any particular Objeft of 
this Expedition, or whether they, apprehended fomc 
Attempt upon their Coafts in general ? and whether 
the Preparations were confined to Breft^ from an Ap- 
prehennon that the Armament might be intended 
againft that Place, or whether they were general along 
theCoaft? 

He faid, that he cannot be ceVtain, as to the whole 
of the Intelligence ; but from thofe particular Letters 
taken in the Emerald^ he underftood, that the French 
had Notice of a Defign fomewhere upon the Coaft, ' 
and were making Preparations in general. 

Some of the Witnefles having mentioned Vice- 
AcJmiral Knowles as being prefent, w[^en a Difcourfe 
Was had by Sir Edward Hawke^ touching an Attack 
intended to be made upon Fort Fouras by Sea, he was 
defired to inform the Court, what he knows concern- 
ing that Intention, or the Prafticability of fuch Attack : 
Sir John Mordaunt defiring, that unlefs the Anfwer 
tended to make either for him, or againft him, it 
might be waved, as it would prolong the Trial,— 
Vice- Admiral Knowles took that Opportunity of de- 
claring, that if he knew any thing againft Sir Johny 
he would declare it publickly, and not bring it out by 
Piece-meal ; but that he does not : On the contrary, 
he does in his Confcience believe. Sir John has done 
every thing, that becomes an experienced General, to 
tfie beft of his Judgment, for the Service of his King 
and Country, and would have done more, if it could 
have been done :~ 

The Vice-Admiral then depofed in Anfwer to the 
Queftion, that after the Surrender of the Ifle of Aix 
Sir Edward Hawke told him, the Pilot of the Ship 
Magnanime had oflfered to carry her in, to batter Fort 
Fouras \ he does not recolleft, at what IJ)iftance 5 the 
Deponent objefted againft th^Magnanimey as (he drew 
at leaft a Foot more Water than the Barfleur^ and 
propofcd that Ship inftead of her, as being of greater 
Force, as well as an old Ship, and her Lofs liierefore 
immaterial. Sir Edward Hawke direftcd the l?epo- 
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ncdtlo have the J?i7r/?^«r lightened immediately for 
that purpofe. When he returned on board his own 
Ship he direftly fent for Captain Qraves of tUjc Bar^ 
fieur^ and told him Sir EdwarcT^ Intention j the Cap- 
tain reply'd, his Ship was on QrQuod, where fhe 
then Jaid, being, to the beft of his Judgment, more 
than five Miles diftant from the Fort. He has fipce 
heard, that Colonel fir«i^W/ was on board of her at 
that Time. Upon this feveral Matters, together, with, 
Pilots, were direfted to go 'founding, particularly, 
the Mafter of the Barflcur^ and of his own Ship the! 
T^eptune. On his acquainting Sir Edward Hawke 
v/ith the Imprafticability of getting the Barfleur in,* 
and the Matters. having made their Reports of the 
Soundings, that Intention was laid afide, as impofli- 
ble.. . Some Days after, he can't be pofitive, but bc- 
Jieves after the firft Council of War, Sir Edward 
direfted the Deponent to carry in the two Bomb- 
Ketches, to try to bpmbard the Fort ; the Deponefic 
immediately gave their Captains Orders fo to do, and 
direded the Pilot of the Magnanma to condiJtS: the 
Infernal Bomb in, and the ocKer* to follow. In at- 
tempting to get in, the Pilot ran the Infernal aground^ 
where fhe laid fome confiderable Time ; two Row* 
Galleys, feeing her alone (for Ihe had out failed the 
other Bomb, and was at leaft two Miles from her) 
made to attack the Infernal^ which the Deponent 
per<ieiving hattened on board, and gave a Signal for 
all the Boats, .mann'd and armed,, to go to he^ Af- 
fiftance, and went himfelf in the Coventry Fri* 
gatej on which, the Galleys retired, after firing a 
great many Shot at the Bomb-Ketch. — When the 
Ketch was on Ground flie was a long Way without 
the Reach of her Shells, with the greateft Requifite 
pf Powder (which he knows will fly two Miles and 
two thirds) having thrown feveral, whjchYetl great- 
ly (hort. The Coventry^ in attempting to get to the 
Bomby ran on (hore five difi^erent Times, — After the 
Tide had flowed, and the Bomb-Ketch floated, fha 
got under Sail again, and worked nearer to Fouras^ 

as 
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at iitsKfas hcrDraught of Water W6u\d let her, ifid 
then threw fcveral Shells more, -nbnfe of which did \ 
reach. — He added, that he is confident, if it had^ 
been in the Power of Man to have got any Ship or* 
Veffel in for that Porpofe, Fort Fouras would have 
been attacked by Sea by Order of Sir Edward Hawke ; 
and the Deponent, in Conformity to his Commands, 
would have cffcfted it.— Likewife in regard to a Pro*' 
pofal, that has been mentioned of attacking Fouras 
by Land at the fame Time it was attacked by Sei, as 
an Officer, he declares it to be' infipoflible, becaufe 
the Shot from the Ships, which miffed, would have 
cut the Army behind it, to Pieces. 
. The following Exprcffion being obferved in the 
Minutes taken by Vice- Admiral Knocks at the Coun- 
cil of War of the 25th, as by him laid before the 
Court Yefterday— . " Pilot Neptune^ a Ditch and 
*"' Sluices — Prifoners D*. and contra^** he was dc-» 
fired to inform the Court, whether any of the Pri- 
j foners examined at the Council of War denied the 

Cifcumftance of a wet Ditch, or of Sluices ? — To 
this be anfwered, that feme of the Prifoners afferted, 
that there was a wet Ditch all round, and fome that 
there was not \ but does hot remember any fard pofii' 
tiv€ty> ibere were mt Sluices. 

^ As his Minutes fhew him to have been very 
particular in regard to the Proceedings of the Coun- 
cil of War of the 25th, can he recoiled, whether 
the Import of the Memorial, giving an Account of 
the Difpofition of the French Troops, produced at a 
Cabinet Council \n London^ was communicated t6 
that Council of . War ? 

* ji\ He cannot recolleft. 
S^ Whether Thierry was pitched upon for con- " 

dueling in the. Bomb- iCctcb, as tHebeft Pilot? 

>i/f- Yes. 
' *^. If Thierry the Pilot had been loft, had they any 
other Pilot, who knew that Part of the Coaft ? 

• ■ -^* None/ 

G3 - - . . -: .Sir 
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Sir John Mordaukt acquainted the Court, that he 
fhould not trouble them with the Examination of 
any more Witneflcs, but delivered a Paper containing 
a few Obfervations, which he defired might be read. 

Colonel Wolfe being made acquainted with Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Murray^s Evidence, in regard to 
Troops feen on the Ifle of Rbe from the Poop 
of the Ramilies on the 23d 5^/^i«^^, which Cir^ 
cumftance is not mentioned by Colonel fVolfcj who is 
{aid to have been in Company ; as alfo in regard to 
Veffels being feen to pafs from the Ifle of Rhe to the 
Continent, or from the Continent to the Ifland,— — p 
faid, that he does recollcdt feeing fome Troops 
through Glafles, and thinks likewife Colours ; but 
did not attend to the Matter fufBciently to be fo par** 
ticular, as Lieutenant Colonel Murray has 'been. . 

Then the Paper delivered by Sir John Mordaunt 
was read, agreeable to hisPcfire, in Words following ; 

My Lord, 

* Before I put a final Conclufion to the Trouble 

* I have given the Court, I hope, you will excufe my 

* detaining you a few Minutes longer ; in order to 
^.make fome Obfervations that have occurred, and 

* which I have ordered to be put together, during 

* the Courfe of my Proofs. 

* By a Queftion afkcd one of my Witnefles by the 
^ Judge Advocate, it feems, as if he thought, I could 

* have called a Council of War upon the 24th ; but 

* I dare fay it will be remembered, that the Time of 

* calling a Council of War was not prcfcribed by my 

* Inftruftions, and therefore I can be guilty of no 

* Aa of Difobedience in calling it at that Time, 
^ which I thought moft proper for obtaining the 

* End propofed by it. It cannot have efcaped the 

* Court, that it is proved, that the Afternoon and 
-' Evening of the 24th were employed 'in cn- 

' deavouijqg to gain Intelligence neceflary for our 

* Adions, or Deliberations. And the CAurt will al- 
-* fo remember, that the Members of the Council of 

' War 
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War were on board fevera] Ships at many Miles 
diftant frohi each other, and Colonel Howard it the> 
I(le of Aix ; but indeed Admiral Knowles has com-^ 
municated to the Court the Difficulties, or rather* 
the Impoffibility, of alTembling a Council that' 
Night, if it had been wanted. -» 

* 1 recoUeft, that Mr. Pitt mentioned a Circum-* 
fiance, of which it may be expefted I fhould take 
iomt Notice; which was, that the Paper produced 
by him, containing the Number and Employments 
of the French Forces, had been confirmed by fub- 
fequent Intelligence. 

* Colonel Clerk too, it may be proper to obferve,' 
fi^, if I recoUeft it right, that feveral People^ 
whom he had feen fince his Return, had confirmed 
him in the Opinion he had firfl: formed of the St^to 
of Rocbefort. 

* If Obfervations of this Kind had been propofed 
by t^be. Judge Advocate to have been given in Evi- 
dence, I fhould have objefted to it, ' as improper^ 
Evidence. What Mr. Pitt alluded to, has not been 
explained, nor laid before the Court, and like Mr; 
Clerk*s Difcourfe confirming his Opinion, is all 
fubfequent to the Tranfadion now under Exami- 
nation : It is awowedly fubfequent to our Return, 
and therefore could never operate upon my Con- 
duft, nor influence the Judgment I was by his Ma* 
jcfty's Inftruftions to form upon the Spot. It feems 
therefore prepoflerous, to make that Evidence of 
Difobedience of Orders, which mu^ relate to fuch 
Opinion, as I was able to form before thefe Fadls 
were known. My Judgment can only be tried by 
the Proofs, on which it was formed. If the Judg- 
ment wa? upright upon thofe, it can never be made 
otherwifc by other Proofs, not then in my Power ; 
befxdes, the Court will alfo confider the Abfurdity 
of admitting fuch Evidence ; for, if the prefent 
differs from* that obtained upon the Spot, Intelli- 
gence ftill fublequent may hereafter h6 pbtaiQed 
to contradl(5ir the prefent. 

> * G 4 * Ano- 
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- < Anc^hfef lycceflary Obfervarion ftems to^bi/That 
^ theRcfolution of theCouncij of War of* Ae 25th 

* was not. That it was imprafticable to lartd, but 

* that y«^i& ^« Attempt^ that is, an Attempt t^ land 

* inord^r to ^^/ir^zrf Rvcbefart According to the fe- 
^ cortd Inftrudion, was neither adrifabTe not prac- 
•"tlcable, , ' ; ^ 

^ I have heard, that feveral Petfons have nheh^' 

* tioned Efcalades fucceeding during a Sitge, but I 
^ am furc this Court will remember, that, in all (ucK 
•^ Inftances, Surprisie has been effential to the-SucCefsI 

* Capt. Clevland^s Letter fheW^, that the FreHcB 
« expefted a Vifit upon their Coaft;, Indeed at ko^ 
« cielle they feemed to have had M Fears* about it ; 

^^ they made no new-Preparations upon that Account 5 

* they are known to have been fufficiently fecure 
,^ without them. 

* I think I fcarce need remind the Court, that/ as 

* it was not the Intention at home, thzx Rtrcbefori 
^ (hould be- attacked arty other Way than by Sur- 
^ prize or Efcalade, fo the Artillery, £s?f. were liot 
• ' dcfigned for, or adapted to a regular Attack. The 
^ Ht)rfes did not, in Faft^ exceed forty, 

* This Court will pleafe to remember, that the 

* 26th, 27th, 28th, and Part of the 29th, were 
^ employed in the Demolition of the Works t)f Ft)r(: 

* jlix^ according to the Inftru6tions, to dcmoli(H 
^ all the Works we fhould make ourfelves Matters 
Vof. •[ 

* This Province was affigncd to Admiral Kmm^les\ 

* How the Generals were employed. Major- General 
-■* Cormvallis hzs juQ: givtn an Account. 

* I have now finiflied the Evidence I propofed to 

* lay before the Court. I hope I have anfwered every 

* Part of the Charge made againft me. It is. a very 

* heavy Charge*^ A criminal' Difobedicnce of 'his 
^ Majefty's Orders. ^ -^ - . ;/ ' 

* It does not lie upon me to impeath the Propriety 
^ of the Equipment : It might be prbpet to be made, 

* ifjpughit could not be fuccefsfcl. -"^ ; .* ^ '. . i 



« I did tvtry Thing in my Ptower tt> execute faiA; 
^ fully Ac InftruAions given xne i the Truft ret)ofed 
^ in me. 

• * The Court pcrceRcs by the InftrudKons, that 
^ upon the Spot, wfth the Afliftance appointed by 

• the Kiftg for me, I was to judge of the Fitncft of 

* a6Hng, — of the Prkdlicability of makir^ the At* 

• tempt, before I put the Flower of the Britiji Troops 
***tx> Hazard, or rifqued the Honoiir of the Brrtifi 
^ Arnns, 

• * The * Subjeft was important ; I had therefor^ 
» Rccooffe to thofe appointed by the King toaffift 
*^ me. • 

> We could not be ignorant, that our Judgnient 

* would be unpopular ; but it was our Duty to take 

* Care that it (hould be honeft andbecoming Officers. 

• * Upon that Judgment I ftill rely; it was formed 
^ rn Purfuance of the Power given by the Inftruc- 

* tions, and can never, I apprehend, be deemed a 
*^ Difobedience of tHcm, 

* There have bc^h many Inftances of Officers tritd 
^ (perhaps too for fuppofed Difobediehce^ when the 

♦ genuine Complaint was, that they could not be fuc- 

* celVful; But 1 have this Satisfaftion, that as my 
'* Defence refts upon the concurrent unanimous Opi- 
« nion of ail th^ principal Officers employed with 
^ me, fo the'Caufe of Commanders in Chief tried 
"* in- my Name, is to be determined by Officers, who 
« have Ability to difcern the Juftice of my Cafe, and 
■^ Scrifibllity to feel'the Delicacy of it. 

' With thefe Sentiments I fubmit myfelf to the 
^ Judgment of the Court/* 

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE briefly fubmitted to 
thcCouri his Opinion, that fubfequent Confirmations 
of Intelligence, as they could not haveiany Influence on 
the' Refolutions, when taken, are not proper Evi- 
dence ; and, if any fuch have appeared, in the Courjfe 
of the Proceedings,'- -oiiieither Side, they ought wn- 
^queftionably to be Igid out of the Cafe, With re- 

, " gard 
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gard to Lieutenant Colonel Clerk\ Evidence^ he doet 
not recoiled any Mention of Information obtained 
by him, fince his Return to England^ either in Con- 
firmation, or Contradidion of his former Account 
of Rocbefort. 

But the Argument urged by Sir Jjibn Mordaunt 
in the Beginning of his Defence, againft the admit- 
ting in Evidence that Intelligence, which was com- 
municated to the Commanders of the Expedition 
at the Cabinet Council in England^ he conceives to 
be without Foundation, as it is not produced, as 
Evidence to prove any particular Aft of Difobedi- 
ence (the Evidence of the fuppofed Difobedience in 
this Cafe being the Notoriety of the Returo to Eng- 
landy without having attempted a Defcent) but is on^^ 
ly introduced to Ihcw the Pra(fticability of the En- 
terprize -, and it would be as unreafonable to fet afide 
this Intelligence, when the Queftion turns upon the 
PrafticabiUty, as to deprive Sir John Mordaunt of 
the Ufe of any Intelligence received previous to their 
-failing from Spitbead^ or of the Argument raifed 
from the unavoidable Detention of the Troops in 
the Ifle of JVigbt ; which Circumftances were equally 
known to the Government, and both previous tp the 
Orders fignificd by Mr. Secretary Pitt in his Letters 
of the 5th and 15th of September. 

As to the Ufe endeavoured to be made of Port 
VOrieni being permitted to remain in the Inftruc- 
tions, (though the Miniftry f^cmed to have given up 
the Thoughts of an Attack upon that Placej in or^ 
der to govern the Conftrudion of the other Article 
of the Inftrudions, which relates to Rocbefort^ the 
Latitude or Power of judging being cxpreflcd by the 
Word praSlicable in both Articles, — The Judge Advo- 
obferved, that there is a manifeft diftinftion,— TheAr- 
ticle relating to Rocbefort^ directing an Attempt 
with a View to that particular Objcd^ if found prac- 
ticahle y in the other Cafe, Port V Orient and Bour- 
deaux are recommended, jas the mod important- Ob- 
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jefts of his Majefty*s Arms ; and it is Ordered, that 
an Attempt ihould be made, fuccefiively, on both, 
or either^ of thofc Places, as fhould he Judged praSi- 
caMcj or on any other Place that fliould be thought 
fnoft advifabkj from Bourdeaux homeward to Havre : 
tht Judgment of the Prafticability being evidently 
intended to be made, upon the Spot, by the one Arti* 
cle, and not fo, by the other. 

As to the feveral Arguments, which go to the Im* 
prafticability of a Defcent only, he fubmitted to the 
ConGderation of the Court, whether they are not al- 
together defeated by the fubfequent Refolution of the 
28th of September J whereby the landing is determined 
not only to be prafticable, but advifablc, and to be' 
made with all poflible Difpatch ; cfpecially as no ma- 
terial Intelligence had in the' mean Time been gained,, 
which (hewed Fort Fouras to be inore aflailable on 
the Land-fide, than they had before Reafon to ap^ 
prehend. 

He alfo recommended an Attention to the Dates of 
the feveral Refolutions and Proceedings, as nothing 
but what was anterior to the Council of War of the 
25th, and known at that Time to the Commanders, 
can be confidered as having any EfFe<5l upon that De- 
liberation, and therefore on the one Hand, all Troops 
feen from the Fiper Sloop, — the moft confiderable 
JJumber (being from 800 to looo) feen by Major 
General Conway ^ — and all other Obftacles fubfequent to 
the Date of the 25th, will be laid out of the Cafe ; as 
will on the other Hand the Confirmation of Lieutenant 
Colonel Clerk^s Opinion, obtained fro n the French En- 
gineer on the 26th ; which Circumftance alone, fup- 
pofing the Refolution taken on the 25th, of laying 
afide the Defign upon Rochefort^ to have been juftifi- 
able and right, can hardly be infifted upon as a fuffi- 
cient Motive for reviving that Confideration. 

Adjoajrned till Msndayy the 19th Inftant, at Ten 
o'clock in the Forenoon. 

MONDAT, 
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MONDATy jgtb of DECEMBER, 1757. 

.The Court met according to Adjournment. 
; Some Members hearing that Admiral S'w Edward 
Hawke is arrived in Town fince the laft Sitting of this 
Court, cxprefled a Defire, that he fhould be examined, 
as a Witnefs, upon this Tryal for their fuller. Ihforma- 
mation •, and Doubts thereupon arifing, whether, the 
Evidence both on the Part of the Cro>yn and of the 
Prifoner being ended, the faid Sir Edward Hawke 
IJiall now be examint^d as a Witnefs ? 

The Matter was fully deliberated upon, and the 
Qiieflion being put, it was refolved in the Affirmative. 
Ordered, That Admiral Sir Edward Hawke be de- 
fired to attend this Court To-morrow Morning at 
Ten o'clock. 

Ordered, That Lieutenant General Sir ydn Mor- 
daunt have Notice of the above Refolution of the 
Court -, and that he will be at Liberty to propofe any 
jQueftions, he fhall think proper ; as likewife to pro-: 
duce any Witnefles, to obviate or explain any Evi- 
dence, which may arife from the Examination of Sir 
Edward Hc.wke. 

The Court perufed and confidered the Minutes of 
their former Proceedings, until the Hour of Three, 

And then Adjourned till To-»morrow Morning, 
Ten o'clock. 

fUESDAT, %otb of DECEMBER, 1757. 

The 'Court being met purfuant to Adjournment, 

Admiral Sir Edward Hawke was fwprn, and 
queftioned, 

- Whether at; any, and what Time, a Propofal was 
made to him to lay a Ship to batter Fouras ? - 

J. Oh the i24th oi September. 

-^ ' Whether he approved of that Propofal ? 

A. He did •, the Pilot of the Mdgnanime was exa- 
mined as to the Strength of the Place, and Depth of 

Water 
8 
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Water np^r it : Elated with the Suecefs of the 23d,* 
and food of the Magnatiime^ he faid at firft, before 
Captain Mordaunt^ he would carry her in, and deftroy 
the Fort* As the Deipopent had attentively confider-: 
ed the Shorc^ and was fenfible, that the MagnanimCf 
whteh drew more Water than fome of our three- 
decked Ships,' couiJd not be brought near enough .to 
tatter the Fort, he gave the Pilot.'s Gafconade Time 
tofubfide. \ and then asked him, if he could carry a 
Sij^^ty Gun 3hip inagiinft it: He anfwered, her Me- 
tgi^-was not weighty enough, as there were Twenty- 
four Pounders in the' Fort. He tlifjn pfopofed to him> 
to lighten the Barfleur two Feet (this fccond Conver- 
l^tion vt:as upon the Quarter Deck, by the Intervention 
of -a Man well verfcd in fuck French^ as thofe Kind o5 
Peopie ipeak) ThjC Pilot fcemed fome time fatisfied 
with this, and in Confequence the Deponent prep^cd 
an Order to Vice AAmwdXKnowkSi to lighten the J3tfr- 
fieur^ and in tlie mean Time gave him a verbal Or- 
der ; who immediately went away to. give the ncccfla- , 
ry Dirediions, and to enquire into the Prafticability of 
the Attempt. — TThe Pilot now recoUedted himfelf, 
and declared, that, even thus lightened, the Barfleur 
could not be brought near enough ; that when fhe 
could come neareft at the Top of High, Water, on the 
Ebb, (he muft fink in the Mod fjx Feet or more^ 
from which . he could not anfwer whether (he would 
rife. Upon Tryal afterwards, the Pilot could not car* 
ry a Bomb Ketch within Random. Shot of the Fort, 
}is,Mr. Snowies informed him v in whom, as being th« 
■ fecond Sea Officer in Command^ he apprehends,'- he 
'knight lafely confide for that Information. — The 
Deponent declares, he (hould as readily have ordered 
an Attack upon Four as ^ as he had done upon Ai^^ had 
It been prafticgtjle by Shipping ; though it was his 
Opinion, then, and (iill is, that an Attack on either had 
f\o Connexion with the principal^ Objecfl in his Ma- 
jefty's fecret Jnttruftions, unlefs jche Guns from cither . 
of thole Fortifications could, hgve prevented the Boats 
from landing, ^- ( There they certainly could, but not 
. . ' in 



ill arfother^Iace.l-The principalMotiVe which induced 
him to give the Order tor an Attack on the Ifle oi Aix^ 
was, that at the Council at Lord HolderneJfe\ it was 
thought neceflary by feveral of the Council, who laid 
their Fingers on that Fort, imagining the Guns from 
thence could have annoyed the Boats in landing at the 
Place, which then fccmed to thcm^ from the Chart, 
the moft reafonable. But Chatelaillon afterwards ap- 
X pearing, on the 2 ^th of September^ to be the proper 
Landing Place (from whence, according to his Inror- 
mation, there was a good Road to Rocbefort) Fouras 
did not, at that Time, appear to him of fo great Con- 
fcquence, though he came readily into the Propofal. 
He added, that the Pilot, upon Examination at the 
Council, appeared to him to be very ignorant of the 
Place : And even at the Attack of the Fort of Aix^ he 
obfcrves, that the Magnanime fewed in the Mud, 
though Thierry was on board. 

- ^ Whether, before they went from England^ any 
Landing-place for the Troops was propofed, and by 
whom ? 

. J. He does not remember, that a • Landing-place 
was talked of, and that it was propofed to land the 
Troops either on one Side, or the other, of that fmall 
Neck of Land, which runs up near Fouras towards Ro- 
cbelle : Thierry^ the Pilot, faid,hc fuppofed there might 
be a Landing-place there, or thereabouts ; faid, as he 
thinks, if they could not land on one Side, they 
might land on the other ; and the Deponent believes, 
it was farther faid, if they fhould not be able to land 
there, thdt poflibly a Landing-place would be found 
upon founding and reconnoitring theCoaft, fomewhere 
thereabouts. The Deponent juft now recoUefts, ano- 
ther Place was talked of at the Council in London^ 
which was from Fouras towards Fort la Pointy where 
fccmed to be a little fandy Bay, which was at firft 
judged to be a Landing-place % but little flrefs was 
laid upon that, for he believes, upon confidering it, 
it was thought otherwife. 

^.Whether 
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• ^ Whether the Place propofcd by Thierry the Pi- 
lot at the Council in London was* reconnoitred, and 
Soundings made thereat, and whether it proved to be 
a Place proper for landing ? 
' A, His Order, direded to Admiral Brodrick and 
the three Captains, was to reconnoitre the Coaft from 
Point du CUy near RocbeUe^ do^n to Voxt Pouras^ 
which includes that Place ; and their Report mentions 
nt> other Landing-place, than Cbatelailton. 

^ Whether Aey had any other Pikits on board the 
Fleet tolerably well acquainted with that Coaft ? 

A. They had Pilots capable of carrying Ships into 
the Bafque Road, provided the Weather was clear, 
and they could fee their Marks upon the Ifles <^ Rbi 
and Oleron^ but had he not had thofe Pilots, he would 
have ventured to carry the Fleet into the Bafque Road 
himfclf 5 the Chart of the Neptune Franfoisj which is 
well fet down, would have afforded Afliftance therein* 

^ Whether Thierry was looked upon, as a Ikilful 
judicious Pilot, and thoroughly acquainted with the 
Coaft near Rochefort ? 

A. Thierry was looked upon to be a good Pibt for 
the Road, and for the anchoring of Ships both in the 
Road and about the Ifle of Aix •, but, from what Ob- 
(etvations the Deponent made, feemed to have very 
little Knowledge of the Shore ; believes, he never was 
upon every Part of it ; and it appeared to the Depo- 
nent at the Council in England^ that he was not ac- 
quainted with every Spot of Ground •, thinks, the Pi- 
lot himfelf mentioned, only, having been dn Shore 
fomewhere near the Fort. f^ 

^ As he attended feve^al of the Councils before 
be weqt upon the Expedition, was it believed, that 
Troops could be landed in fmall Boats either at Cha^ 
telaillon^ or near Fouras^ under the Proteftion of the 
Ships ?. 

A, He does now recoUeft the Pilot faid, *' If you 
♦' can't land at thofe Places without being annoyed 
** from the Fort; you will probably find a Landing- 
^ place about Cbatelailhn^^ but don't remember, 

2 that 



thjH th^ Pilot dfiared up to tke Council* fhat*Jie|yt- 
gjites could cpipepcgf «fioogh*.t<^lth|5 Shore ©a|)i30(tcfi[' 

^. When they came uppfl.fii^.SiWi did tfeejr find, 
i? p^(5ibje tQ bfiftg;(hfi_ Pylfn. p£ W^r ne^r cnbygh ta 
the Shore to prot^^ the I^ainding ? ^ - } - ^ :? • t 

. ^. Ceminly nQ5. :.. I.,,. .;, v.. :.: . > 

. ^ M^^ntioft j)a.vinig bpea pjsderby Vice* Admiral 
KnowUs of .the Cpyncil of WaF of. the. 35th hiving, 
broke up at la.upflnilhcd,— A>5 vwh^t,Titne:.irf»d tfeat 
Council of W^^^ipfSet, and how-ioiig they fet J: 3.:. I 
( 4f He, with S'lf John MQrdimnt^ wenton «he 2$th 
e^iy in the Morning on board the f^^ptune^ and the^^ 
Refuk of that Coiiaci) wa^ mK.%^^\y finiihedthat: 
^ Night; tjiey-bad chiefly. con>e eo^a.Refolutioa.orcr. 
' IJight, .but the Refulf w^s wrot^ iout fei^i and figncd 
c« board the Deponent's Ship the next Morning. 
. SU What Time, she irft^gi^psi,. it w/9ujd have takett 
Up to have made thte wboflc Landing of the Troops ? 
. -^,.:That ^t. the laft Council of War, in which if 
was determined to land, he made a Propofel to the/ 
Gefieril Officers, irt order to fave Time, that, if they 
approved of it, he would immediately ordprall thei - 
Tranfport^ as clofe to the Shore, ^s they could^poffibly. 
go, aod the Frigates within them, at the Place where 
t^e- Troops were to land, that they might get on Shorn 
Wiith the greater Expedition : This^Propofal ^as fe-^j 
. conded by Mr. Knowles^ and by the reft of the Sea- 
Ofllcers,, but wa^ obje^ed tOj principally by Major* 
Qfii\eral:;C^/?«^, who urged^ that to fend the Tran- 
fports in there in the Afternoon, w<ndd point out to: 
thc:Ff£ncb the Place, at which tney intended to l^nd i 
he does, not roEr^mber Sir John Mor daunt faid any 
thiijg pn the Subjeft, and thence concluded, he agreed 
in Ojpinion with Major General Cotmay. '. The Depo-. 
ncnt explained, that the Frigates were meant as a 3?ro* 
|^<^i6n to the Tranfports* to preferve them from be- 
img firedi, or receiving any Injury4 He remarks one' 
other Thing, that ahhowgh landing Troops in the 

Night 
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Night id againft his owh Opinion, as Men are liable 
to Surprize, and many Accidents, where they do not 
know the Ground, yet he fubmittcd that to the Gene- 
ral Officers, as fuppofing them much better Judges of 
it than himfclf, and made no Objeftion thereto ; but 
with a Viiw that the greater Expedition ihould be 
ipade in landing the Troops that Night, he gave^r- 
dcrs to the Agent of the Tranfjiom on board his own 
Quartcr-declc, and to one or two of his own Lieute- 
nants, to go on board the Tranfports, with a pofitive 
Direftion from him, that at the Inftant the firft Body 
of Troops was gone from the Ships, the Tranfport* 
fhoukl get under Sail immediately, and run clofe into 
the Shore, where the Troops were to land, in order 
that the fecond Body of Troops might be landed with 
much greater Expedition than the firft. 

The aforegoing Queftion, viz. " How long, he ima- 
** ^nes, it would have taken up to have made the 
•* whole Landing of. the Troops," being repeated 
with this Addition, ** at any Time, fuppofing all 
** Circumftances the moft favourable" ? 

The Admiral faid, he cannot anfwer that Queftion 
with any Sort of Certainty j they might have landed 
With great Expedition, had tjie Tranfports been as 
near, as they could get to the Shore. 

^ Would not the Flux and Reflux of the Tide 
have made an Alteration in the Time of Landing ? 

A. It certainly would j it would not have taken the 
ferae Timei Jiad the Tranfports got under Sail, and 
ran clofe into Shore. 

^ Whether any of the Officers made a Report to 
him, that they had delivered his Orders on board the 
Tranfports, relative to their getting under Sail ? 

A. To the beft of his Remembrance, they did > 
the Agent of the Tranfports particularly, as he re- 
members, told him,: that he had ; and he cannot 
doubt of their having been delivered, as he gave out 
thofc Qrders in Pcrfon, (which is not ufual for the 
Admiral) on Purpofe to give them more Force, and 
that they might be the more fully underftood. 

H * ^: As 
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^ As the Court has been informed of Fiffy-oiMT 
light Horfe, and Forty Artillery Horfes being on? 
board the Fleet, and as theTranfportscoukkiotcotfioF 
near the Shore, whether it was practicable -lb difehi^ 
bark the Horfe ? 

j4. The Tranfports would have com*' Within 9t' 
tolerable Diftance of the Shore about High- Water» 
but he undcrftood the Horfes were- to be put intd th#^ 
Long-boats, and towed on Shore 5 which' he appre- 
hends would have been efFcded without any great' 
Difficulty 5 but he knows very little of difehibarking' 
Horfes, never happening to have fecn any diletn- 
barked. . 

^ What was his Objcftionto attettdihg a Gdutt* 
cil of War on the 29th of September f 

A. He can only fay, he never was preflfed to it* 
by Sir 'John Mordaunt ; he never dici deny a CdDnciI 
of War to Sir "^ohn with a Vitw to diftrefs^iim \ but 
when he faw the Troops did not land the Night of 
the 28 th, and Major General Conway^ with Cdondf 
Wolfe ^znd Howard^ havinjg reconnoitred the Coaft* 
over again on the next Day, and no Applitatioa 
then made to him to land them^ he was therfeby &I- 
duccd to write the Letter, he did to S\Tjohn\ not'itf 
the leaft doubting, they had good and fatisfaSaff 
Rcafons for it, and fuppofing the General Officers to 
aft with the fame View as himfelf, that of doing thmt 
Duty to the beft of their Judgment. 

^ (By Sir John Mardannt^s Dejtre.) Did no? 
he. Sir John Mordaunt^ the very Morning of the! 
Day, on which they came to a Refolution not to 
land, fpeak to him about having a General Council 
of War, and did he not return for Anfwefj that 
there was no Occafidn for the Sea Officers', ash it- was 
a Land Operation only ? ' ' 

A. Yes ; he recollefts, it was about Noin^ (when^ 
fpoke to Sir John to the fame Purpofe^ ks h^ aftel*- 
wards wrote in his Letter.) — — And his Reafoft for 
it was this, that he always lt)oked upon it to bg- hte 
Duty, as Adfttiral, tQ convoy the Troops to ih» ??eidl 

*y of 



c! Bitflfih 99A.Afi^ if poffibte^ to fia4 ouia Lwd« 
iogf^riMefQi^tlkn)^ and, in^afe^ of their ^a^dijiig^ to-« 
giretdicMidktherAflSftaiioe itf JiU rower fbi: thaC Stw^ 
pdftr biutt with :cd^ M ttie^ QgdUoor '' WbotW 
f\ tte) fliotildkndj or>o0C land" (tho' he would have 
i^noi CO any Propofal he thQuditt rigt^VjAi^ Wdidd* 
have acquiefced in any juftifiaole Meafurey yet) he 
constantly thought, it was the Part of the Generals 
tidetekm^ tkat (^ftioftbyi tKnffdi^ds^ ik>r lho£ld 
hfthjrre: ^v99:^fy^th€Aii(yf^ he,did,; but ftjom- 
itsbeh^chiafiqcere QpinL^-^b^ looketd-^u^a tben^ 
tql be good^and galUntVOfiKers^ and Officers orS^r- 
vice; dnd tfecttffoi^ coild^ nofc^ b<it*ffij^^ 
iafttftdy i^itlUSi pidgtSli^' tAei» 6wli) B^fTiiked,* tlJan- 
he QonM bQT • II #8$ frpni^thefaflffe OpiM({&.<^ theur 
Knowledge in their own Profeffion, that he aifehted 
to figning the Refolutions of the firft Council of War, 
^'- That k wa» not, praAicable to take Rocbefart by 
♦^ Efcalad^," and Ke at that Time cxpreflcd a Defirc, 
that the Land OiEcers fhould give their Opinion by 
themfclves, as he thought it a Matter of Judgthenr, 
which merely related to them, and that the Sea had 
nothing to do with it, farther ri^ tdlirig thtol^ they 
had found out a Landmg-^lact, and^wcre rckdy tir 
land the Troops, if they thought proper, and to give 
them all the Afiiftance in their Power. — When the 
Deponent mentioned this, Major General Conway faid, 
as he remembers, ** Why really I am of Opinion, 
•* as Sir Edward Hawke fays, it is a Matter of Opi- 
^^ nion of our own j" but in Confidence of the Abi- 
lities of the Generals^ he* heyertbelefe acquiefced in 
their Opinion, of the tmpradicabiiity of taking Rocbe-^ 
fort by an Efcalade or Storm ; however, though he 
ailented to the not landing upon that Footing, he 
did not give it, as his Opinion, that the Troops 
fhould not land at all, for any other Attempt, which 
the. General Officers fhould find proper and expedient 
for the Service 5 on the contrary, he then urged the 
Neceffity, there appeared to him, of doing fomcthing 
agreeable to the King's Inflrudtions. 

Sir 
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Stk John Mti^oAtiN^ being afked, ^httthcr li6 htd ^ 
Mj Queftibn to propofe to the Admiral, * or any o^: : 
Matter td oflfer, anlweitd^ That he had nothing far« . 
ther to trouble the Coiart with ; — that he felt himfclf 
quite happy in liaving gotie through a fublick Trial, * 
and before fuch. Judges* « 

The . G O U R.T : Wing duly weighed and 
c(»ifidered the whole Matter before them, is 
unaniinoufly of Opinion, that the Prifbner 
Lieutenant Genqral Sir John Mordaunt is N T 
GUILTY of the Chai^ge exhibited againft 
him, and doth therefore A C QU I T him. 
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A True Copy, 

Charles Gould, 
Deputy Judge Advocate GeneraK 
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